Advisory Board on Employee Ownership
Meeting Minutes
March 26, 2026

Board Members in Attendance:
Darnell Adams
John Biagioni
Joe Verri
Jeff Jones
Ken Brown
Kelly Buckley
Edward Carberry
Said El Abassi
Helena Fruscio Altsman
Mary McCooe
Aaron Moberger
Ethan Tupelo
Wren Ribeiro
Stephanie Swanson
Staff in Attendance:
Kevin Kuros
Jeremy Romanul
Greta Lawrence
1. Call to Order & Roll Call
The meeting was called to order following roll call.
2. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
The prior meeting minutes were unanimously approved.
3. Election of Vice-Chair
The Board considered the appointment of a Vice-Chair. Members viewed a brief recorded video statement from Eric Braitmayer, who was not present, regarding his interest in serving in the role. The Board unanimously approved Eric to serve as Vice-Chair.
4. Committee Reports
Operationalizing MassCEO Committee
Ethan provided an update on the Operations Committee. He reported that the committee discussed Center operations and funding, including FY26 and FY27 planning, the pilot stipend program, and other operational updates.
Policy Committee
Aaron provided an update on the Policy Committee. He noted that the committee had not met since the prior Board meeting in January, but they plan to work on ways to better track legislation and budget activity affecting MassCEO. He also reported that Representative Gentile filed a FY27 budget amendment for $300,000 for MassCEO in the House budget debate, and that the committee is reaching out to Senator Cyr regarding similar support in the Senate.
Governance Committee
Said provided an update on the Governance Committee. He reported that the committee discussed the Vice-Chair vacancy, reviewed the Chair and Vice-Chair role description that had been distributed to the Board, and discussed board term transitions and filling current vacancies.
5. Check-In: Committee Effectiveness
Wren noted the importance of ensuring stronger cooperative representation and better serving cooperatives across the state as a priority for future discussions. The Board also discussed using an in-person meeting in July to help strategize and set priorities for the year ahead.
6. MassCEO Update
Kevin provided an update on MassCEO activities. He reported progress on launching the EO Ambassador Program and the technical assistance pilot stipend program, recent and upcoming webinar programming, and external funding opportunities under consideration. He also noted an FY26 budget update, including the planned transfer of $100,000 to MassDevelopment to be the payment agent for the stipend program. 
7. Upcoming ABEO Meetings
The Board confirmed that its next meeting will be held on May 28, 2026, at 10:30 AM.
8. Roundtable Discussion
During roundtable, Wren noted the need for stronger outreach and planning to better engage cooperatives across the state. Darnell and Ethan agreed that both the Center and the Board could improve their outreach strategies to better reach co-ops. Wren proposed having a separate budget for cooperative and ESOP technical assistance.
9. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned.
	
	
	



