
Building community resources

through Municipal/State Partnerships



The Acts of 2012 created the Homeless Animal Prevention and 
Care Trust (Massachusetts Animal Fund).  

Animal homelessness is a problem that causes animals’ lives to 
be lost to euthanasia, poses a public safety concern, and costs 
taxpayer money to pay for services for stray, abandoned, and 
feral animals and their offspring. 

• One solution to this problem is investing in spaying/neutering 
at risk animals. 

• Another is standardized and required animal control officer 
training that creates uniform enforcement of animal control 
laws. 



Donation Driven Support

• The Fund depends heavily on tax donations to reach animals in need at a 
municipal level.

• Since 2012, Massachusetts taxpayers have donated over $2,776,480 on 
Line 33f! 2021 is the highest donation year with $388,100 so far!

• The Fund has received $450,000 in additional support from the 
Commonwealth to reach even more animals.

• Over $100,000 has be given to the Fund through grants and online 
donations to expand services.

• The fund has also been added to receive fines collected on some MGLs 





The Fund partners with municipal ACOs, and local vets 

to help Commonwealth Animals. 

The Fund is planning on spending over $330,000

to support local animal in need in 2021!

The Fund is also planning on spending over 

$23,000 to help train municipal animal control 

officers.



The Voucher Program is designed 

to give ACOs the ability to help 

animals in their Communities 

ACOs submit voucher 
requests for animals in 

need in the community they 
serve

Priority 1. Cats and dogs in 
ACO care

Priority 2. Cats and dogs 
owned by low-income MA 
residents. (Eligible if they 

fall under 150% of the 
federal poverty line, or if 

they receive public 
assistance)

Priority 3. Unsocial, 
outdoor cats being returned 

to field in areas with 
disease outbreak or public 

safety concerns.



The Fund has partnered with 42 local veterinary providers and 3 municipal 

partners to provide FREE spay/neuter through the voucher program.

2021, Providers/Municipal Partners are now reimbursed according to 

a 5-tier system for services administered:

• $100 /Tier 1: male cats

• $150 /Tier 2 : female cats

• $200 /Tier 3: small male dogs <50lbs

• $250 /Tier 4 : large male dogs, small female dogs

• $300 /Tier 4 : large female dogs

*additional reimbursements of $10-$150 given for approved   

complications. Options for vaccine vouchers are also available!







1. All ACOs are required to complete                 
30 education credits (ECs) in their                    

first training year.

The Massachusetts Animal Fund Animal Control 
Institute’s Core Competencies Training is 

mandatory for all ACOs and worth 16 ECs.

2. After completing 
year one requirements 

and obtaining MGL 
Compliance, ACOs only 

need an additional       
8 continuing credits 

each year.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/aco-core-competencies-outline/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/aco-core-competencies-outline/download


https://www.mass.gov/

info-details/aco-resources

https://www.mass.gov/









