
MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD:   The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Trung N. Nguyen, D.O., John R Diggs, M.D., Jospeh M. Palumbo, D.O. and Christian N. Ford, M.D.
In a Final Decision & Order, the Board indefinitely suspended Dr. Trung N. Nguyen’s medical license after finding he had been disciplined by multiple state medical boards, including the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure and the Maine Board of Osteopathic Licensure for reasons substantially similar to those for which Massachusetts could impose discipline, to wit, by engaging in conduct which has the capacity to deceive or defraud; misconduct in the practice of medicine and conduct which places into question this competence to practice medicine.  Dr. Nguyen was found to have prescribed amphetamine and amphetamine-like controlled substances improperly in the treatment of obesity. Dr. Nguyen, who is board-certified in family medicine, was first licensed in Massachusetts on August 5, 2021.  He currently practices telemedicine and is licensed in thirty other states.
In another Final Decision & Order, the Board reprimanded Dr. John R. Diggs’ medical license after finding that he provided substandard care to four patients. Dr. Diggs also submitted three license renewal applications from 2019 through 2023 indicating that he was board certified in internal medicine when he had allowed such certification to lapse in 2017. Also, from at least September 19, 2019 to May 22, 2024, Dr. Diggs’ website included an image of the American Board of Internal Medicine’s seal with the words: “Board Certified.” Dr. Diggs is currently board certified in Internal Medicine by the American Board of Medical Specialties. He has been licensed in the Commonwealth since August 2, 1989 and practices medicine in a private practice in Wilbraham. He is also licensed to practice medicine in California.
The Board also reprimanded Dr. Joseph M. Palumbo’s license to practice medicine after he acknowledged in a Consent Order that he had been disciplined by the Virginia Board of Medicine for reasons substantially similar to those for which Massachusetts could impose discipline, to wit, for aiding and abetting the unlicensed practice of medicine; and failing to properly train and supervise staff.  Dr. Palumbo, who is board certified in emergency medicine, has been licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts since May 20, 2021. He practices telehealth, working from Ohio, and is licensed to practice medicine in several jurisdictions.  

The Board also ratified the acceptance of the resignation of the medical license of Christian N. Ford, M.D.  Resignation is a disciplinary action which permanently removes a physician from the practice of medicine. Dr. Ford, a plastic surgeon, was first licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth on September 2, 2009.  Until he rendered his resignation, Dr. Ford owned his own medical practice in Norwell.  

The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists.  The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard, or you may contact the Board at borimmediamassmail.state.ma.us.






