MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

[bookmark: _Hlk139968358]WAKEFIELD:  The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine recently took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Steven P. Cogswell, M.D., Guido A. Navarra, M.D., Young Ho Oh, M.D., Sebastian A. Bourgeois, M.D., Paul A. Skudder, M.D. and James G. Laurenzano, M.D.

In a Consent Order, the Board stayed the suspension of Dr. Guido A. Navarra’s medical license after he acknowledged that he rendered substandard care to seven patients, in particular with regard to prescribing opioids, and failed to have a Prescriptive Practice Agreement with a nurse practitioner. The suspension of Dr. Navarra’s license was immediately stayed upon his entry into a Probation Agreement that included, among other provisions, a worksite monitor, practice audit and compliance with the recommendations of that audit.  Dr. Navarra is also restricted from prescribing federally controlled substances in Schedules II through V. Dr. Navarra is board certified in internal medicine. He has been licensed in Massachusetts since June 4, 1997 and has privileges at Anna Jaques Hospital 

In another Consent Order, the Board reprimanded the medical license of Dr. Young Ho Oh after finding that he committed malpractice in his treatment of one patient.  Dr. Oh is required to complete five additional continuing education credits focused on orthopedic surgical complications and five credits focused on appropriate documentation.  Dr. Oh, who is board certified in Orthopaedic Surgery and Orthopaedic Sports Medicine, has been licensed in the Commonwealth since February 14, 2001. He has privileges at Harrington Memorial Hospital and is also licensed in California and New York.

In a Final Decision & Order, the Board revoked Dr. Steven P. Cogswell’s right to renew his medical license after it found that Dr. Cogswell had been disciplined by the Michigan Board of Medicine for reasons substantially similar to those for which Massachusetts could impose discipline, to wit, for engaging in conduct which places into question his competence to practice medicine; committing misconduct in the practice of medicine; committing a crime that reasonably calls into question his ability to practice medicine and engaging in conduct which undermines the public confidence in the integrity of the medical profession. Dr. Cogswell was convicted in Michigan of sexual conduct with a county prisoner. Dr. Cogswell was licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts until May 25, 1999. 

[bookmark: _Hlk126068202]The Board, in a Consent Order, reprimanded the license of Dr. Sebastian A. Bourgeois after he agreed that he had engaged in disruptive behavior towards a co-worker. Dr. Bourgeois is board certified in anesthesiology. He has been licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth since April 4, 2010. He currently practices medicine in Connecticut.

In an additional Consent Order, the Board reprimanded the license of Dr. Paul K. Skudder after he acknowledged that he made inappropriate comments to staff on multiple occasions. Dr. Skudder’s conduct undermines the public confidence in the integrity of medical profession and constitutes misconduct in the practice of medicine. Dr. Skudder, a board certified vascular surgeon, has been licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts since May 28, 1986. 
Finally, the Board accepted Dr. James G. Laurenzano’s resignation of his right to renew his license to practice medicine. Resignation is a disciplinary action that permanently removes a physician from the practice of medicine. Dr. Laurenzano, who is board-certified in emergency medicine, was first licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth on September 28, 1988. 
The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists.  The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard, or you may contact the Board at borimmediamassmail.state.ma.us.




