MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD: The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine recently took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Mohamad R. Och, M.D., Elizabeth C. Scannell, M.D., Robert J. Grant, M.D., Carl M. Sigsbee, M.D., and Brian G. Kwetkowski, D.O.

In a Final Decision & Order, the Board revoked Dr. Mohamad R. Och’s right to renew his license to practice medicine after the Board found that he had been convicted of three counts of unlawful distribution of a controlled substance. Dr. Och admitted that at trial there was evidence that he prescribed Adderall and Xanax without doing proper examinations, obtaining proper medical records, or performing drug testing despite evidence that the patients, who were undercover officers, appeared to have been participating in drug diversion. Dr. Och, a board-certified psychiatrist, was licensed in the Commonwealth on August 24, 1984. He entered into a voluntary agreement not to practice medicine on December 7, 2023. Dr. Och last practiced medicine in a private practice in Worcester. 

In a Consent Order, the Board reprimanded the medical license of Dr. Elizabeth C. Scannell, upon her agreement that she engaged in conduct that undermines the public confidence in the practice of medicine. Dr. Scannell was also required to enter into a 5-year Probation Agreement. Dr. Scannell is board certified in obstetrics and gynecology. She has been licensed in the Massachusetts since April 27, 2017. Dr. Scannell is affiliated with a private practice in Beverly, as well as with Beverly Hospital.

[bookmark: _Hlk139968358]In another Consent Order, the Board reprimanded the medical license of Dr. Robert J. Grant upon his acknowledgement that he had breached patient confidentiality by sharing, to his then domestic partner, the name of a patient he treated, and by sharing photographic images of two other patients; one was a photo of Dr. Grant using a stethoscope on a patient, the other was a photo of stitches or sutures.  Dr. Grant is board certified in emergency medicine by the American Board of Medical Specialties.  He has been licensed in the Commonwealth since November 18, 2021. Dr. Grant is currently affiliated with Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital – Needham and Northeastern Vermont Regional Medical Systems. He currently works as the Medical Director for an ambulance company in Vermont. Dr. Grant is also licensed to practice medicine in Connecticut, Michigan and Vermont.

The Board also reprimanded the medical license of Dr. Carl M. Sigsbee after he agreed, in a Consent Order, that he had committed malpractice when he did not order a diagnostic ultrasound in the treatment of a patient and failed to maintain patient records that were complete. Dr. Sigsbee, a board-certified internist, has been licensed in Massachusetts since May 8, 1991. He is currently affiliated with Cape Cod Health Systems and Cape Cod Hospital. He is also licensed to practice medicine in California and Georgia.

The Board accepted Dr. Brain G. Kwetkowski’s resignation of his right to renew his medical license. Resignation is a disciplinary action that permanently removes a physician from the practice of medicine. Dr. Kwetkowski is a board-certified family practitioner. He was licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth from September 24, 1997 until April 30, 2002. Dr. Kwetkowski currently practices medicine in a private practice in Rhode Island. 

The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists.  The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard, or you may contact the Board at borimmediamassmail.state.ma.us.

