MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD:  The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Christopher J. Kovanda, M.D., Victor A. Ferzoco, M.D., and Christopher A. Pichay, D.O.

In a Final Decision & Order, the Board revoked Dr. Christopher J. Kovanda’s right to renew his license after it found that Dr. Kovanda had been disciplined by the Minnesota Board of Medical Practice for reasons substantially similar to those for which Massachusetts could impose discipline, to wit, for engaging in sexual misconduct with two patients. Dr. Kovanda, a plastic surgeon, was licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts from September 16, 1998 until February 17, 2001 when he failed to renew his license.  He last practiced medicine in Minnesota. 

The Board suspended Dr. Victor A. Ferzoco’s license to practice medicine after he acknowledged in a Consent Order that he had departed from the standard of care in his treatment of five patients, particularly in his prescribing of opioids. The suspension of Dr. Ferzoco’s license was immediately stayed upon the Board approving his entry into a Probation Agreement which requires, among other provisions, a Board-approved practice plan and on-going monitoring of Dr. Ferzoco’s practice of medicine. Dr. Ferzoco is also required to undergo a practice audit and remedy all identified practice deficiencies. Dr. Ferzoco, a board-certified internist, was first licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth on July 7, 1993. Dr. Ferzoco practices medicine in a private office in Hyde Park and has privileges at Faulkner Hospital and Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 

In another Consent Order, the Board reprimanded the medical license of Christopher A. Pichay, D.O, after he agreed that his treatment of two patients fell below the standard of care and that he failed to maintain their medical records appropriately.  Dr. Pichay is required to complete a medical education course on infectious diseases in primary care practice, as well as a course on medical-record keeping.  Dr. Pichay, who is board certified in family medicine, has been licensed in Massachusetts since July 26, 2006. He practices medicine at a Circle of Life Family Medicine in Norwell.  Dr. Pichay is also licensed in Connecticut.

The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists.  The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard, or you may contact the Board at borimmediamassmail.state.ma.us.


