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Description automatically generated]New England Newborn Screening Program
University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School
377 Plantation Street, Biotech 4, 2nd Floor
Worcester, MA 01605-2300
Phone:  774-455-4600    Fax:  774-455-4657





William Anderson
Office of the General Counsel
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health
250 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108
 
VIA EMAIL
 
RE: 	Amendments to Department of Public Health Regulation 
105 CMR 270.000: BLOOD SCREENING OF NEWBORNS FOR TREATABLE DISEASES AND DISORDERS  
 
Dear Mr. Anderson:
 
I am writing in my capacity as the Deputy Director of the New England Newborn Screening Program, which includes the Massachusetts Newborn Screening Program, operated by the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School (UMMS).  I wish to offer my support for the proposed amendments to the regulation 105 CMR 270.000 BLOOD SCREENING OF NEWBORNS FOR TREATABLE DISEASES AND DISORDERS, and to suggest a few technical edits in the text. 
 
Section 270.006 
1. Revise the abbreviation listed in (A)(1)(c)8. from “Propionic Acidemia (PROP)” to “Propionic Acidemia (PA)” to reflect the current standard. 
1. Revise the abbreviation in listed (A)(1)(f)1. from “Biotinadase Deficiency (BIOT)” to Biotinidase Deficiency (BTD)” to reflect the current standard. 
1. Revise the text listed in (A)(2)(a) from “Hemoglobin Disorders:” to 
“Hemoglobin Sickling Disorders, including but not limited to:” 
1. Sickle cell anemia (Hb SS);
2. Hb S/C disease (Hb SC); 
3. Hb S/Beta -thalassemia (Hb S/BetaThalassemia).

Thank you for your time.  Should your office require any further information I can be reached via email at anne.comeau@umassmed.edu .
 
 


Anne Marie Comeau, Ph.D.
Deputy Director, UMass New England Newborn Screening Program
Professor of Pediatrics, UMass Chan Medical School
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