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The provided offense codes are currently being used in MassCourts, the Trial Court's new case management system. It is presently in operation at most divisions of the Trial Courts.

 

This offense code information has been provided for use by law enforcement agencies that wish to incorporate these codes into their own record management systems. This information will be updated periodically as required by statutory changes and system modifications. The offense code data is provided as it is currently stored in MassCourts.
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The MassCourts offense codes are broken into two files, one containing offense codes (known as "action codes"), the other containing the variable language prompts that go with each offense code.  Variable language prompt values are inserted into the text of the offense language text field at the time the offense is created in MassCourts.
 

The files are in comma separated value (CSV) form.  For each file, the following fields are included:

 

File Name:  Actncd<date>.csv:  where <date> is rundate in YYYY-MM-DD format.  File contains offense codes.  Key = ACTNCD

 

RUNDATE:  Date of download (YYYY-MM-DD HH24:MM:SS)
STATUTE_NBR:  Offense code assigned to offense
DSCR:  Description of offense

DEGOFF:  Degree of offense (misdemeanor, felony, etc.)
ACTIVATE_DT:  Activation date of offense (YYYY-MM-DD)
DEACTIVATE_DT:  Deactivation date of offense (YYYY-MM-DD)
INS_DTTM:  Date offense record created (YYYY-MM-DD HH24:MM:SS)
UPD_DTTM:  Date and time offense record last updated (YYYY-MM-DD HH24:MM:SS)
ACTNCD:  Offense code (unique)

LANG_TEXT:  Offense language, including variable language prompts enclosed in "< >"

File Name:  Actncdtkns<date>.csv:  where <date> is rundate in YYYY-MM-DD format.  File contains variable language prompts.  Key = ACTNCD, PROMPT_NBR

 

RUNDATE:  Date of download (YYYY-MM-DD HH24:MM:SS)
ACTNCD:  Offense code 

STATUTE_NBR:  Offense code assigned to offense
PROMPT_NBR:  Sequence number of prompt in variable language

PROMPT_TXT:  Prompt text

INS_DTTM:  Date prompt record created (YYYY-MM-DD HH24:MM:SS)
UPD_DTTM:  Date and time prompt record last updated (YYYY-MM-DD HH24:MM:SS)
Notes:

Offense versions:  The action code (actncd) field is the unique identifier for the offense record in the actncd file.  Each offense record in this file contains a suffix on the end of the action code containing a hyphen and a sequential number such as “-1”, “-2”.  The statute number with the highest sequence number is the most recent version of the action code.  The action code selected is determined using the date the offense incident occurred in conjunction with the deactivation date contained in the offense record for a given offense.  The action code selected would be the record with the lowest action code sequence number and a deactivation date greater than the offense incident date.
For example, assume there are three action code records, one with an actncd value of 268/34-0 and a deactivation date of 3/1/2006; another with an actncd value of 268/34-1and a deactivation date of 4/2/2007, and a third with an actncd value of 268/34-2 and a deactivation date of 1/1/3000.  
If the offense incident date were 2/1/2005, the action code selected would be 268/34-0.

If the offense incident date were 3/6/2007, the action code selected would be 268/34-1.

If the offense incident date were 1/6/2008, the action code selected would be 268/34-2.

Miscellaneous Codes:  There are several Miscellaneous action codes included which are intended to be used when a chapter and section code is not available.

666666              
MISCELLANEOUS MUNIC ORDINANCE/BYLAW VIOL

777777              
MISCELLANEOUS CODE OF MASS REGS VIOLATN

888888              
MISCELLANEOUS COMMON LAW VIOLATION

999999              
MISCELLANEOUS STATUTORY VIOLATION

Microsoft Excel Users:  Some of the values in the statute_nbr fields in the csv files have the same structure as a date field.  As a result, when loaded into Excel, statute numbers might be converted as dates instead of text.  To avoid this problem, it is necessary to use the Import External Data, or Text-to-Columns functionality in Excel to predefine the statute_nbr field as a text field.
