
Federal Energy 
Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) 
issued Ready for 
Environmental 
Analysis, triggering 
60-day deadline for
FirstLight to file WQC
application with
MassDEP

Feb. 22, 2024

FirstLight filed
WQC application 
with MassDEP, 
triggering 1-year
period for MassDEP 
to issue WQC

Apr. 22, 2024 

FirstLight 
published public 
notice of public 
hearing & start of 
public comment 
period on 
FirstLight’s 
application 

April 29, 2024 

Day- 1:30 pm & 
evening- 7:00 pm 
virtual
public hearings on 
WQC application

May 29, 2024

June 3, 2024

Written comment 
period on WQC 
application closes 
at 5:00 pm (35-
days after public 
notice is issued)

Sept./Oct.
2024

Dec. 2024/
Jan. 2025

Apr. 22, 
2025

MassDEP FirstLight Water Quality Certification 
Public Involvement Timeline 

(with some approximate dates)

MassDEP hybrid 
public information 
& Q&A session on 
DRAFT WQC 

Nov./Dec.  
2024
MassDEP issues 
DRAFT WQC for 
public hearing & 
written comment 
period (21-day 
comment period, 
minimum)

Public hearing 
on DRAFT WQC 
and close of 
written 
comment period

Deadline for 
MassDEP to 
issue Final 
WQC

UPDATED 4/25/24

WQC Application 
Comment Period

Draft WQC 
Comment Period

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/401-wqc-for-the-firstlight-hydroelectric-re-licensing-project 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/401-wqc-for-the-firstlight-hydroelectric-re-licensing-project
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