
July 29, 2021



Welcome & Introductions

MassDEP Central Regional Office Presenter:

 Douglas Fine – Deputy Regional Director
 Douglas.Fine@mass.gov (508-767-2757)

Northeast Energy Center Presenter:

 A. J. Jablonowski – P.E., Epsilon Associates, Inc.
 ajablonowski@epsilonassociates.com (978-793-2571)

Note: This entire proceeding, including presentations & 
testimony, is being recorded for the public record.

mailto:Douglas.Fine@mass.gov
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Hearing Agenda
 Zoom & Public Hearing Logistics (MassDEP)

 Summary of Proposed Project & Air Quality Plan 
Approval Application (NEC)

 Summary of Air Quality Plan Approval Proposed Decision 
(MassDEP)

 Public Comment – Access to Documents, Process, and 
Timing (MassDEP)

 Process for Air Quality Plan Approval Final Decision 
(MassDEP)

 Testimony from Hearing Attendees

 Next Steps and Adjourn (MassDEP)



Zoom Hearing Logistics
 To minimize background noise, Attendees are on mute.

 Instructions on how to present oral testimony will come after 
the presentation when the testimony begins.

 Use the "chat" feature at any time to report technical 
difficulties.

 Please do not use chat to submit testimony.

 Questions asked during oral testimony or via written 
comments will be addressed in MassDEP’s written response 
to comments included with MassDEP’s final decision, which 
comes after the close of the public comment period (August 
9, 2021).





Air Quality Plan Approval 
Application Review

 MassDEP Application Review Process

 Administrative Review – All Documents and 
Information

 Technical Review – Equipment and Processes Details

 Public Comment Period:

 Began July 8, 2021

 Ends 5:00 pm on August 9, 2021

 MassDEP considers testimony/comments received and 
then issues final decision.



Air Quality Plan Approval
Application Review

 Massachusetts Air Quality Regulations (310 CMR 7.00)

 Federal Air Requirements (40 CFR 50 and 60)

 Best Available Control Technology (BACT) and other 
applicable standards

 Ambient air dispersion modeling for compliance with:

 National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)

 Massachusetts Ambient Air Toxic Guidelines Threshold 
Effect Exposure Limits (TELs) and Allowable Ambient 
Limits (AALs)

 Sound monitoring & modeling



Elements of Proposed Decision
 Identification of all equipment and processes that emit 

regulated air pollutants.

 Pollutant limits include:
 Both short-term and/or long-term emission limits for regulated air 

pollutants to demonstrate compliance with state and federal regulations.
 Pollutants include: nitrogen oxide (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide 

(CO2e), particulate matter (PM), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), sulfur dioxide 
(SO2) and hazardous air pollutants (HAPs).

 Stack opacity limits

 Limits on total fuel burning (which limits emissions)

 Off-site sound mitigation measures, including:
 Sound barrier wall

 Acoustical enclosures around highest sound-emitting components

 Stack and inlet silencers

 Site layout to reduce off-site sound



Elements of Proposed Decision (Cont’d)

 Natural gas leak detection & repair requirements

 Compliance demonstration, including:

 Continuous monitoring of fuel use

 Monitoring of operating hours

 Periodic emission testing (incl. stack tests)

 One-time post-construction sound testing (with follow 
up actions depending on off-site impacts)

 On-site record keeping

 Initial and on-going reporting to MassDEP



Comments on Proposed Decision

 Public Notice/Proposed Decision with Fact Sheet 
(both in English and Spanish) issued July 8, 2021

 Comments due to MassDEP 5:00 pm August 9, 
2021

 To View Application & Proposed Decision

 Online: https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/PublicApp/

 Paper copy:

 Charlton Public Library, 40 Main St, Charlton

 Jacob Edwards Library, 236 Main St, Southbridge

 Up to one week borrowing period



Comments on Proposed 
Decision (Cont’d)
 Oral testimony received today during this hearing.

 Submit written comments by 5pm August 9, 2021, via 
any of the following options:

 Online: https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/PublicApp/

 Email: CERO.air@mass.gov

 US Mail: MassDEP, Central Regional Office, 8 New 
Bond St, Worcester, MA 01606 – Attention: “NEC Air 
Permit”

mailto:CERO.air@mass.gov










Plan Approval Final Decision
 MassDEP considers testimony/comments received and 

then issues final decision

 Final decision will be available online at: 
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/PublicApp/; or 
can be sent via email upon request

 To receive an email notice on the day MassDEP issues the 
final decision, send email request 
to Thomas.Hannah@mass.gov

 Appeals of Air Quality Plan Approval Final Decision:
 Right to Appeal information will be included with final decision

• Rules for appeals are at 310 CMR 7.51(1) and 310 CMR 1.01

 Must be filed within 21 days of MassDEP's issuance of final decision

 Requires legal standing (must comment on proposed decision during 
comment period to have standing).

 No MassDEP final decision until EFSB approval

mailto:Thomas.Hannah@mass.gov


Oral Testimony Now Open
 To provide oral testimony, raise your “virtual hand,” in the 

order we call on (public officials will have the 
opportunity to go first).

1. Hover your cursor at the bottom of your screen.

2. MassDEP will announce your name, take you off mute, 
and lower your raised hand.

3. Please limit oral testimony to 3 minutes.
 Questions will be answered in the Response to Comments

 Remember that anyone can submit written testimony

4. You will be put back on mute after you speak.



Thank you for your participation!
 Recording of today’s hearing will be posted on 

MassDEP's YouTube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/MassDEP/vide
os.

 Recording includes transcript and opportunity to select 
closed caption in Spanish and other languages.

 Any follow up questions about process for public 
comment, how to access the proposed decision, or 
application materials:

 Douglas Fine – Deputy Regional Director

 douglas.fine@mass.gov; 508-767-2757

 Thomas Hannah – Chief, Air Permitting

 thomas.hannah@mass.gov; 508-767-2845
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