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On May 13, 2026 the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) issued a Technical Assistance Grant Opportunity (TAG Opportunity) for parties interested in enhancing their participation in assessment and cleanup activities at disposal sites in their communities (https://www.mass.gov/service-details/technical-assistance-grants-waste-site-cleanup). MassDEP awards Technical Assistance Grants (TAGs) to selected community and citizens’ groups to allow those groups to obtain expert assistance, increase public participation and provide public education about disposal site assessment and cleanup activities. MassDEP accepted Questions regarding the TAG Opportunity through the Grant Procurement Calendar deadline of July 10, 2026. MassDEP’s Official Answers to the Questions received by the deadline are provided below. 

1. Would the Town of Foxborough be eligible to apply for a TAG to retain a Licensed Site Professional (LSP) to provide community education about disposal site conditions at 131 Morse Street in Foxborough (Summit Castings and Mansfield Bleachery disposal sites)?

MassDEP’s Response: To be eligible for a TAG, the applicant, the disposal site, and the proposed project must each satisfy the eligibility requirements outlined in the TAG provisions of the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP) and the TAG Opportunity.

A municipality is eligible to apply for a TAG as long as it is not a current or former owner of the disposal site and is not otherwise liable, or potentially liable, for the cleanup at the disposal site (see 310 CMR 40.1453(1)(b) & 310 CMR 40.1453(4) and TAG Opportunity, pgs. 2-3).

Disposal sites eligible for TAG funding include: (1) disposal sites that are tier classified in accordance with the MCP and (2) disposal sites that are deemed adequately regulated pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0110 because response actions are being conducted under another regulatory program (see 310 CMR 40.1452(5) and TAG Opportunity, pg. 3). 

Activities eligible for TAG funding include those that provide affected groups with “access to expert advice and technical assistance,” “encourage more effective participation in the response action process by promoting access to and use of information,” and “allow issues of concern related to the disposal site to be addressed” (see 310 CMR 40.1451 and the TAG Opportunity, pg. 1). Retaining an LSP to provide educational outreach to the community regarding the disposal sites' conditions is consistent with the primary purpose of the TAG Program and is therefore an eligible use of TAG funding (see 310 CMR 40.1454(1)(f)). 
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