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Zoom meeting controls
• Listen in [insert language] 

• Ask a question and share comments

• Drop down menu to check microphone and speakers

• Raise your hand - *9 for users dialing in and Alt + Y to raise your hand

• If you are unable to access the internet or are having technical problems, please call 
into the meeting at 1-305-224-1968, Webinar ID: 871 3323 5639

• Use the View button in the upper right-hand corner to adjust the meeting view 
settings to your preference

• Closed captioning automatically generated by Zoom

If you have trouble 
with the meeting 
technology during 
the presentation, 
please call:

 1-888-799-9666^



 

Public meeting notes and procedures
Notification of video recording
• This virtual public meeting will be recorded. The Massachusetts Department of Transportation may 

choose to retain and distribute the video, images, audio, and/or chat transcript.
• All parts of this meeting are considered public record.
• By continuing attendance with this virtual public meeting, you are consenting to participate in a 

recorded event.
• If you are not comfortable being recorded, please turn off your camera and keep your microphone 

muted, or you may choose to excuse yourself from the meeting.

Important notes
• Your microphone and webcam are automatically disabled upon entering the meeting. 
• The meeting will be open to questions and answers at the end of the formal presentation. 
• Please take time to respond to our survey at the end of the meeting. Your feedback is important. 

All questions and comments are welcome and appreciated, however we do 
request that you refrain from any disrespectful comments.



 

Notice of MassDOT’s policy on diversity and civil rights
• All MassDOT activities, including public meetings, are free of discrimination. 

• MassDOT complies with all federal and state civil rights requirements preventing discrimination based 
on sex, race, color, ancestry, national origin (limited English proficiency), religion, creed, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or veteran’s status.  

• We welcome the diversity from across our entire service area. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please visit https://www.mass.gov/nondiscrimination-in-transportation-program to reach the Office of 
Diversity and Civil Rights.

Thank you for joining our meeting.  We appreciate your participation!

https://www.mass.gov/nondiscrimination-in-transportation-program


 

Advertisements/Public Outreach
MassDOT Website
- Event created

- Flyer posted in English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Arabic, Chinese, & Haitian-Creole 

Local Newspapers 
- Charlestown Patriot Bridge

- Somerville Medford Transcript Journal

- Somerville/Medford Weekly News

- Cambridge Chronicle & Tab

- Cambridge Day

Legislative Briefing

- July 9, 2026 - Virtual



 

Agenda
01  Introduction

02  Project Need

03 Project Goals 

04  Concept Design 

05  Next Steps

06  Question & Answer



 

Presentation Participants
• MassDOT 

– Christopher Cameron, Project Manager
– Brain Levine, District 6 Project Development
– Brian Fallon, District 4 Project Development 
– Dan Fielding, Legislative Affairs
– Michael Ruderman, Right of Way
– Miranda Briseño, Producer
– Adetoyin Olaoye, Producer

• Design Consultant Team
– Chris Howard, P.E., GPI
– John Watters, P.E., GPI

• City of Somerville 
– Brad Rawson, Director of Mobility
– Justin Schreiber, Senior Transportation Planner

• City of Cambridge
– Jeff Parenti, Assistant Commissioner for Street 

Management
– Bill Deignan, Senior Transportation Program 

Manager



 

Project Area

This Squires Bridge Replacement 
project extends along McGrath 
Highway from the southern extent, just 
over the city line, at Third Street in 
Cambridge to the northern extent at 
Poplar Street and Medford Street in 
Somerville.

The northern extent project limits are 
being coordinated with the McGrath 
Boulevard project.

East 
Cambridge

Brickbottom

McGrath Highway Squires Bridge

Twin City Plaza



Why was this 
project 
initiated?



 

Project Need
• Bridge Deterioration

• Currently safe but deteriorating

• Roadway Improvements
• Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Transit 

Accommodations
• Operational Improvements

• Neighborhood Connectivity
• Somerville Ave Extension (Scary 

Way) provides poor access to the 
Brickbottom neighborhood

• Future Path connections
• ADA accessibility improvements



 

Massachusetts

July
2023

Bridge inspection 
revealed significant 
deterioration.

January
2024

Consultant evaluated 
existing structure and 
recommended full 
replacement.

December
2025

Development of Bridge 
Type Study Reports and 
Geotechnical 
Investigations

July
2026

Public Information 
Meeting

How did we get here?



What do we 
want to 
accomplish?



 

Project Goals • Replace Squires Bridge

• Continue Safety improvements to support Vision Zero objectives

• Improve neighborhood connections

• Improve facilities supporting sustainable transportation

• Accessible design that removes barriers



Relevant 
Projects



 

Coordination with 
Relevant Projects

• McGrath Boulevard Project (#607981)

• Rutherford Avenue (#606226)

• Silver Line Extension Alternatives Analysis

• Redevelopment of 200 McGrath Highway

• Redevelopment at 1 & 15 McGrath Highway

• MBTA Bus Network Redesign

• Brickbottom Neighborhood Plan

• Poplar Street Pump Station / Art Farm

• Grand Junction to Community Path 
Connection



What is the 
preferred 
alternative?



 

Boston

N

Preferred Alternative

O’Brien Highway Squires Bridge

Twin City 
Plaza

Brickbottom



 

N

Third Street to Rufo Road

Fairfield 
Marriott

Holiday Inn
Express

McDonald’s

Shell

1 McGrath
Redevelopment

15 McGrath
Redevelopment



 

Third Street to Rufo Road

Existing Condition

• Excessive pavement width

• No physical separation for bike 
lanes

Proposed Alternative

• Reallocate pavement width to 
provide raised single direction 
bike lanes and street buffers



 

Squires Bridge

N

Squires Bridge

Star Market

• Replacement of bridge structure 
and elimination of pier supports 
within MBTA right-of-way

• New structure to span 
completely over MBTA tracks

• Accessible connection proposed 
from Linwood Street to Route 28

Brickbottom



 

Squires Bridge Approach Roadway

Existing Condition

• Excessive pavement width to 
formerly accommodate 3 travel lanes 
(recently re-striped to 2) in each 
direction

Proposed Alternative

• New structure to provide 2 travel 
lanes in each direction consistent 
with the rest of McGrath Boulevard 
corridor

• Sidewalks and single-direction bike 
lanes to be incorporated with bridge 
rail protection from motor vehicles



 

Somerville Ave Extension (“Scary Way”)

N

What’s included in the design? 

• Somerville Ave Extension realigned 
for better Brickbottom connectivity

• Maintains one way motor vehicle 
operation

• Sidewalk and two-way separated bike 
lane

• 200 McGrath direct driveway access 
to Route 28, no rerouting of vehicles 
through Brickbottom

Somerville Ave 
Extension

Future 200 McGrath 
Redevelopment

Future Pump 
Station Park



 

Somerville Ave Extension “Scary Way”

Existing Condition Proposed Alternative



How will the 
bridges look?



 

Investigated Bridge Type
Squires Bridge
• Single span beam bridge

• Two span beam bridge

• Truss bridge

• Other large-span structures

Somerville Ave Extension Bridge
• Single span beam bridge

Squires Bridge
Somerville Avenue 
Extension Bridge



 

Single Span Beam Bridge
• No supports between railroad tracks

• Reduced railroad impacts during 
construction

• Provides space for future potential 
path development at South Abutment

• Improved openness and visibility for 
Somerville Avenue Extension

Preferred Bridge Type



 

Squires Bridge – Proposed Elevation



 

Squires Bridge – Proposed Cross Section



 

Somerville Avenue Extension – Proposed Elevation



 

McGrath Boulevard over Somerville Avenue Extension – 
Cross Section



How will the 
project be 
constructed?



 

Anticipated Staging - Route 28/Squires Bridge Construction Looking Northbound

Demolish Existing NB



 

Anticipated Staging - Route 28/Squires Bridge Construction Looking Northbound

Build New NB Bridge

Demolish Existing SB Bridge



 

Anticipated Staging - Route 28/Squires Bridge Construction Looking Northbound

Build New SB Bridge



How will your 
property be 
impacted?  



Right-of-Way (ROW)
• Proposed work primarily within the existing 

State Highway Layout

• Project width constrained by existing buildings

• Small impacts to rebuild sidewalks and 
driveways

• Public will be informed of property impacts as 
the design advances 

• All Right of Way activities are governed by the 
provisions of the Real Property Act of 1970 and 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 79



 

1 2 3 4 5

Our next steps

• Stakeholders
• Somerville
• Cambridge

• Project coordination
• Plan development
• Preliminary ROW

Continue Outreach 25% Design Design Public Hearing Final Design Construction
• 75% Design
• 100% Design
• Complete ROW
• Prepare Bid Package

Fall 2026 Early 2027 2028 – 2030

• Advertisement
• Bid Review
• Select Contractor
• Notice to Proceed

Ongoing

• Present full 25% 
level design

Begins 2030



How to Stay 
Involved?



 

How to reach us

• Submit email comments to:
 massdotmajorprojects@dot.state.ma.us

• For project information visit the MassDOT Upcoming Events for Highway Division web site at
http://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/events or used the QR Code:

• Submit written comments to:
Carrie Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer
MassDOT Highway Division
10 Park Plaza
Boston, MA 02116
Attention: MAJOR PROJECTS, PROJECT FILE NO. 612634

mailto:massdotmajorprojects@dot.state.ma.us
http://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/events


Questions and 
answers



 

Questions and answers

• “Raise your hand” to be unmuted for verbal questions (Alt + Y if using a phone)

• Submit your questions and comments using the Q&A button

• Please state your name before your question

• Please share only 1 question or comment at a time, limited to 2 minutes, to allow 
others to participate

• To ask a question via phone, dial *9 and the moderator will call out the last 4-digits of 
your phone number and unmute your audio when it is your turn

All questions and comments are subject to disclosure for public records.  Please use 
these functions for project related business only.

1



City of Somerville
City of Cambridge

Thank You
Squires Bridge Replacement 
Route 28 over MBTA
Zoom  |  July 14, 2026  | 7:00 PM  to  8:30 PM

Project File No. 612634

Project Manager – Christopher Cameron 
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