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Open House #4: Meeting Summary 

Date: May 24, 2017, 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM 

Location: New Bedford Free Public Library, 213 Pleasant Street, New Bedford 

Present 

Project Staff: 

Gabe Sherman and Trey Wadsworth, Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) Office of 

Transportation Planning (OTP); Nathan Higgins, Cambridge Systematics (CS); Regan Checchio and 

Sarah Paritsky, Regina Villa Associates (RVA). 

Public Attendees: 

Paul Mission, Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD) 

William Veno, Martha’s Vineyard Commission 

*Brandon Wilcox, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

*Member of the Freight Advisory Committee

Purpose 

The fourth Open House was held to introduce the Massachusetts Freight Plan to the Southeastern 

Massachusetts region, share the work completed to date, and gather input from the public.  

Format 

The meeting was arranged in an open house format with boards at stations set up around the room. Four 

informational boards were set up on one side of the room and staff were available to answer questions: 

1. Map

2. Background

3. Industries

4. How Freight Moves

Four additional boards with questions were set up on the other side of the room. Participants were given 

an opportunity to respond to a question on each board by writing responses on sticky notes, but no 

written comments were received. The project team posted one or two responses derived from the 

interviews to provide an example response.  

A short presentation was projected in the back of the room (on a loop). The slides included information 

about the objectives, background, and timeline of the Freight Plan (see: Presentation, page 3). 
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PRESENTATION
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Our objectives

Fulfill all federal requirements for State Freight Plans

Articulate a vision for the freight system

Raise awareness of freight’s role in the economy

Use scenario planning to address an uncertain future and 

develop robust strategies



How we see the freight system
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Freight’s role in the economy

5 Source: Opportunities for All – The Baker-Polito Strategy and Plan for Making
Massachusetts Great Everywhere
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What we are doing
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Synthesize 30+ reports
Analyze Freight Data
4 Agency Round Tables
25+ Industry Interviews

Aug    Sep    Oct    Nov    Dec    Jan    Feb    Mar    Apr    May    Jun   Jul

4 FAC Meetings and 
Open Houses
Scenario Planning to 
articulate vision, goals, 
objectives, and robust 
strategies. 

2017 
Freight 
Plan



How MassDOT thinks about overall 
transportation goals
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How MassDOT thinks about 
investment priorities
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