Statutory Advisory Board (SAB)
February 3, 2026
Meeting Minutes

SAB Attendees: Brian MacDonald, Blair Wong, Kathy Petkauskos, and Kerlyne Pacombe

MCB Staff Attendees: John Oliveira, Nathan Skrocki, and Lucy Evangelidis

Meeting held via Zoom, recording available to the public on the MCB YouTube channel. Public invited to participate through Q&A at the end of the meeting.

Minutes
A quorum was reached. The meeting was held via Zoom in accordance with authorization approved by Governor Healey through June 30, 2027. The meeting was recorded and will be posted on the MCB website along with the minutes.

A motion to approve the January 6, 2026 minutes was made by Brian and seconded by Kerlyne. The motion passed. No edits or questions were raised regarding the minutes.

Commissioner Update – Presented by Commissioner John Oliveira
Commissioner Oliveira provided the following updates:
• Federal government shutdown
	At the time of the meeting, the federal government was in a partial shutdown. MCB 	typically receives federal funding in early March; delays are possible if the shutdown 	continues. The agency previously received approximately 30–33% of its anticipated 	allocation in November and expects a larger portion once the federal budget is finalized.
	Currently, there is no impact on MCB services or staffing. RSA staff prepared for 	shutdown procedures but are expected to resume normal operations once the budget is 	resolved.
• Randolph-Sheppard Program – Military Dining Contracts
	The U.S. Department of Education signed a waiver requested by the Department of 	Defense to exclude Army bases from the Randolph-Sheppard priority for blind vendors in 	military dining contracts.
	A coalition including the National Federation of the Blind, the National Association of 	Blind Merchants, and individual vendors filed a court petition to block the waiver. The 	waiver is temporarily blocked pending litigation.
	If implemented, the waiver would allow military dining contracts to be rebid without 	priority for blind vendors, potentially displacing vendors currently operating large-scale 	dining facilities. These contracts are significant operations, some employing dozens to 	hundreds of staff and serving thousands of meals daily.
	Commissioner Oliveira noted that while this action currently targets Army dining 	contracts, it could expand if successful.
• Legislative Information Page
	In response to stakeholder requests, MCB is creating a legislative information page on its 	website. Rather than duplicating content, the page will include links to legislative updates 	provided by external organizations, including the National Federation of the Blind of 	Massachusetts and the Bay State Council of the Blind. One organization has submitted 	content; the second has been reminded and is expected to respond shortly.
• Town Hall – February 26
	MCB will host a virtual Town Hall on February 26 from 3:00–5:00 PM titled 	“Independence for Everyday Living.”
	Presenters will include:
	innosearchAI – an accessible shopping platform offering online and phone-based 	purchasing support.
	Hadley – formerly Hadley School for the Blind, now offering expanded distance 	education and practical life skill resources.
	The event is open to all and does not require advance registration. A Zoom link will be 	shared via email, social media, and the MCB website.
• State Budget (House 1)
	MCB’s FY26 House 1 budget is approximately $30.8 million. The agency is essentially 	level funded and received support to offset Chapter 257 and other state-related personnel 	cost increases. There are no earmarks in the current proposal.
• Hiring Freeze
	A statewide hiring freeze is in effect. Agencies may hire only if they are below their 	authorized staffing cap. MCB is currently one position over its cap following a recent 	retirement and therefore cannot fill the vacated position until staffing levels fall below the 	cap.
• Free Tax Preparation Services
	Free tax preparation assistance is available statewide for individuals earning $69,000 or 	less. Services include electronic filing and screening for eligibility for credits such as the 	Earned Income Tax Credit. MCB has provided a video magnifier at one site to support 	individuals with low vision. Locations include Boston Public Library and other 	community sites statewide.

Programs & Services Update – Provided by Commissioner Oliveira on behalf of Justine Muir
Justine was on vacation; the following updates were shared:
• Internship season planning has begun.
• Planning is underway for the Pre-Employment Transition Conference for Teachers of the Visually Impaired and Orientation & Mobility Instructors, scheduled for May 1.

Dashboard Update – Nathan Skrocki
Nathan provided updated consumer and service data:
• Open cases
	SR Children: 903
	SR Adults: 3,326
	VR Youth: 200
	VR Adults: 772
• Closed cases 
	VR: 90 successful closures; 42 unsuccessful closures
	SR Adults: 197
	SR Children: 6
· Registrations and documents
	New registrations in January: 122
	Certificates of Blindness issued year-to-date: 625
	MCB ID cards issued year-to-date: 100
	The most represented VR age group remains 19–29, followed by 30–39. Notably, more 	than 40 individuals age 70+ and 116 individuals ages 60–69 are active in VR services.
· Nathan also noted that MCB is in the process of updating the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) State Plan. Public hearings will be held in late February or early March to gather input.

Public Comment & Questions
• Questions were raised regarding the scope and potential expansion of the Randolph-Sheppard waiver and its broader implications.
• Clarification was provided that the current action applies specifically to military dining contracts associated with Army bases.
• Discussion highlighted the financial scale and entrepreneurial significance of these contracts, as well as the broader impact of telework on traditional vending stand revenue.
• Additional questions addressed income eligibility and geographic availability for free tax preparation services; the program is statewide and applies to federal and state returns.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made and approved. The meeting was adjourned.

