Statutory Advisory Board (SAB)
July 7, 2026
Meeting Minutes

SAB Attendees: Brian MacDonald, Blair Wong, Kerlyne Pacombe, and Nancy Rumbolt-Trzcinski

MCB Staff Attendees: Nathan Skrocki, Justine Muir, and Lucy Evangelidis

Meeting held via Zoom, recording available to the public on the MCB YouTube channel. Public invited to participate through Q&A at the end of the meeting.

Minutes
A quorum was reached. The meeting was held via Zoom in accordance with authorization approved by Governor Healey through June 30, 2027. The meeting was recorded and will be posted on the MCB website along with the minutes.

A motion to approve the June 2, 2026 minutes was made by Blair and seconded by Nancy. The motion passed. No edits or questions were raised regarding the minutes.

Commissioner Update – Presented by Justine Muir
Fiscal Year-End Operations 
· MCB staff successfully balanced fiscal year-end responsibilities while continuing to provide services and support to consumers.
· Staff were recognized for their collaboration and dedication during the close of FY26.
· MCB staff recently gathered to celebrate Helen Keller's birthday, recognizing her legacy and reflecting on the agency's mission.
Budget Update
· The FY27 state budget has been sent to the Governor for review and signature.
· MCB reported no concerns regarding the current budget and is awaiting final action.
· A 1/12 budget has been enacted, allowing agency operations and consumer services to continue without interruption.
Programs & Services Update – Justine Muir
Summer Internship Program 
· The Summer Internship Program is underway with interns actively participating in placements across the Commonwealth.
· MCB has received positive feedback from both interns and employer partners regarding the program.
· Planning continues for the internship closing ceremony, which will be held at the State House on August 13, where interns and employer partners will be recognized.
Vocational Rehabilitation Peer Review
· MCB completed its annual Vocational Rehabilitation peer-to-peer case review process.
· The review provides staff with opportunities to strengthen documentation practices, ensure compliance with RSA requirements, and share best practices across regions.
· Staff feedback regarding the event was overwhelmingly positive.
· Nate Skrocki and Molly were recognized for their leadership in planning and coordinating the peer review process.
· New England Low Vision and Blindness provided an assistive technology demonstration following the review, which was well received by staff.
Annual Staff Meeting 
· Planning is underway for MCB's annual all-staff meeting scheduled for September.
· The meeting will recognize staff accomplishments from the previous year while establishing priorities for the upcoming year.
Regional Outreach  
· Regional staff continue participating in community outreach events, trainings, and partnerships throughout the Commonwealth.
· Children's Services staff have begun coordinating with schools in preparation for the upcoming academic year.
Dashboard Update – Nathan Skrocki
Open Cases
· 929 Children's Social Rehabilitation cases
· Over 3,300 Adult Social Rehabilitation cases
· 195 Youth Vocational Rehabilitation cases
· 729 Adult Vocational Rehabilitation cases
Closed Cases (Year-to-Date)
· 37 Children's Social Rehabilitation cases
· Approximately 1,200 Adult Social Rehabilitation cases
· 175 Successful Vocational Rehabilitation closures
· 101 Unsuccessful Vocational Rehabilitation closures
Registrations and Certificates
· More than 3,800 Certificates of Blindness issued year-to-date, with totals already exceeding 4,000 following the start of the new fiscal year.
· 577 MCB identification cards issued year-to-date.
· 855 new consumer registrations year-to-date.
· Overall caseloads and service trends remain consistent with prior years, and MCB's successful vocational rehabilitation closure rate continues to compare favorably with other state blindness agencies.
Board Discussion & Public Comments 
Eye Health Awareness Night at Polar Park 
· Blair reminded members of Eye Health Awareness Night at Polar Park on August 13.
· MCB will participate alongside other organizations serving individuals who are blind or visually impaired.
· Blair announced he had been invited to throw out the ceremonial first pitch during the event.
Adaptive Sports Event 
· Blair shared highlights from a recent adaptive sports event hosted through the Carroll Center at Boston College High School.
· Activities included beep baseball, Achilles running and walking, rowing demonstrations, and goalball.
· Commissioner Oliveira attended and helped open the event.
 Peer Review Discussion
· Kerlyne asked whether a peer review process similar to the VR review exists for Social Rehabilitation staff.
· MCB explained that while ongoing supervisory case reviews occur within each region, a statewide cross-regional peer review has not been implemented for Social Rehabilitation staff.
· Kerlyne suggested that a cross-regional review process could benefit all service disciplines by encouraging collaboration and the sharing of best practices.
Region 5 Consumer Council Update 
· Jonathan Gale announced plans for region 5's first virtual town hall meeting, anticipated for early September.
· The event will bring together consumers, community organizations, and MCB staff to discuss services, resources, and regional priorities.
· Jonathan requested contact information for the chairs of the other regional Consumer Councils to encourage statewide collaboration.
· Blair suggested adding the event to the MCB calendar once finalized.
· Jonathan also shared plans to develop an audio information channel through the Perkins Library to provide regular updates on regional events and services.
Budget Update
· During public comment, Greg Donnelly reported that the legislative conference committee had forwarded the FY27 state budget to the Governor.
· He noted that the budget continues funding the $1.1 million Social Rehabilitation earmark, marking the ninth year out of the past ten that the funding has been maintained.
· Greg emphasized the importance of continued advocacy to preserve this funding in future years.
Meeting Adjourned 
The meeting adjourned following public comments. The Board confirmed that the next SAB meeting will be held in August, with no meeting anticipated in September.

