Statutory Advisory Board (SAB)
March 3, 2026
Meeting Minutes

SAB Attendees: Brian MacDonald, Blair Wong, Kathy Petkauskos, Nancy Rumbolt-Trzcinski, and Kerlyne Pacombe

MCB Staff Attendees: John Oliveira, Nathan Skrocki, Justine Muir, and Lucy Evangelidis

Meeting held via Zoom, recording available to the public on the MCB YouTube channel. Public invited to participate through Q&A at the end of the meeting.

Minutes
A quorum was reached. The meeting was held via Zoom in accordance with authorization approved by Governor Healey through June 30, 2027. The meeting was recorded and will be posted on the MCB website along with the minutes.

A motion to approve the February 3, 2026 minutes was made by Kerlyne and seconded by Brian. The motion passed. No edits or questions were raised regarding the minutes.

Commissioner Update – Presented by Commissioner John Oliveira 
Commissioner Oliveira provided the following updates:
Federal Updates – Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA)
· Partial government shutdown has not had an impact on MCB funding 
· Received portions of the Supported Employment & Older Independent Blind grants, VR funding is coming this week 
· RSA, currently within the Department of Education, is expected to transition to the Department of Labor using a temporary administrative process during the current fiscal year, with a full transition anticipated in FY27.
· MCB and partner organizations have advocated for RSA to remain an independent entity with an appointed commissioner to preserve control over its budget.
· Without this structure, there is concern that vocational rehabilitation (VR) funding could be reduced or reallocated within the Department of Labor.
· Discussions are ongoing at the national level, including meetings with the National Council of Agencies Serving the Blind.
· RSA has been invited to present but has not yet confirmed participation.
Randolph-Sheppard Program – Litigation Update
• Litigation is ongoing regarding efforts by the Department of Defense to limit Randolph-Sheppard priority for blind vendors in military dining contracts.
· A coalition including the National Federation of the Blind, the National Association of Blind Merchants, and individual vendors has filed suit in Maryland.
· The case stems from a waiver signed by the Secretary of Education based on limited examples of vendor noncompliance.
· Further review indicated inaccuracies in the supporting evidence.
· These contracts are large-scale, multi-million dollar operations requiring partnerships with experienced food service companies.
· The outcome could have broader implications for federal contracting opportunities beyond military dining.
Federal Funding Update (VR Grant)
• MCB is awaiting the release of remaining federal VR funds.
• The agency has sufficient funding through April but requires additional funds beyond that timeframe.
• Other federal grants have been received, and RSA has indicated remaining funds are expected soon.
State Budget and Legislative Update
• MCB’s state budget remains approximately $30.8 million and level funded.
• The agency will present before the Ways and Means Committee later this month.
• Earmarked funds remain in place and are expected to be distributed in April.
· Funds will support training services through the Carroll Center for the Blind and the Massachusetts Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
· An RFR is currently posted for in-home training services funded through earmarks.
Town Hall – AI and Accessibility
• MCB hosted a Town Hall focused on artificial intelligence and accessibility.
· Presentations were provided by Hadley and InnoSearchAI.
· A recording will be posted on the MCB website.
· Attendees will receive a survey, and suggestions for future topics are encouraged.
Digital Accessibility Compliance (April 2026 Deadline)
• The Commonwealth is working toward compliance with digital accessibility requirements by April 26, 2026.
· MCB staff have received training on creating accessible content.
· Materials are reviewed prior to publication.
· A statewide initiative is in place to support compliance.
Additional Updates
• Commissioner Oliveira will attend the CSUN Assistive Technology Conference to explore new AI and accessibility tools.

Programs & Services Update – Presented by Deputy Commissioner Justine Muir
Justine provided the following updates:
Older Independent Blind (OIB) Program
• Participation in peer support groups remains strong.
• A new webpage listing peer support groups by location has been launched.
Vending Program
• Two consumers have entered the Randolph-Sheppard vendor training pipeline.
· Both completed screening and will proceed with training, including ServSafe certification.
Summer Internship Program
• Placement efforts are underway.
• Several internships have been secured.
• Additional placements are needed in:
· Government and public policy, information technology and software development, human services (including youth services), hands-on non-computer based roles, legal and disability policy, and bilingual Spanish customer service roles 
Upcoming Initiatives
• Planning is underway for a Fall Job Fair.
• A potential Spring 2027 job fair is being discussed.
• The Visions of Collaboration Conference is scheduled for May 1.

Dashboard Update – Nathan Skrocki
Nathan provided updated consumer and service data: 
Open cases
• SR Children: Just over 900
• SR Adults: Just over 3,300
• VR Youth: Just over 200
• VR Adults: 778
Closed cases
• SR Children: 15 (calendar year)
• SR Adults: 381 (calendar year)
•VR: 100 successful closures; 47 unsuccessful closures (fiscal year)
Registrations and documents
• New registrations (past two months): 271
• Certificates of Blindness issued year-to-date: 1,200
• MCB ID cards issued year-to-date: 150
• Data trends remain stable with no significant changes.

Public Comment & Questions
• Questions were raised about RSA moving to the Department of Labor and potential risks.
· Commissioner Oliveira noted risks can be mitigated if RSA retains an appointed commissioner and independent budget.
• Clarification was provided on parties involved in the Randolph-Sheppard litigation.
• A question was raised about accessibility of statewide AI training initiatives.
· MCB will follow up on accessibility.
• Suggestions were made for future Town Hall topics, including increasing awareness of Regional Advisory Councils (RACs).
• Public comments highlighted:
· Efforts to expand RAC engagement through regional meetings
· Partnerships such as Lions Clubs
· Community-based activities and outreach
· Challenges were noted regarding digital accessibility compliance at the local level, including funding, training, and staffing constraints.

Adjournment
• A motion to adjourn was made and approved.
• The meeting was adjourned.





