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G. Affidavit of Thomas A. Barocci, 11/24/2017; and 
H. Suffolk Superior Court Pleadings, # 1684CV00809, Craft Beer Guild LLC v. ABCC. 

There is one (1) audio recording of this hearing. 

The Commission took administrative notice of the Licensee’s file. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The Commission makes the following findings of fact: 

1. August A. Busch & Co. of Massachusetts (“August Busch” or “Licensee”) holds a § 18 
wines and malt beverage wholesaler license with a place of business at 440 Riverside 
Avenue, Medford, Massachusetts, and has held that license since 1937.  (Exhibit 1, Exhibit 
F, Commission File) 

2. The Licensee is a wholly owned subsidiary of Anheuser-Busch LLC (“Anheuser”).  
Anheuser hold a § 18B certificate of compliance, with its principal office in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  (Exhibit 1, Exhibit F, Commission File) 

3. None of the Licensee’s senior managers are employed by Anheuser, nor do any of the 
Licensee’s directors serve on the Board of Directors of Anheuser.  (Exhibit 1, Exhibit F, 
Commission File) 

4. Over the course of 2016 and 2017, Investigators Kenny and Velez, along with Chief 
Investigator Mahony made multiple requests for documents and invoices from the Licensee 
concerning the placement of refrigeration units and draft equipment commonly used in 
retail outlets.  The amassed documentation supplied included lists of the type and cost of 
units, and number of units placed in retail outlets.  (Exhibit 1) 

5. From early 2014 to early 2015, the Licensee’s sales representatives contacted multiple 
retailers offering the retailers Budweiser draught towers and coolers.  When a retailer 
indicated that it wanted a draught tower and/or cooler, the Licensee’s representatives would 
authorize the delivery of the draught tower and/or cooler.  (Exhibits 1, 7, 8, Exhibit F) 

6. Anheuser ordered and purchased the coolers from third-party refrigeration manufacturers, 
who in turned shipped the coolers to an inventory management system storage warehouse, 
and from there, delivered to the Licensee’s premises in Medford.  The Licensee then 
delivered the coolers to the retailers who requested them.  These coolers were provided at 
no cost to the retailers.  (Exhibits 1, 7, 8, 9, Exhibit F) 

7. Anheuser ordered and purchased the Budweiser draught towers from Micro Matic, a third-
party draught equipment manufacturer, who then shipped them to Sutherland Installations, 
a third-party installation company, for delivery and installation at the respective retailers’ 
premises.  The Licensee did not deliver or install the draught towers; however, the 
Licensee’s draught manager would contact Sutherland to set up installation of the draught 
towers at retailers’ premises.  These draught towers were provided at no cost to retailers.  
(Exhibits 1, 8, Exhibit F) 








