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Present on Zoom: Carolyn Kain, Iraida Alvarez (co-chair), Emily White (co-chair), Megan Glassberg, Mary Kate Haswell, Shari Krauss, Moses Ndauti, Zachary Houston and Heidi Gold

Meeting Minutes: Dianne Lescinskas

Guest Presenters (DESE):  Martha Daigle, Ma-Yu-Ping Mao, Jamie Camacho 

Ms. Alvarez called the meeting to order and welcomed all members of the Birth to Fourteen-Year Subcommittee.  Ms. Kain made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from October 8th, Dr. White seconded the motion, a roll call was made with Ms. Krauss and Mr. Ndauti abstaining from the motion.  All other members of the subcommittee approved the meeting minutes.

Jamie Camacho from DESE started the meeting with a presentation – Overview of Transition to IDEA part C to part A – transition from EI to special education.

Highlights from the Presentation

Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act - or IDEA - requires that children and their families participating in early intervention who are potentially eligible for IDEA early childhood special education support, experience a smooth and effective transition to those services
Family
· Transition to Early Childhood Special Education is an exciting and challenging time for young children and their families. Implementing best practices will make the transition easier and ensure positive outcomes for children.
· Parents are equal partners in all steps of the IEP process. Family engagement is essential for improving outcomes for young children with disabilities.
Early Childhood Transition
· The Department collects data and reports to the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on the implementation of the IEP by 3 years of age for children who have been found eligible for special education and who have been referred from an Early Intervention (EI) program.
Childhood Outcomes
· Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships)
· Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (language and literacy)
· Use of appropriate behaviors to meet needs.

Indicator 6 – pre-school environments
Definition: Percentage of children aged 3, 4, and 5 with IEPs attending a regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of services there
· Indicator 6A: Children receiving special education in a regular early childhood program
· Indicator 6B: Children is separate special education classes or schools
· Indicator 6C: Children receiving services at home

Why is reviewing this data important?
· Inclusive settings support children with and without disabilities to grow in their social/emotional, knowledge and skills development
· Indicator 6 data help us understand preschool placement trends across the state
What is the goal?
· For more children to be appropriately served in inclusive/regular programs over time
· We hope to see the percentage of 6A increase and 6B and 6C decrease over time.

Part B Indicator 12 - Early Childhood Transition

Percent of children referred from Early Intervention, prior to age three, who are found eligible for special education services and who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) implemented by their 3rd birthday
· Indicator 12 is one way that Massachusetts ensures that schools and districts comply with Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) regulations (34 CFR 300.124 and 34 CFR 300.323) and Massachusetts Special Education Regulations (603 CMR 28:04 - 28:06) for the transition of children from Early Intervention (birth to age 3) to early childhood special education (ages 3 to 22 years old). 
This Indicator ensures that children are evaluated in a timely way so that those determined eligible begin receiving needed services and supports at age three.
What is Indicator 12
· Indicator 12 measures the percentage of children referred from Early Intervention who are found eligible for special education services and who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) implemented on their 3rd birthday.
Indicator 12 includes:
· Children who received Early Intervention services before their 3rd birthday and who were referred by Early Intervention to the school district. 
· Children who are determined eligible and not eligible for special education services.
· It excludes: 
· Children referred by a parent or agency other than Early Intervention

Part B Indicator 7
Indicator 7 looks at the percentage of preschool children with IEPs (ages 3 to 5) who improve in 3 outcomes: 
A. Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships)
B. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (language and literacy)
C. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs

Indicator 7 Measurements
Each outcome has two summary statements:
· Summary Statement 1: Of the preschool children with IEPs who entered preschool program below age expectations, the percent who made gains by the time they turned 6 years of age or exited the program.
· Summary Statement 2: The percent of preschool children who were within age expectations by the time they turned 6 years of age or exited the program. 
Special Education Student Data
· Approximately 191,000 students are provided special education supports and services across the Commonwealth (about 21% of total enrollment)
· Approximately 12,000 of these students are ages 3-5
· Of all students provided special education support and services
· Approximately 30,600 students are identified with a primary diagnosis of Autism
· Approximately 22,000 are identified with a primary disability of Developmental Delay (Development Delay may be used as a primary disability for children 3-9 years of age)
· Note: MA does not maintain primary disability data by grade/age 
DESE Priorities
· Improve data quality and completeness 
· Provide Technical Assistance and resources to support LEA staff to improve timelines, services, and childhood outcomes
· Communities of Practice
· Webinars
· Targeted technical assistance
· Revise monitoring to meet federal guidance 
Discussion
· There are students not in school and not receiving services – the data does not capture the “child find” students – some of these students are attending CBP (Center Based Programs) due to receiving more services from Insurance Company compared to what they would receive in school.
· Is there data on students not getting timely services?
· A question was asked regarding what happens after the school district does the initial evaluations out of EI - DESE expects school districts to hold the IEP meeting and then implement services
· Indicator 7 is looking at outcomes/measurements – looking at expected growth
· Any data on Center Based Programs (ABA) who may have children until age 6 – they then start school late and are not prepared for school – no data but did issue a “child find” memo years ago – thinking about how to capture these students
· Family frustration – desire for more intensive services but not able to get them in school – that is why some families choose the CBP and start school much later
· Would it make sense for DESE to annually provide districts on their obligation on IDEA?
· There is a need for more pre-school classrooms
With no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned.  The co-chairs will send out a doodle poll to find the next meeting date.








