


Massachusetts Autism Commission
Executive Office of Health and Human Services
Meeting Minutes

May 27, 2025   
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Via Zoom

Autism Commission Members Present:  Undersecretary Mary McGeown (EHS), Michelle Harris (DDS), Carolyn Kain (EHS), Sarah Peterson (DDS), Chris Peltier (DDS), Sen. Joan Lovely (SEN), Sasha Isreal for Rep. Christine Barbar, Toni Wolf (MBY), Jen Chebator (DCF), Christine Hubbard, Iraida Alvarez (DESE), Aimee Smith Zeoli (EEC), Bronia Clifton (EOHLC), Emily White (DPH), Sacha Stadhard (EOL), Mary Price (DHE), Karen Wylie, Lee Robinson, Jo Ann Simons, Faith Ambrose (EOE), Janet Barbieri, Laurie Anastopoulos, Joanne Flatley,  Zachary Houston, Julia Landau, Jessica Sassi and Mi-Haita James (DMH)
Guests: Josh Greenberg (DMH), Mary Kate Haswell (DDS) and Stephanie Coburn (DDS)
Meeting Minutes: Dianne Lescinskas (EHS)
Review and Approval of the Minutes from February 27th, 2025
Undersecretary Mary McGeown called the meeting to order and welcomed the members to the meeting.  
Ms. Kain asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from February 27th, 2025, Ms. Simons moved the motion to approve, Mr. Peltier seconded the motion.  A roll call was done, and member Mi-Hata James abstained from the vote and all other members present approved the motion.  The motion passed.
DDS Children’s Autism Waiver Program Overview – presented by Mary Kate Haswell (DDS) and Steph Coburn (DDS)
The waiver was approved for this year from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) – it is a 5 year approval.
· It is a MassHealth Waiver Program that is run by DDS, it is a yearlong process of recruitment, and the start date is Oct. 1
· It is open interest and will except applications electronically
· A lottery system, dividing the state into 5 regions and each region is random (picked)
· Must be found DDS eligible when the application is returned but can apply if not yet eligible
· Last year, DDS received over 900 applications – the highest since before COVID
Eligibility Requirements
· Verified diagnosis of Autism
· Resident of Massachusetts
· Under the age of 10
· Level of care
· Responsible parent/guardian willing to participate/have services in the home and community
· Able to be safely served in the community
· Child must be DDS eligible to participate in the AWP – it is possible to be DDS eligible and not AWP eligible, but it is not possible to be DDS ineligible and AWP eligible
AWP Services
· Self-direction model
· Main focus – in-home behavioral therapy
· ABA/floor time/RDI – needs to be science based
· Average of 6 hours per week of in home 1:1 behavioral therapy from a direct support worker
· Consultation and parent training
· Ancillary Services include respite, home and vehicle safety, sensory items, community programs and integration, home delivered meals, family training
· There are staffing challenges – they do their best to provide 6 hours per week
· A typical budget for one year is $15,000 for the first year, year two and three it can go up to $20,000 - $6500 is available for ancillary services
Intensive Program vs. Step Down
· Budgets go up to $28,000 based on assessed needs, in-home behavioral therapy requirement and access to all ancillary services
· Step down – happens in year 4 through child leaving the program
· Budgets up to $9,000 based on assessed need, in home behavioral therapy no required, behavioral consultant requirement, access to all ancillary services
Autism Clinical Manager (ACM)
· Provides oversight and management
· Assists with budget
· Helps to create a support plan – meets with families quarterly to discuss progress
· Provides indirect supervision to the Autism Support Brokers
Autism Support Brokers
· Work at one of the 7 DDS funded Autism Support Centers
· Parent choses which ASC they want to work with
· Provide day-to-day support to families
· Assist in creating the Autism Support Plan
· Assist the families in hiring providers for child
· Meet with families in their home – minimum once per month
Reasons for Withdrawal
· Child turns 10
· Moves out of state
· Is placed in a residential program
· Gets accepted to another DDS program (DESE/DDS)
· Losses MassHealth Standard
· No longer meets the Level of Care
· Family chooses to withdraw
· Family does not comply with waiver regulations
Comments/questions
How many children are accepted into the program – it depends on open slots – currently underenrolled at 350 – it is a lengthy process (getting in program).  Since the beginning of March, they have enrolled over 50 new participants – they do have a reserved capacity for 45 3-year-olds coming out of EI.
Why underenrolled? – during COVID they did not have a good way for in-person services – a lot of people did not want anyone coming in their home.  Also, staffing challenges but that has improved.
· Is there demographic data that the commission could look at to help with enrollment
· Lack of providers is a challenge
· There is a change in requirements for direct support personnel – prior was bachelor's degree requirements and now it is education and experience
· Other state agencies do help to spread the word about the waiver
· How to ensure the interventions that are evaluated are based on scientific evidence – a lot of ABA and BCBA oversight, handful of senior therapists, LMHC and special education teachers – they do oversight of ACM and review plans – also have two licensed Floortime providers.
· Valid ASD diagnosis – ADOS, CARS – if there is still not enough information to determine, will do the Vineland, will also take IEP’s and other assessments – psychologists make the determination.
· Eligibility – only will accept MH standard
· Could we eliminate the bachelor’s degree requirement for all providers?  Boston Public Schools dropped the bachelor’s degree requirement recently.
· Look at skills-based hiring
· EI hit a barrier with commercial insurance requirements of one or more degrees.
Ms. Kain thanked DDS for the presentation and their work.  
With no further business to discuss, Ms. Kain made a motion to end the meeting.  There was no objection, so the motion was passed and the meeting adjourned.



