


Autism Commission
 Birth to Fourteen Years Old
Subcommittee Meeting 

Via-Zoom

February 6, 2026

	
Present on Zoom: Carolyn Kain, Iraida J. Alvarez (co-chair), Emily White (co-chair), Mary Kate Haswell, Shari Krauss, Laura Perez, Beth Jerskey, Steph Coburn, and Zachary Houston 

Meeting Minutes: Dianne Lescinskas

Ms. Alvarez called the meeting to order and welcomed all members of the Birth-to-Fourteen-Year Subcommittee, each member introduced themselves.  Ms. Kain made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from November 5th, Zack Houston seconded the motion, a roll call was made with Dr. Jerskey and Steph Coburn abstaining from the motion.  All other members of the subcommittee approved of the meeting minutes and the motion was passed.

Dr. White started the meeting with a presentation of data from the Department of Public Health showing the data that was submitted to the Autism Commission’s Annual Report.

Highlights of the presentation:

· Part C/Early Intervention Enrollment Data
· Review enrollment data FY23, FY24, & FY25
· Data submitted to Autism Commission: Total number of children enrolled in Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention, disaggregated by race/ethnicity • Average Duration for Each Visit • Telehealth Services
· What does the data suggest about enrollment:  Enrollment in Early Intensive Behavioral Intervention Services • Increased for Black or African American and Hispanic/Latino children • Remained stable for White children • Decreased for Asian Children

Questions/Comments

· Does the data presented match the DESE data in terms of students age 3 entering schools or is there an increase in the number of students in special education
· How does this data compare to the number of kids going from EI to the school system and then find special education ineligible
· Question on FY26 data – due to the refugee status now with the compounding effort of the Federal Government and fear of going to school – there has been a reduced number, by 100, of children from last year at this time – thoughts on what may have driven the change – privacy concerns, not wanting people in their home.
· Question on Boston Public Schools and what are you seeing for enrollment – enrollment has declined across the board – SWD not declining at the same rate – ASD student numbers continue to rise
· Question regarding data presented and how it relates to state census data
· Is there geographic data available?  After-school hours data available? Most services are provided during the day (school hours)

Presentation of Data from DESE

Ms. Alvarez presented a PowerPoint presentation with data from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education that has historically been submitted to the Autism Commission’s Annual Report  from School Year 2020-2021 to School Year 2024-2025   The presentation depicted data for students with autism for each of those school years by race and placement type, as well a cumulative total number for all those school years

Highlights from presentation:


· Age 3-5 in School Year 21 larger categories of White and Hispanic students
· School Year23 seeing Hispanic numbers increase
· School Years 24 and 25 White and Hispanic numbers represent larger part of student enrollment
· How do we use this data?  This data is part of the annual 618 submissions to USED/OSEP; and the State Performance Plan and Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) Indicators. It’s used in determining district performance, as well as any targeted monitoring, support or professional development that may be needed.  It is also used in the Annual LEA Special Education Determinations and Significant Disproportionality activities.


Comments

· Comment was made regarding data from School Year 25 and placement – noticing 40% of black students in substantially separate placements – it was suggested that it should warrant further investigation.
· Is there data on income levels of students in substantially separate settings?
· It would be helpful to review the data at the next meeting and talk about impacts of students – discussion on what can we as a committee recommend regarding the disproportionality – look at equity across the board.

With no further business to discuss, Ms. Lescinskas made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Ms. Kain seconded the motion.  With no objection, the motion passed and meeting was adjourned.




