


Massachusetts Autism Commission
Adult Subcommittee Meeting
Virtual - via zoom
September 25, 2025

11:00 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 
Remote Participation

 Chris Peltier (Co-Chair), Christine Hubbard (Co-Chair), Carolyn Kain, Dianne Lescinskas, Janet Barbieri, Josh Greenberg, Karen Wylie, Rita Gardner, Julia Geskey for Karen Seck, Joanne Flatley, and Neal Papamechail
Meeting Minutes: Dianne Lescinskas
Welcome and Introductions

Ms. Hubbard opened the meeting with introductions and thanked DDS for their work on this subcommittee.  Ms. Kain made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from our prior meeting on June 30, 2025.  Ms. Gardner seconded the motion.  With no objections, the meeting minutes were approved.

Mr. Peltier discussed the outreach flyer that was created as a resource for individuals not known to DDS to get connected for future planning.  Thinking ahead of what this subcommittee might submit as recommendations/priorities for next year.

Review of Outreach Flyer

· Flyer is for future planning purposes – parents and caregivers of adults 
· It has been widely distributed and a lot of outreach has been done – Karen Wylie is assisting to get the word out as well – there has been a lot of progress
· This is a good accomplishment of what this subcommittee set out to do this year
· If there are members of the subcommittee that have connections to elder networks, please reach out to see if they will help with the outreach and distribution of flyers
· There is a media plan – thank you to Chris Peltier and DDS team for the work and media strategy
· Schools could be included in outreach – grandparents raising grandchildren – we could send a copy of the flyer to LEA’s – send a copy of the flyer to MAPS – PAL and Federation – disability commissions from each town

Goal setting for the coming year

We will report to the commission on the Outreach Flyer and Media Plan – we can also add that as the media rolls out, we will check on the progress of the outreach.

The second recommendation - we have not gone into great detail but we can focus on this recommendation over the next few months.  We will submit proposed recommendations for next year that should be action orientated.  Suggestions on combining the two recommendations as they have some similarities – talk to DDS regarding case studies – how does an individual get an evaluation – look at the barriers that exist – expand resources.  

· Work with the Healthcare Subcommittee – if you have not been diagnosed previously, how do you get a diagnosis?
· How can we collaborate more effectively with other subcommittees and understand what they are doing and working on – do not want to duplicate goals
· Some individuals may not want to identify right now due to the current climate
· Last year, the Autism Commission voted on each subcommittee to have two recommendations/priorities - they had to be realistic on achieving the goal – the second recommendation can be given to the Healthcare Subcommittee
· We could communicate on the current situation and lack of clarity and misinformation – assist with leading people to resources – we can recommend a communication piece and develop a message with science backed information – look at benefits and address if individuals lose benefits – where can they find resources to help
· Recommendation – the Autism Commission adopt a statement regarding resources – not just government resources – where are there local resources in one’s community – this can be discussed at the next A.C. meeting – continue to look at evidence-based practice 
· The chairs will work on the language of the recommendation discussed

With no further business to discuss, Mr. Peltier made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Ms. Kain moved the motion to adjourn. With no objections, the motion passed and meeting adjourned.





