Environmental Justice Screening Form

Project Name Wollaston Channel Dredging Project
Anticipated Date of MEPA Filing Summer 2026
Proponent Name City of Quincy

Contact Information (e.g., consultant) [Briony Angus, Vice President

bangus@tighebond.com
617-640-2055

Public website for project or other City of Quincy Department of Public Works
physical location where project 1305 Hancock Street
materials can be obtained (if available) |Quincy, MA 02169

Municipality and Zip Code for Project |Quincy, MA 02170

conditioned spaces (click here for
GHG Estimation tool)

(if known)

Project Type* (list all that apply) Dredging, Resiliency (dredging of navigable channel and
mooring basin between Squantum and Wollaston Yacht
Clubs)

Is the project site within a mapped Yes — the project site is located within the regulatory

100-year FEMA flood plain? Y/N/ floodway.

unknown

Estimated GHG emissions of N/A

Project Description

1.

Provide a brief project description, including overall size of the project site and square footage of
proposed buildings and structures if known.

The proposed Project consists of maintenance dredging within the existing mooring basin
between the Squantum and Wollaston Yacht Clubs and within approximately 2,600 linear feet
of the Wollaston Channel. The dredging is designed to restore all-tide access for
emergency-response vessels, as well as for recreational and commercial boaters. The Project
proposes dredging to —6 feet Mean Low Water (MLW) with a 1-foot overdredge allowance,
resulting in the removal of approximately 57,500 cubic yards of silt and sand. Restoring the
channel to -6 feet MLW will provide sufficient depth for emergency-response vessels
operated by the U.S. Coast Guard, local police, and fire departments. The dredging will also
improve safe access for recreational vessels. Future maintenance dredging is anticipated on a
similar 10-year cycle, consistent with prior authorizations. The dredged material is proposed
for offshore disposal at the Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site (MBDS) in accordance with the
approved Final Suitability Determination (October 2025).

2.

List anticipated MEPA review thresholds (301 CMR 11.03) (if known)

301 CMR 11.03(3)(b)(1)(f): alteration of %2 or more acres of any other wetlands
301 CMR 11.03(3)(b)(3): dredging of 10,000 or more cubic yards of material
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301 CMR 11.03(3)(a)(1)(b): alteration of 10 or more acres of any other wetlands (Land Under
the Ocean)

3. List all anticipated state, local and federal permits needed for the project (if known)

State permits anticipated for the Project include an Individual 401 Water Quality Certification
and a Chapter 91 Waterways Permit from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP).

Local permitting includes an Order of Conditions from the Quincy Conservation Commission
under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Quincy Wetlands Protection
Ordinance.

Federal permitting includes a Department of the Army Individual Permit from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers under Sections 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and 404 of the Clean Water
Act. Additional agency reviews include consultation with the Massachusetts Historical
Commission (MHC) and the Massachusetts Board of Underwater Archaeological Resources
(BUAR) pursuant to M.G.L. c. 9 and 950 CMR 70-71, as well as a Federal Consistency Review
by the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM).

4. Identify EJ populations and characteristics (Minority, Income, English Isolation) within 5 miles of
project site (can attach map identifying 5-mile radius from EJ Maps Viewer in lieu of narrative)
Please refer to attached EJ Maps Viewer map.

5. Identify any municipality or census tract meeting the definition of “vulnerable health EJ criteria”
in the DPH EJ Tool located in whole or in part within a 1 mile radius of the project site

The EJ population within the DGA/Quincy does not meet Massachusetts DPH Vulnerability
Health criteria for elevated childhood blood lead levels or low birth weight (which are tracked
on a census tract level). The City of Quincy does not meet the Vulnerability Health EJ criteria
for heart attack hospitalization or childhood asthma (which are tracked on a municipal level).
None of the criteria were above the 110% Statewide Rate for childhood blood lead, heart
attack, and asthma (rate calculated per 1,000 children tested for childhood blood lead; age-
adjusted rate per 10,000 for heart attack, and age-specific rate per 10,000 for childhood
asthma).

One census tract within the DGA (4175.02) does meet the 110% Statewide Rate for low birth
weight, however, data is reported as Not Statistically Significantly Different. The remainder
of the EJ populations within the DGA do not appear to exhibit vulnerable health EJ criteria.

6. Identify potential short-term and long-term environmental and public health impacts that may
affect EJ Populations and any anticipated mitigation

Short Term Impacts

The proposed maintenance dredging will result in temporary construction-related impacts
associated with in-water dredging activities, including off-shore equipment noise associated
with the temporary presence of dredging equipment within the Wollaston Channel and
mooring basin. Dredged material will be dewatered on a barge to avoid turbidity impacts to
shoreline areas.




Dredging activity is anticipated to occur over an approximate three-month period and will be
scheduled during the recommended time-of-year work window established in coordination
with the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) to avoid sensitive fisheries
resources and outside of the peak summer beach recreation season. Dredging activities will
be limited to the waterway and are not expected to restrict pedestrian access to Wollaston
Beach or other adjacent public shoreline areas.

Coordination with the Squantum and Wollaston Yacht Clubs will occur throughout
construction to minimize temporary disruptions to boating activities. Although temporary
limitations to navigation within the active dredging area may occur during construction, these
impacts will be localized and short in duration.

Long-Term Impacts

Long-term impacts associated with the Project are expected to be minimal because the
proposed work consists of maintenance dredging within an existing navigation channel and
mooring basin and does not involve channel expansion, shoreline modification, or the
construction of permanent in-water structures. Upon completion, the Project will restore
navigable water depths for emergency response, recreational, and commercial vessels,
thereby maintaining a critical navigation corridor for public safety and supporting continued
public and private use of the waterway. Without periodic maintenance dredging, continued
sediment accumulation would further reduce navigability and, over time, prevent emergency
response vessels and many recreational vessels from safely accessing the channel.
Accordingly, the temporary construction-related impacts are outweighed by the long-term
public safety, navigation, and recreational benefits provided by the Project.

7. ldentify project benefits, including “Environmental Benefits” as defined in 301 CMR 11.02, that
may improve environmental conditions or public health of the EJ population

The Project will provide significant public safety and navigation benefits by restoring navigable
water depths within the Wollaston Channel and adjacent mooring basin. Maintenance
dredging will improve access for U.S. Coast Guard, Fire Department, Police Department, and
other emergency response vessels at all stages of the tide, enhancing emergency response
capabilities for surrounding communities, including nearby Environmental Justice (EJ)
populations.

The Project will also improve navigational access for recreational and commercial boaters by
restoring the authorized channel depth within an existing navigation corridor. Long-term
environmental impacts are expected to be minimal, while the Project will preserve the long-
term functionality of an existing public waterway.

By restoring safe navigation within the existing channel, the Project supports continued public
access to coastal resources and improves the resilience and reliability of emergency response
infrastructure serving the surrounding community.




8. Describe how the community can request a meeting to discuss the project, and how the
community can request oral language interpretation services at the meeting . Specify how to
request other accommodations, including meetings after business hours and at locations near
public transportation.

The community can request a meeting to discuss the project, as well as request meeting
accommodations including oral language interpretation services, by contacting Paul Hines at
phines@quincyma.gov.
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