Environmental Justice Screening Form

Project Name \Weston Storage Tanks Replacement
Anticipated Date of MEPA Filing November 24, 2025
Proponent Name Town of Weston, Public Works, Water Division

Contact Information (e.g., consultant) |Wright-Pierce

78 Blanchard Road Suite 404
Burlington, MA 01803

Contact Person: Elizabeth Doerfler
(860) 852-1922
elizabeth.doerfler@wright-pierce.com

Public website for project or other https://www.weston.org/1828/Proposed-Water-Tank-
physical location where project Replacement-Project
materials can be obtained (if available)

Municipality and Zip Code for Project  Weston, MA 02493

(if known)

Project Type* (list all that apply) e Water Supply — Treatment/conveyance
e Article 97

Is the project site within a mapped N

100-year FEMA flood plain? Y/N/

unknown

Estimated GHG emissions of Not applicable — no conditioned spaces

conditioned spaces (click here for
GHG Estimation tool)

Project Description

1. Provide a brief project description, including overall size of the project site and square footage of
proposed buildings and structures if known.

The project consists of the replacement of three active water storage tanks: Paines Hill, Cat Rock,
and Doublet Hill, which were constructed in 1953, 1946, and 1931, respectively. The existing tanks
are approaching or have exceeded their useful life and must be replaced. The existing tanks were
generally constructed at the highest elevations in the town and their replacements need to be
constructed in the same vicinity as the existing tanks.

The existing tanks are located on three Town-owned properties, all of which are bordered by land
protected under Article 97 for the use of conservation. The Paines Hill tank site is bordered by the
Highland Street Forest, the Cat Rock tank site is bordered by the Cat Rock & 80 Acres conservation
land, and the Doublet Hill tank site is bordered by the Doublet Hill conservation area. All three
conservation areas are popular recreational areas used primarily for hiking. Due to the small size of
the existing tank parcels, the replacement tanks will need to be constructed on adjacent properties.
It is proposed that the new tanks be constructed on abutting Article 97 land since the existing tanks
must remain in service during construction to maintain water service to the town. Removal of the
existing tank prior to the construction of the new tank would leave the system and community
highly vulnerable, unable to meet peak demands or respond to fire events. Therefore, construction
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of the new tanks requires changing the use of a portion of the Article 97 land from “preserved for
conservation” to “preserved for water supply.”

For construction of the Paines Hill replacement tank, approximately 1.268 acres of the Highland
Town Forest would be changed from conservation use land to water supply use land. Construction of
the Cat Rock replacement tank would require changing the use of approximately 1.718 acres of the
Cat Rock & 80 Acres conservation area from protected for conservation use to protected for water
supply use. For construction of the Doublet Hill replacement tank, approximately 1.515 acres of the
Doublet Hill conservation area would be changed from conservation use land to water supply use
land.

The replacement tanks will be designed such that they improve the hydraulics of Weston’s water
system and provide adequate pressure to homes and fire hydrants in accordance with regulations
and standard water system engineering practice. Improving the system’s hydraulics requires
replacing the existing tanks with tanks that are higher, so that water can be stored at a high enough
elevation to provide the volume of water that is needed for daily and emergency use, and to provide
adequate pressure to residents. The addition of active storage would reduce pump run time to
normal durations, improve service reliability, improve operational flexibility, and improve
firefighting capabilities.

2. List anticipated MEPA review thresholds (301 CMR 11.03) (if known)

e 301 CMR 11.03(1)(b)(3) — ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires —
Disposition or change in use of land or an interest in land subject to Article 97 of the
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, unless the Secretary waives or
modifies the replacement land requirement pursuant to section 5A of chapter 3 of the
Massachusetts General Laws and its implementing regulations

e 301 CMR 11.03(12)(b) — ENF and Other MEPA Review if the Secretary So Requires —
Promulgation of New or revised regulations — Section 58 of the Climate Roadmap Act
requiring an EIR since the project is located within 1 mile of an EJ population

3. Listall anticipated state, local and federal permits needed for the project (if known)

Anticipated State Permits:
e MEPA: Environmental Notification Form and Environmental Impact Report
e WS 32: Distribution Modifications for Systems that serve more than 3,300 people

Anticipated Local Permits:
e Board of Health New Construction Permit
e Board of Health Demolition Permit

4. ldentify EJ populations and characteristics (Minority, Income, English Isolation) within 5 miles of
project site (can attach map identifying 5-mile radius from EJ Maps Viewer in lieu of narrative)

Please refer to the attached maps. EJ communities within 5 miles of any one of the project’s three
sites are located within Waltham, Arlington, Belmont, Lexington, Bedford, Lincoln, Watertown,
Newton, Natick, Framingham, and Wellesley. EJ characteristics include communities of color, English
isolation, and/or income.
5. ldentify any municipality or census tract meeting the definition of “vulnerable health EJ

criteria” in the DPH EJ Tool located in whole or in part within a 1 mile radius of the project site

There are no block groups within a 1-mile radius of the project sites that meet the vulnerable health
EJ criteria. It is noted that census tract 3683 is shown as meeting the vulnerable health EJ criteria for
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low birth rate and lead poisoning but the data for low birth rate is considered by Massachusetts
Department of Public Health (MA DPH) to be “not statistically significantly different” and “unstable”
while the data for lead poisoning is “not statistically different” and “stable.”

6. ldentify potential short-term and long-term environmental and public health impacts that may
affect EJ Populations and any anticipated mitigation

Short-term environmental and public health impacts will be related to increased traffic to and from
the site during construction. However, the site entrances are located in Weston and increased traffic
in Waltham is not anticipated. Once construction is complete, traffic at the tank sites will be
consistent with their current levels. Short-term impacts will be minimized where feasible.

Long-term impacts that may affect EJ Populations will be related to the loss of a portion of
conservation land. Cat Rock & 80 Acres conservation area, Doublet Hill conservation area, and the
Highland Street Forest are protected spaces open to the public primarily for hiking. The access
driveways for the water tanks on each site also serve as access ways to the hiking trail system. Hiking
trails through the existing and new tank sites will be re-routed by the Town of Weston Conservation
Commission as needed. Construction of each tank will require tree clearing at the new sites. Users of
these recreational spaces, including residents of Weston, will be impacted. This acquisition of
protected recreational spaces will be mitigated by an Article 97 Land Swap such that an area of
currently unprotected land equal or greater in value of three proposed tank sites will be rendered
protected for conservation use.

No other environmental or public health impacts that may impact EJ Populations are anticipated.

7. ldentify project benefits, including “Environmental Benefits” as defined in 301 CMR 11.02, that
may improve environmental conditions or public health of the EJ population

The EJ populations in Waltham are not served by the Weston water system. However, as noted
above, additional land will be put into conservation status as an Article 97 land swap that will be open
to the community of Waltham.

8. Describe how the community can request a meeting to discuss the project, and how the
community can request oral language interpretation services at the meeting. Specify how to
request other accommaodations, including meetings after business hours and at locations near
public transportation.

The community may contact the Owner’s representative, Elizabeth Doerfler of Wright-Pierce at
elizabeth.doerfler@wright-pierce.com, to schedule community meetings if requested. Meetings will
be coordinated with community groups to ensure they are held at accessible locations and times
and/or through videoconference if requested. Accommodation for language interpretation will be
made if requested.
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ADDITIONAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Public Notice for Environmental Justice (EJ) Populations
The following project notification and summary is being provided since the project falls within 1-mile radius of
the following communities (block groups) in Waltham.

e Block Group 3 in Census Tract 3682,
e Block Group 4 in Census Tract 3683,
e Block Group 2 in Census Tract 3684,
e Block Group 6 in Census Tract 3684.

Advance public notification is provided to EJ populations located within 1-mile radius of this project to ensure
they have an opportunity to review the documentation and provide comment to the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs (EEA).

The project is located within 1 mile of a community where the Chinese language is spoken by 5% or more of the
residents who identify as having limited English proficiency. Therefore, English and Chinese are used for public
involvement activities.

Project Description

The Project consists of the replacement of three existing water storage tanks in the Town of Weston with three
new tanks. The new tanks will replace aged infrastructure with new tanks having increased volume and overflow
elevations to provide improved water service conditions and needed fire flow to the Weston water distribution
system. Due to the small size of the existing tank site parcels and the need to maintain the existing tanks in service
during construction, it is proposed that portions of adjacent conservation land protected by Article 97 be
transferred to water supply land protected under Article 97 to allow for construction of the new tanks at each
location. Approximately 4.501 acres of Article 97 is proposed for change-in-use. As such, an equivalent area of land
that is not currently subject to Article 97 will be swapped. See enclosed Figure for project locations.

In addition to the replacement of the water storage tanks, other system improvements will be needed including
upgrades to the existing Wellesley Street pumping system, installation of a new water main to serve the new Cat
Rock tank and pressure-reducing valves in select areas of the system to maintain pressures in lower elevations to
manageable levels.

The project will result in a slight reduction in the size areas of the Highland Town Forest (less 1.27 acres), Cat
Rock and 80 Acres Conservation Area (less 1.72 acres), and Doublet Hill Conservation Area (less 1.52 acres). The
replacement tanks were sited such that they minimize if not avoid impacts to important features of these parks
including the Cat Rock lookout point and the Doublet Hill peaks. Hiking trails which currently traverse the
existing and proposed tank sites will be re-routed to accommodate construction. Following completion of the
new tanks and demolition of the old tanks, hiking paths will be replaced or rerouted outside of the secured,
fenced area immediately around the new tanks.

Construction of the tanks will require clearing trees and vegetation within the footprint of the new tank, for the
new accessways, and in a buffer area around the new tank to allow for crane access during construction and
future maintenance. Additional areas around the tank will need to be temporarily cleared of trees to provide a
laydown area during construction. The laydown area will be reforested once construction is completed.

WRIGHT-PIERCE =
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The new tanks and related projects will not increase traffic in Weston and neighboring communities (such as
Waltham) following construction activities.

Due to the reduction in conservation area for the new water storage tanks, a replacement land is required to be
placed in conservation status for the public’s use. The land swap parcel identified is a portion of Parcel 9 of the
Case Estates located off Ash Street in Weston. The replacement land identified is equal in acreage to the
conservation land being taken for construction of the water storage tanks at approximately 4.5 to 5.0 acres. The
replacement land is of greater value in regard to monetary value and equal in natural resource value. The Town
established a trail through Parcel 9 to connect Weston’s Legacy Trail to Ash Street which will connect to the Ash
Street Reservoir trail system. Parcel 9 is approximately 1.35 miles from the closest EJ community and the trail
system will be open to residents and non-residents alike.
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