[image: image1.png]I ._._.___
inn





Maura T. Healey

Governor

Kimberley Driscoll

Lieutenant Governor

Terrence M. Reidy

Secretary

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Executive Office of Public Safety and Security
Massachusetts Fire Training Council
P.O. Box 1025 State Road
Stow, Massachusetts 01775

(978) 5673100 Fax: (978) 5673229
[image: image2.png]




Chief Walter O. Nelson
              Chairman


Massachusetts Fire Training Council

Minutes of the June 7, 2023 Meeting

Chairman Chief Tim Nelson opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and began the meeting of the Massachusetts Fire Training Council at 11:10 am on June 7, 2023, at the DFS Stow campus.   
Members attendance:  Mr. Jason Cardoso, Chief Christopher Madden, Chief Justin Alexander, Assistant Chief Jonathan Miller, MFA Director Jeffrey Winn, Attorney Courtney Mayo, Firefighter Billy Cabral, Chief Frank Barresi, and Assistant Chief Kurt Ruchala.
Also present were State Fire Marshal Peter Ostroskey, Deputy Fire Marshal Maribel Fournier, DFS Counsel Glenn Rooney, Deputy Counsel Rachel Perlman, Call/Vol Program Coordinator Chris Norris, Curriculum Specialist Sara Pragluski Walsh, Director of Operations Dave Clemons, and Administrative Assistant Susan Neaz.
Not present:  Undersecretary Jeanne Benincasa Thorpe, Chief Dave Celino, Chairman Chief Tim Nelson, and Lieutenant John Lombardo.
A.   Approval of Meeting Minutes

Chief Christopher Madden made a motion, seconded by Chief Justin Alexander to approve the minutes of the May 1, 2023 Training Council Meeting.  The vote passed in favor of the motion.

B.   Fiscal Affairs Report –  MFA Director Jeffrey Winn

The MFA Trust Fund started the month of May with $640,000 in the account.  Various amounts of accounts receivables are coming in for training completed.   The agency is in good financial shape in the MFA Trust Fund.
C.  EOPSS Update – Undersecretary Jeanne Thorpe – not present

D.    Update of Affiliated Members - Fire Chiefs’ Association of Massachusetts

· Chief Nelson--representing part paid/part call – not present
· Chief Madden-- nothing to report
· Chief Barresi--representing call –nothing to report
· Chief Justin Alexander – nothing to report
Professional Fire Fighters of Massachusetts 
· Firefighter Cabral— nothing to report  
Mass Call/Vol 

· Assistant Chief Miller— nothing to report
· Assistant Chief Ruchala— nothing to report
Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors 

·  Position open
Fire Prevention Association of Massachusetts
·  Lt. John Lombardo – not present
Citizen of the Commonwealth – Insurance Industry
· Jason Cardoso— not present
Bureau of Forest Fire Control  
· Chief Dave Celino – not present
Citizen of the Commonwealth
·  Attorney Courtney Mayo – nothing to rport
 
E.   Legislative Update – DFS Counsel Glenn Rooney
· Bills are getting assigned to committee and being in front of the Joint Committee for Public Safety and Homeland Security today are to legalize novelty sparklers, sprinklers for one and two family homes and other public safety bills we will track.  Rachel Perlman is now the agency’s Deputy Counsel.  She comes from the Middlesex DA’s office
F. DFS Update – Fire Marshal Peter Ostroskey  
· The agency has filled the position of Director of ASHER programs, Scott Cluett.  He will be working with several entities on our preparedness with hostile events.

· There are a number of open positions and are seeing a good applicant pool.

· We’re anxious to get the two Deputy positions filled and other positions throughout the agency.
· The FY24 budget is working its way through the process and we’re in good shape.

· Continue to have regular meetings with respect to the work in Bridgewater.  

· This will be the Marshal’s last meeting with the Training Council.

· Cancer program – we have a bid out to expand into the mobile testing area for mammograms and CT scans.  Asking to have leftover funding from FY23 to FY24.

· Submitted a request for a coordinator position for the Cancer program.
G.  Academy Activities Report – MFA Director Jeffrey Winn
· Calendar year 2022 – 14,000 students completed courses of over 350 sessions.  574 recruits graduated.
· Couple classes beginning in the month of June.  We are on track for class 316 to begin with 36 students on August 26. By springtime, we hope to have a 2-3 month window based on history info.

· Two deputy positions open and will close on Friday.  Excellent candidates have applied and will be contacted for interviews in the next couple weeks.  First round of interviews for Sue’s position will be completed.
· PCIII position to replace Paul Betti, Special Hazards will be posted soon.   
· Certification processes are going well using Dr. Sara’s recommendations.

· Abby will be at the Hero’s Cup with a dermatologist to do cancer screening.  

· We are scheduling career recruit in November for Stow & Bridgewater; earlier for Springfield.
H. Old Business 
I. New Business 
J. Policy Presentation/Adoption
K. Review of Correspondence  
K.   Determination of Next Date and Location
· The next meeting of the Training Council will be on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 11:00 am at our Stow campus.
L. Public Comment  
M.   Adjourn Meeting
· Chief Frank Barresi made a motion, seconded by Chief Christopher Madden, to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m.   The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
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