
Massachusetts  
   Trial Court 
 

MILITARY AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS 

 
What is this 

form? 

 
The Military Affidavit is a legal document that informs the court if a person in the case belongs to the United States Military or Uniformed 
Services. 
 

 
Where can I 

find the form? 
 

 
You can find the form here:  https://www.mass.gov/doc/military-affidavit/download 
 

 
When do I 
need to file 
this form? 

 
You need to file a Military Affidavit in any case where the Defendant (the person you are filing your case against) does not come to court or 
respond to court notices.  Usually, you file this form at the beginning of your court case.  If you filed this form more than three months ago, 
you may be asked to fill it out again.  
 

 
Why do I need 

to file this 
form? 

 
The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) is a federal law that provides special benefits and protections for members of the United States 
Military and Uniformed Services.  
 
The Court cannot enter a judgment against a person in the U.S. Military who doesn’t come to court while in active service.  If you file a case, 
you must tell the Court, to the best of your knowledge, whether the Defendant is currently serving in any of the branches of the U.S. Military 
listed below: 
 

- Army  
- Navy 
- Air Force  
- Marine Corps  
- Coast Guard 

 

The form also applies to: 
- Commissioned officers in the Public Health Service & National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on active-duty military 

service and for up to one year after active duty. 
- National Guard members on certain assignments. 
- U.S. citizens serving with certain allied military forces. 

 
You must also fill out the Massachusetts Trial Court’s Military Affidavit if you are seeking a default judgment against a servicemember, as 
described above.  A default judgment is a judgment in favor of the party (you) suing the servicemember, if the servicemember does not 
respond to the lawsuit. 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/military-affidavit/download


 
 

 
Key Terms 

 
“Subscribed and certified or declared to be true under penalty of perjury”:  This means that you swear what you are writing is true to the 
best of your knowledge.  
 

Party/Parties:  A person or people who is/are a part of a case.  This includes the defendant and any other adult person whose name is written 
on the documents in your case. 
 

 
How do I fill 

out this form? 
 

 
Please see the sample Military Affidavit form on the next page to assist you.  
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