
Native Native, Non-Native, and Cryptogenic Species

The thick, leathery blades  
of P. palmata (above),           
contrasted with the  
delicately thin blades of   
G. americana (le�) and 
Porphyra sp. (right).

  

Marine Algae: Similar Species

Native 
L. marina

Non-native
C. peregrina

Leathesia marina
Sea Cauliflower, Sea Potato

Phylum Rhodophyta
Red Algae
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• Yellowish brown, up to 4 inches wide
• Spongy, gelatinous but firm, will break 

into fragments when crushed 
• Globular, brain-like appearance
• Maintains its shape out of water
• Visually similar to C. peregrina, especially 

at small sizes (see below)

• Several red algae species may be mistaken for G. turuturu—however, there are differenc-
es on closer inspection

• Palmaria palmata (dulse) has thick, leathery, dark-red or brownish blades
• Grinnellia americana has delicate, translucent, light- to medium-pink blades with a faint 

midrib and sometimes small, bumpy spots (reproductive structures)
• Porphyra spp. (nori) and Pyropia spp. (multiple species both native and non-native) have 

tissue-paper thin, translucent, reddish-brown blades with no rib 
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