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SAC Members present: 
Michelle Motta Dardeno (MMD)
Ellen Perkins (EP)
Brock Cordeiro (BC)
Dorothy Griffith (DG)
Jonathan Ozek (JO) 
Nini Silver (NS)

Attendees from the community:
Daniel Parker (DP)
Renee Coutts (RC)

MCDHH Staff:
Commissioner Opeoluwa Sotonwa (OS)
Heather Daley (HD) 
Janay Mitchell (JM) 
Holly Pearson (HP)

	Agenda Topic
	Discussion
	Action Item

	Welcome
	MMD called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM.
A quorum was met.
	

	Review of Minutes from June 12, 2025
	MMD confirmed that SAC members had received the June 12, 2025, meeting minutes along with the agenda and asked for any comments or corrections.

There were no comments or corrections.

EP moved to approve the June 12, 2025, meeting minutes as presented. NS seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, and the minutes were accepted into the record.
	

	Chairperson’s Report
	Elections/Nominations for Chair and Vice-chair.  Time for change in leadership?  

MMD noted that at the beginning of the SAC year, it is customary to revisit leadership positions (Chair and Vice Chair). Members may choose to:
1. Recommend a new candidate, including themselves;
2. Maintain the current leadership; or
3. Remove current leadership.

Discussion:
OS clarified that SAC members decide on leadership; nominations require nominee acceptance. Voting must occur during a meeting in accordance with the Bylaws.

The process for nominations was outlined:
· Members may recommend themselves or another SAC member.
· Nominees must accept the nomination to appear on the ballot.
· A vote would occur via an anonymous poll during the meeting.
 
Nominations:
· BC moved to renominate the current slate of officers.
· DG moved to maintain MMD (Chair) and EP (Vice Chair).
· NS nominated JO for Chair and inquired if BC would serve as Vice Chair.
· JO expressed willingness to be considered for Chair but recommended keeping the current Chair and Vice Chair.
· EP nominated BC for Vice Chair and expressed support for new leadership while remaining involved in the SAC.

Voting Procedure Clarification:
· OS clarified that only SAC members present at the meeting may vote and all positions (Chair and Vice Chair) must be voted on simultaneously.

· SAC Members discussed whether to conduct the vote during the current meeting or postpone it to ensure full participation.
· Majority consensus was to proceed with the vote during the meeting.

Voting Results:
· Chair: Michelle Dardeno – 60%; Jonathan Ozek – 44%
· Vice Chair: Brock Cordeiro – 100%
· Action: Michelle Dardeno was re-elected as Chair, and Brock Cordeiro was elected as Vice Chair.

Follow-Up Discussion:
· It was agreed that BC, as Vice Chair, would discuss responsibilities regarding the legislative tasks and determine whether to continue in his current duties or train another SAC member.
	ACTION ITEM: BC to discuss legislative responsibilities and plan succession or delegation as Vice Chair.

	Legislative Task Force Report 
	Debrief of HB3946 Hearing 
· BC noted he was unable to attend the hearing due to scheduling conflicts but opened the floor for those who attended to share their observations.

· JO reported the hearing was well-organized, with strong testimony. A 17-year-old high school student set the tone with initial remarks. Attendees included members from deaf and hard-of-hearing communities, both in-person and virtual.

· NS shared that as a community organizer for the Disability Policy Consortium, 19 individuals provided testimony. Additional testimony and written submissions came from community members and the Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA).

· NS further noted a positive conversation with House Chair James Murphy regarding the bill’s progress, anticipating a favorable report to Healthcare Finance. NS suggested developing a “cap” on insurance coverage for hearing aids and requested members provide cost data from their hearing aids.

· Discussion emphasized the importance of community engagement, including municipal support and constituent outreach.

· NS also shared follow-up plans regarding the ASL Inclusion Act (House Bill H558, Senate Bill S425), advocating for increased ASL programs in public schools to develop a pipeline of interpreters.

Legislative Updates
· BC provided an overview of 65 bills currently being tracked by the SAC, noting recent updates and re-files since the last meeting.

· BC noted that while some bills are advancing, Healthcare Finance remains a critical hurdle. SAC Members were encouraged to remain engaged and advocate for bills still pending.
	ACTION ITEM: 
SAC Members who use hearing aids or know individuals who do should share hearing aid cost information with NS to assist in developing a proposed cap for the bill.

ACTION ITEM: Members are encouraged to participate in the ongoing discussion group that Nini is organizing. Contact details to be shared via email.

ACTION ITEM: 
SAC members to continue outreach to municipalities and constituents to support bill passage.


	Commissioner’s Report
	MCDHH Updates from the Commissioner
(PowerPoint presentation attached)

OS delivered his monthly report. Following the presentation, the floor was opened for questions and discussion from SAC members.

MBTA Accessibility & Sign Language Access
· JO asked whether MBTA information would be made available in different languages, specifically in American Sign Language (ASL).

· OS noted that MCDHH is supporting MBTA in understanding what accessibility looks like from a language standpoint. The team has shared a video example to illustrate potential accessibility improvements but emphasized that MBTA will be responsible for implementation.

· SAC members discussed current challenges at MBTA stations, including red-letter signage and announcements that may not be accessible or are missed by passengers.

· DG suggested adding visual tools, such as real-time signage or ASL representation, particularly at South Station. OS encouraged community members and organizations to reach out to MBTA directly to advocate for improved accessibility.

· JO shared an example from New York using the Convo app and QR codes to provide ASL support for subway users. 
	

	SAC Members
	40th Anniversary – MCDHH representatives to provide complete overview and status of 40th anniversary planning and events. 
· What, if any, role SAC Members can help with for the 40th and volunteers

· OS provided an overview of the MCDHH 40th Anniversary celebration planning.
· A Planning Team has been formed within MCDHH.
· Proposed four-day celebration to mark its 40th anniversary, with events spanning multiple locations across Massachusetts. The committee has proposed two possible date ranges for Spring 2026: April 29 – May 2 or May 6 – May 9, with a Fall 2026 backup option: September 16 – 19 or September 23 – 26.

The current draft plan includes:
· Wednesday: Kickoff in Western Massachusetts.
· Thursday: Event at the Boston State House
· Friday: Visit MCDHH’s new office in Boston and meet with local community organizations.
· Saturday: Celebration in Central Massachusetts.

Details are still in discussion, and nothing has been finalized.

SAC involvement:
· SAC to take a lead role in hosting and managing the State House event.
· SAC members may also serve on the Planning Team to provide input and support logistics.
· Awards will be given during the events, including SAC-specific awards.
	ACTION ITEM:
SAC members interested in joining the 40th Anniversary Planning Team to notify HD.


	SAC Announcements, Next Meeting
	Announcements from SAC Members:
SAC members were invited to share upcoming community events and announcements.

· JO announced the Walk4Hearing event on October 5th (HLAA), including performances, activities, and volunteer opportunities. JO also highlighted International Week for the Deaf and World Deaf Day events.

· DG announced the MSAD conference on September 20th via Zoom. Registration is required.

· NS Shared details about the national convention of The Association of Late-deafened Adults (ALDA) in Colorado. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 PM. MMD expressed the importance of at least one in-person SAC meeting this year and encouraged members to prioritize scheduling for a future gathering.
	



