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Date of meeting: Tuesday, December 16, 2025
Start time: 3:30 pm
End time: 5:00 pm
Location: Virtual Meeting (Zoom)

	Members participating remotely
	Present
	Vote 1*
	Vote 2*

	1
	Whitney Moyer – Executive Office of Aging & Independence (AGE) (chair)
	X
	X
	X

	2
	[bookmark: _Hlk165545674][bookmark: _Hlk63776356]Susan Antkowiak – Alzheimer’s Association MA/NH Chapter
	X
	X
	X

	3
	Hugo Aparicio – Boston University School of Medicine
	X
	X
	X

	4
	Randi Berkowitz – MassHealth
	X
	X
	X

	5
	Andrew Budson – VA Boston Healthcare System
	X
	X
	X

	6
	Brent Forester – McLean Hospital, Mass General Brigham
	X
	X
	X

	7
	Patricia Jehlen – Mass. Senate
	X
	X
	X

	8
	Zee Johnson – Baystate Home Health & Hospice
	X
	X
	X

	9
	Rhiana Kohl – Caregiver
	X
	X
	X

	10
	Barbara Meehan – Alzheimer’s Advocate/Former Caregiver
	X
	X
	X

	11
	[bookmark: _Hlk140265343]Hector Montesino – Alzheimer’s Advocate
	X
	-
	X

	12
	Christine Ritchie – Department of Public Health (DPH)
	X
	X
	X

	13
	Heather Sawitsky – Fox Hill Village Homeowners Corp.
	X
	X
	X

	14
	Thomas Stanley – Mass. House of Representatives
	X
	X
	X

	15
	Vacant – Health Care Provider #1
	-
	-
	

	16
	Vacant – Voluntary health association representative from a state-based advocacy organization
	-
	-
	

	17
	Vacant – Caregiver
	-
	-
	



* (X) Voted in favor; (O) Opposed; (A) Abstained from vote; (-) Absent from meeting or during vote

Proceedings

Whitney Moyer, Chief Operating Officer with the Executive Office of Aging and Independence (AGE) called the meeting to order at 3:32 pm. She introduced the members of the Executive Office of Aging & Independence team who will be supporting the work of the Council going forward. 
Alzheimer’s Advisory Council Support Team:

· Whitney Moyer, Chief Operating Officer & Chair of Massachusetts Advisory Council on Alzheimer’s Disease and All Other Dementias, AGE
· Elisha Goodman, Special Projects Manager, AGE
· Bill A. Travascio, Special Assistant to the Secretary
· Gabe Cohen, Boards and Commissions Manager and EOHHS Liaison, EOHHS

AGE ADRD Collaboration Team Members:

· Bree Bernat Shems, Senior Director of Policy, Strategy, and Innovation, AGE
· Molly Evans, Senior Manager, Strategic Programs & Innovation with focus on Caregiver Supports, AGE
· Deanna Mazina, Director of Public Health Policy and Outreach, AGE
· Bonnie-May Shantz, Policy Manager and Statewide Lead on the Age- and Dementia-Friendly Work, AGE

Chair Moyer summarized the discussion from the Council’s September meeting, which included a review of members’ preferred priorities for the Council in the coming years. She explained that the two areas that members ranked as having the highest impact were “Early Recognition, Detection, and Diagnosis” and “Care Caregiver Support & Education, and System Navigation.” AGE surveyed several other agencies within EOHHS and conducted interviews focusing on top-priority challenge areas. Chair Moyer reviewed the additional survey and interview results that have been completed since the September meeting. For additional details, refer to the meeting presentation on the Council’s Meeting Materials webpage. 

Chair Moyer introduced the ReiMAgine Aging 2030 Plan to the Council and linked it with the Council’s annual State Plan so that dementia priorities are embedded—not siloed—within the Commonwealth’s long-term vision for aging. She then introduced Bonnie-May Shantz, from the AGE team, to give an overview of how the ReiMAgine Aging 2030 Plan came to be and recent work that has been conducted to refresh it. She shared results from a series of listening sessions that the Executive Office of Aging & Independence conducted in 2024 throughout the Commonwealth. Goals 2 and 4 of the ReiMAgine Aging 2030 support the Council’s priorities. Goal 2 is centered around People & Communities, while Goal 4 focuses on Health & Wellness. 

Bonnie-May Shantz went on to discuss Executive Order 642: Instituting Age-Friendly Practices, which was signed by Governor Healey in May 2025. The order directs all offices in the executive branch to conduct a review of where age-friendly policies can be implemented in their ongoing work to best meet the needs of older adults. 

Council Members Susan Antkowiak and Rhiana Kohl asked that a focus remain on those with younger onset dementia, because they are not older adults. Council Member Dr. Andrew Budson noted that encouraging healthy behaviors that reduce the likelihood of people developing dementia should be part of the mission. 

With the help of Bonnie-May Shantz, the Council’s Plan will be refreshed. A new workgroup will launch in the coming months and will share its recommendations with the Council at the June meeting and at the late summer/early fall meeting. The hope would be to launch the refreshed plan between September and November 2026. 

Chair Moyer noted that based on the feedback that was received from AGE’s interviews with sister agencies at the Executive Office of Health & Human Services, several opportunities emerged which include:
1. Build Systemwide Screening & Diagnostic Pathways
2. Invest in Workforce Training Across Mental Health, NF, and Community Settings
3. Leverage Existing Cross-Agency Structures
4. Expand Caregiver Supports
5. Strengthen Provider Education & Communication Tools

Chair Moyer went on to present a dozen possible strategies for the Council to consider for the Council’s next state plan. 

Council Member Dr. Brent Forester raised that it is worth rethinking about where blockages are, such as discharges from hospitals back into the community or to nursing homes, specifically the need to prevent long lengths of stay in medical units, when a behavioral health placement is needed instead. 

In summarizing next steps, Chair Moyer noted the Council’s next meeting will take place in March at a date to be announced. She thanked the Council members for the feedback during today’s meeting. The Round Robin discussion for organizations to give updates about initiatives they have underway for the Council’s 2 selected focus areas of Early Detection and Caregiver Support will be pushed to the March, 2026 meeting instead. Chair Moyer closed the meeting by highlighting resources at the end of the slide deck for caregivers.

Vote 1 to approve prior meeting minutes: Chair Moyer requested motions to approve the minutes from May 6th; June 3rd; and September 18th meetings. Barbara Meehan introduced the motion, which was seconded by Dr. Christine Ritchie and approved by roll-call vote (see detailed record of votes above).

Vote 2 to adjourn the meeting: Chair Moyer requested motions to adjourn the meeting. Sen. Jehlen introduced the motion, which was seconded by Randi Berkowitz and approved by roll-call vote (see detailed record of votes above).

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm.
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