
Massachusetts Advisory Council on Alzheimer’s Disease
and All Other Dementias

Meeting Minutes
May 6, 2025
3:30-5:00 pm


Date of meeting: Tuesday, May 6, 2025
Start time: 3:30 pm
End time: 5:00 pm
Location: Virtual Meeting (Zoom)

	Members participating remotely
	Present
	Vote 1*
	Vote 2

	1
	Whitney Moyer – Executive Office of Aging & Independence (AGE) (chair)
	X
	X
	X

	2
	[bookmark: _Hlk165545674][bookmark: _Hlk63776356]Susan Antkowiak – Alzheimer’s Association MA/NH Chapter
	-
	-
	-

	3
	Hugo Aparicio – Boston University School of Medicine
	X
	X
	X

	4
	Randi Berkowitz – MassHealth
	X
	X
	X

	5
	Andrew Budson – VA Boston Healthcare System
	X
	X
	X

	6
	Brent Forester – McLean Hospital, Mass General Brigham
	X
	X
	X

	7
	Patricia Jehlen – Mass. Senate
	-
	-
	-

	8
	Zee Johnson – Baystate Home Health & Hospice
	X
	A
	X

	9
	Rhiana Kohl – Caregiver
	X
	X
	X

	10
	Barbara Meehan – Alzheimer’s Advocate/Former Caregiver
	X
	X
	X

	11
	[bookmark: _Hlk140265343]Hector Montesino – Alzheimer’s Advocate
	-
	-
	-

	12
	[bookmark: _Hlk140235704][bookmark: _Hlk71119993]Linda Pellegrini – UMass Memorial Medical Center
	X
	X
	X

	13
	Christine Ritchie – Department of Public Health (DPH)
	-
	-
	-

	14
	Heather Sawitsky – Fox Hill Village Homeowners Corp.
	X
	X
	X

	15
	Thomas Stanley – Mass. House of Representatives
	X
	X
	X

	16
	Jim Wessler – Alzheimer’s Association MA/NH Chapter
	X
	X
	-

	17
	Vacant – Caregiver
	-
	-
	-



* (X) Voted in favor; (O) Opposed; (A) Abstained from vote; (-) Absent from meeting or during vote

Proceedings

Whitney Moyer, Chief Operating Officer with the Executive Office of Aging and Independence (AGE) called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. She welcomed members and introduced herself and explained that AGE Secretary Lipson has asked that she chair the Council on her behalf. She reminded members that the Council is subject to the Open Meeting Law, noting that all votes taken during the meeting would be conducted via roll call.

Chair Moyer welcomed Zelmon “Zee” Johnson who has joined the Council as the AGE Secretary’s designee and thanked Jim Wessler, who will be retiring from the Alzheimer’s Association’s MA/NH Chapter and stepping down from the Council.

Vote 1 to approve the 1/9/2025 meeting minutes: Members voted to approve the minutes from the Council’s previous meeting on January 9, 2025. Ms. Meehan introduced the motion, which was seconded by Ms. Pellegrini and approved by roll-call vote (see detailed record of votes above).

Pam MacLeod provided an overview of the Council’s draft annual report, which was divided into sections based on the Council’s six workstreams:
1. Caregiver Support and Public Awareness
2. Diagnosis and Services Navigation
3. Equitable Access and Care
4. Physical Infrastructure
5. Public Health Infrastructure
6. Quality of Care

Chair Moyer explained that Council members would be receiving a copy of the draft report in the coming week. She proposed that the Council hold an ad hoc meeting in the coming month to discuss members’ feedback, potentially in early June. For additional details, refer to the approved annual report which will be posted on the Council’s Meeting Materials webpage once submitted to the Legislature.

Chair Moyer reviewed the results of a survey of members’ preferred priorities for the Council, which included the following “challenge areas:”
1. Risk Reduction
2. Early Recognition, Detection, and Diagnosis
3. Communication and Support at Diagnosis
4. Caregiver Support & Education, and System Navigation
5. Integrated, Equitable, and High-Quality Dementia Care
6. Safe and Accessible Physical Environments

She noted that “Early Recognition, Detection, and Diagnosis” and “Caregiver Support & Education, and System Navigation” were ranked by members as the two areas of highest impact.

In summarizing next steps, Chair Moyer noted that the Council would be convening an ad hoc meeting in June to discuss members’ feedback on the draft annual report and holding its next regularly-scheduled meeting on September 18.

Vote 2 to adjourn the meeting: Chair Moyer requested motions to adjourn the meeting, which members approved by roll-call vote (see detailed record of votes above).

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm.


Meeting Materials
1. Draft 1/9/2025 meeting minutes
2. Council meeting presentation
						 4
