
Manufactured Homes Commission 
Minutes of Meeting Held On 

January 18, 2022 at 10:30 am1 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  10:35 am 
 
In Attendance: Sandy Overlock, Jeff Hallahan, Kathy Zorotheos, Tracy Sharkey, Ethan 
Mascoop, Dan Less and Matthew Johnson from AGO, Chris Jee and Thomas Barry from DHCD.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion to approve July and October 2021 minutes by: Ethan Mascoop 
Seconded by: Tracy Sharkey 
Discussion: None. 
All in favor: 6 
Abstain: 1 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS 
No correspondence. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Geri Medina, one of the two students working with Mr. Mascoop, presented on COVID-19 
vaccinations.2 Manufactured home communities are a vulnerable population when it comes to 
vaccinations due to factors such as accessibility and age. Given there is no specific data on 
MHCs, Ms. Medina suggests DPH use existing data on age, disability, accessibility to existing 
vaccination sites, and vaccination rate to determine which MHCs to prioritize for mobile vaccine 
clinics. Ms. Medina would propose prioritizing MHCs in Westfield, Russell, Warren, and Wales 
due to lower vaccination rates and Oxford, Carver, and Pepperell due to the presence of multiple 
MHCs. 
 
Mr. Less asked Ms. Medina whether this issue is specific to MHCs as opposed to rural 
communities in general and whether she came across any outreach efforts to these communities 
during her research. One issue in identifying MHCs to target is that we do not know whether the 
vaccination rate for a given community reflects the rate of an MHC within it. Some 
municipalities offer in-home vaccination by request, but there does not appear to be any 
proactive outreach to MHCs. Mr. Mascoop mentioned speaking with a MHC resident who 

 
1 The meeting was held remotely pursuant to An Act Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the 
State of Emergency (https://www.mass.gov/service-details/updated-guidance-on-holding-meetings-pursuant-to-the-
act-extending-certain-covid-19-measures). The public could participate remotely through video or telephone. 
 
2 Ms. Medina’s presentation included a deck a copy of which has been retained, attached to these minutes, and 
labelled Exhibit A. 
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indicated their entire community is vaccinated, but due to the prevalence of breakthrough cases, 
their community may be interested in a booster clinic. 
 
Max Miller, the other student working with Mr. Mascoop, presented on climate induced flooding 
and ecological hazards in MHCs.3 29 MHCs are within the FEMA 1% annual flooding zones, in 
block groups with a median age of home built before 1976, and in block groups with >14% of 
households with people 65 and older.  23 MHCs are within 1 mile of a 21E Site, Solid Waste 
site, and Toxic Release Inventory site. 4 of those are also within 1 mile of a Superfund site. 
 
Mr. Jee asked what risks residents face who are within 1 mile of these hazard sites. Mr. Miller 
said he is not sure about the health risks since the research was focused on proximity to these 
sights not the effects. Mr. Mascoop added that as these sites are remediated, communities are 
supposed to be involved. Kasey Kidd asked whether her community being in 2-mile proximity to 
another community within 1 mile of the hazard zones impacts them and whether DEP would 
look into their risk level. Mr. Mascoop responded that the local BOH would be the first contact 
to try. Ava (*last name unintelligible*) asked why her community which abuts another 
community that was listed as being within a mile of the sites was not included. Mr. Miller 
responded that her community may be just over the 1-mile mark. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Sharkey received a letter from DPH, which was posted to their website, confirming that 
local boards of health do have jurisdiction over health issues in MHCs. This will be helpful when 
BOHs claim they do not have that authority. Ms. Sharkey asked whether DHCD and AGO can 
request park size numbers when owners submit rules for review. Mr. Less said he would need to 
look into the statute, but they may be able to ask for park capacity or number of units. They 
would only be able to require it going forward with new rules if they can request this information 
with new rules. Ms. Overlock mentioned that owners must provide the names of their residents 
to local BOHs with their monthly license fee. Ms. Sharkey proposed asking DPH to send the 
letter to all BOHs as a courtesy. Mr. Mascoop mentioned that DPH does not actually have the 
regulatory authority to tell the BOHs what to do, and the regulatory mechanism when BOHs 
refuse to respond is for complainants to appeal to the court. He also brought up that DPH has 
been working on revising the state sanitary code since 1999 and perhaps the commission could 
make recommendations since the old code does not reflect the current state of MHCs. Mr. Less 
said he would look into whether the commission could legally make those recommendations. 
Ms. Sharkey suggested coming up with the top three issues to raise, and Mr. Less suggested 
inviting someone from DPH to meet with the commission maybe even at each quarterly meeting. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
Mike Zupkofska from Leisure Woods commented that Leisure Woods should be on the list of 
MHCs within a mile of a hazard zone. He also asked about an age verification statement he 
received from Hometown America, which he feels uncomfortable filling out as he has previously 

 
3 Mr. Miller’s presentation included a deck a copy of which has been retained, attached to these minutes, and 
labelled Exhibit B. 
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provided this information. Mr. Less suggested filing a complaint with the AGO if he has 
concerns. 
 
Bob Jaruse from Leisurewoods mentioned that Hometown America may be looking to increase 
rents and asked whether commissioners should sit in on meetings with them since there was a 
lawsuit against them from another community. Ms. Sharkey clarified that the commission is not 
involved in rent increases and that the rent control board for the community would look at that 
issue. 
 
Kasey Kidd confirmed that Hometown America’s community Leisurewoods wants to have a 
conversation about a petition for a rent increase. She was under the impression that each park 
should have one rent rate. Mr. Less clarified that it depends on when a resident joined the 
community and which class they are in. Mr. Jee added that the SJC’s recent decision in Blake v. 
HTA was fact specific and applies to residents within the similar classes. Ms. Kidd reiterated that 
it is a major problem that the BOHs refuse to acknowledge the MHCs, and the residents feel left 
behind. 
 
Ms. Sharkey asked again for the top three issues people are seeing in MHCs. Ms. Sharkey 
mentioned she is hearing about driveway and septic maintenance. Mr. Mascoop mentioned 
hoarding as another issue. Mr. Jee raised installation standards as well. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN at 12:44 pm by: Dan Less 
Seconded by: Ethan Mascoop 
Discussion: None 
All in favor: Unanimous 
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