
 
 

2014 Massachusetts Trails Conference 

MIXin’ it UP – Along Our Trails 
 

PRESENTER BIOS 
  
Sheri Bean is a Transportation Planner at the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission and           
works directly with 22 communities to assist with planning and alternate modes of transportation.  She 
assists Massachusetts’ new focus on Mode Shift to a Healthier State by creating fun and safe ways for 
people to get around using Safe Routes to School and Complete Streets/Walkability programs. A graduate 
of Worcester State College, Sheri Co-Chairs the Montachusett Regional Trail Coalition.                                       
sbean@mrpc.org  978-345-7376 x315 
 
Pleun Clara Bouricius is Director of Grants and Programs at Mass Humanities. Before that she was                   
a carpenter; a truck driver; managed the Women, Enterprise, and Society project at Baker Library at 
Harvard Business School; and taught in the History and Literature, and Women’s Studies Programs at 
Harvard University and the Harvard Extension School. She has a PhD in American Studies from Harvard 
University, and a BA in history, women's studies, and photography from Montclair State College, New 
Jersey. She lives in Plainfield, MA and is curator of the Plainfield Historical Society 
pbouricius@masshumanities.org    413-584-8440 x106 
 
Electa Tritsch is a landscape historian who works with Massachusetts communities and organizations 
involved in land and cultural resource planning. Her independent video series, Tracks in Time, provides 
outdoor enthusiasts and armchair hikers with new ways of experiencing the land around them. Electa has 
a master’s degree in New England Studies from B.U. She lives in Concord and currently chairs the 
Concord Historical Commission.  e.tritsch@comcast.net  www.oakfieldresearch.com      978-371-2128 
 
Mark Mandeville & Raianne Richards are a nationally touring folk songwriters and co-founders of             
the Massachusetts Walking Tour. Mandeville and Richards have organized an annual non-profit bipedal 
concert tour of Massachusetts in support of arts and culture for towns throughout the state.  These free 
community concerts collaborate with local artists, musicians, educational programs, trail managers and 
land trust groups to highlight artistic diversity and recreational land use.   People do ask "so you actually 
walk?" YES, with our instruments, and camping gear, to each and every show - and after 8-13 miles of 
hiking roads and trailways, we perform a concert. For more info:  www.masswalkingtour.org and 
raiannerichards@gmail.com and www.markmandeville.com 
 
 
Co-Chairs 
 
Charles Tracy is a National Park Service landscape architect who guides community trail development 
and regional landscape conservation initiatives in New England. Tracy is currently superintendent of the 
New England National Scenic Trail and national lead for NPS artist-in-residence programs and art 
partnerships. He holds master’s degrees in landscape architecture from the University of Massachusetts 
and in classics from the University of Texas.   charles_tracy@nps.gov    617-223- 5210 

 
 
Maud V. Ayson  - After a career in teaching and school administration, Maud followed her passion for 
learning and community building in a second career holding senior leadership positions at Old Sturbridge 
Village,  Museum of the City of New York,  The Norman Rockwell Museum, and at Fruitlands Museum.  
Presently  Consulting Program Director for Freedom’s Way National Heritage Area, she serves on the 
boards of The Bulfinch Fund, Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition, Monadnock Media, and Red 
Tomato, Inc.   maud.ayson@gmail.com  (h) 978-772-5812  www.freedomsway.org 
 
 
 


