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S hunpike Rest & Picnic
Area , pa rking lo t &
b o a t la unch/ta ke o ut Ea st Cha rlem o nt b o a t la unch/ta ke o ut.

While hea ding West o n RT 2, wa tch 
fo r a  sm a ll unm a rked drivewa y 1/4 m ile 
pa st the Cha rlem o nt Pa rk & Ride o n the 

left which will lea d to  the river.
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T his sectio n o f the tra il o ffers o ptio ns
fo r lo dging including priva te ca mpgro unds,
b ed a nd b rea kfa st lo ca tio ns a nd m o tels. It
is a lso  ho m e to  m a ny co m m ercia l 

recrea tio na l a ctivities.
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Histo ric Co vered 
Bissell Bridge. Orgina lly 
b uilt in 1881 reto red 2009
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T his segm ent ca n b e pa ddled o n
the Deerfield River. U se ca utio n a s
wa ter levels ca n cha nge quickly.
S ee river flo w info rm a tio n b elo w.
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South River 
State Forest

South River 
State Forest

Ho o sa c Ro a d tra ilhea d
a nd lim ited pa rking, tra il
is no w o ff-ro a d a nd fo llo ws
fo rm er ra ilro a d b ed. 
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Very steep
terra in

Ba rdwells Ferry 
Bridge, b uilt in
1882, is a  histo ric
lenticula r truss
b ridge tha t spa ns
the Deerfield River
b etween Deerfield
a nd Co nwa y.

Po lly's Cro ssing

SHELBURNE FALLS ROAD

ELM STREET

BRIDGE STREET

CONWAY ROAD

MOHAWK TRAIL
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Sources:  Map produced by the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments Planning Department. GIS data sources include
MassDOT, MassGIS, FRCOG, DCR and The Franklin Land
Trust. Depicted boundaries are approximate and are intended
 for planning purposes only, not to be used for survey.

Area  o f Deta il,
Western Ma ssa chusetts.
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Bo sto n
Greenfield

S pringfield
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S ectio n 1:
Deerfield - 
S helb urne
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Greenfield
S helb urne
Fa lls

Cha rlem o nt

No rth Ada ms

S ECTION 1
S ECTION 2

S ECTION 3
S ECTION 4

S ECTION 5

S ectio n 2: S helb urne

S ectio n 3: Cha rlem o nt Wa ter Tra il
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Do  no t pro ceed pa st this
po int, m a rked b y a  b a rb ed

wire fence. Tra il ends, plea se pla n 
yo ur ro undtrip a cco rdingly.

Legend
Mo hica n-Mo ha wk Tra il

"n Da m
"9 S ta te Ca mpgro und

"F Tra ilhea d
"i Pa rking

"| Bo a t La unch/Ta ke o ut

"l Fishing Area
"\ S cenic View

"?
S ta te Fo rest
Hea dqua rters

"_ Restro o m s
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To:
Shelburne 
Falls &
Route 2

To:
Conway
Center

After cro ssing the Ba rdwells Ferry
Bridge, the tra il runs fo r 300 ya rds
b efo re entering the wo o ds.
S ta y o ff the ra ilro a d tra cks.

S HELBU RNE FALLS

To:
Conway
Center
9 miles

To:
Greenfield
10 miles

0 0.25 0.50.125 Miles
5

To:
Charlemont
8 miles

!> Tra il Intersectio n/
Info rm a tio n

To:
Greenfield
3 miles

To:
South
Deerfield &
I91
5 miles

Ha wks Fo rt
b uilt in 1754
b y Gresha m  &
S eth Ha wks.

Ho m e o f Ca pta in Mo ses Rice, the
first settler o f Cha rlem o nt 1743,
He wa s a tta cked a nd killed in 1755.

Priva te ho m e o f Ha rt Lea vitt. A
Na tio na l Netwo rk to  Freedo m  site
o n the U ndergro und Ra ilro a d. It
o pera ted fro m  1840-1881. 

Ta ylo r's Fo rt, b uilt in 1754
b y Da niel a nd Jo na tho n T a ylo r.

India n b a ttle, 1664, 
Po cumtuck India ns driven
o ut b y Mo ha wk India ns o f NY.

To:
North 
Adams
19 miles

")2

To: 
Shelburne
Falls"5

Picnic Area

CONWAY

S a lm o n Fa lls, S um m er
enca mpm ent site o f
indigeno us peo ple, 
b eca m e the Villa ge o f
S helb urne Fa lls.
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Fra nklin La nd Trust pa rking
lo t, info rm a tio n kio sk a nd
tra ilhea d o n Ro ute 2 with 
pa rking fo r 10 ca rs.

Entra nce to  Wilco x Ho llo w. 
Wa tch fo r a  sm a ll sign o n
the so uth side o f Ro ute 2. 
Ta ke the gra vel ro a d to  the 
pa rking lo t. T here is a  pa rking 

a rea  in a  la rge field with a  kio sk, a nd
m o re pa rking a t the end o f the ro a d. 

Do  no t pro ceed pa st this
po int. Tra il ends a t the wa terfa ll.

Plea se pla n yo ur ro undtrip a cco rdingly.

Ha il to  the S unrise, 
erected Oct. 1, 1932

Ro ger Ho o ker & K ezia h Lea vitt Ho use,
a  Netwo rk to  Freedo m  S ite which is o n 
the ca mpus o f the Aca dem y a t Cha rlem o nt.
T his ho use served fo r 5 yea rs a s sa fe ha ven

fo r Ba sil Do rsey, a  runa wa y sla ve fro m  Ma ryla nd.

_̂ Po int o f Interest

Fo o t Tra il
Ro a d S ectio n
Pa ddle S ectio n

3
Existing Fra nklin Co unty
Bikewa y Ro ute

]̂ Ca utio n (see m a p no te)
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Deerfield 
No.3 Dam

Gardner
Falls Dam

Deerfield
No. 2 Dam

T he Wa terline™ to ll free telepho ne num b ers a re:
•Bo a ters Editio n 1-800-452-1737
•Fishing Editio n 1-800-452-1742

To:
Zoar Picnic
Area, 3 miles

BUCKLAND

Franklin Land Trust Pull-off to Wilcox Hollow

note: this profile graph is west to east
Distance in Miles
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Pa rking
  lo t S cenic View K io sk River

Access

Turn a ro und 
po int

(b a rb ed wire)

WES T EAS T

*Plea se no te, this pro file gra ph rea ds west to  ea st fro m  pa rking lo t to  end o f tra il.

"| "r "l

River Flo w Info rm a tio n Web site a nd 
Telepho ne Num b ers  
Info rm a tio n o n rea l-tim e river wa ter flo ws a nd 
fo reca sts o f flo ws thro ugh the next da y a re 
a va ila b le thro ugh the Wa terline™ web site 
a nd telepho ne lines.  K no wn scheduled wa ter
relea ses ca n b e fo und o n the Wa terline™ 
web site http://www.h2o line.co m /trc.a sp o r 
thro ugh the to ll free telepho ne num b ers a nd 
using the site-specific co des listed here. 

Historic Deerfield, South River State Forest to Shelburne

Distance in Miles
97.552.50
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et 1,000
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600
400
200

Info rm a tio n
Center/Histo ric
Deerfield

S tillwa ter
ta ke o ut/
la unch

Begin o ff-ro a d
sectio n, Ho o sa c Rd

Po lly's
Bridge

S ta tio n Rd/
Ba rdwell's Ferry Rd

Ba rdwell's 
Ferry
Bridge

View o f
Da m

*Plea se no te, this pro file gra ph rea ds ea st to  west, fro m  Histo ric Deerfield to  the end o f the hiking tra il in S helb urne
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Cro ssing m a y no t b e 
po ssib le during high wa ter

S ite S pecific
S o m erset Da m , S o m erset, VT
S ea rsb urg Develo pm ent, S ea rsb urg, VT
Ha rrim a n Da m , Rea dsb o ro , VT
S herm a n Da m , Ro we, MA
Fife Bro o k Da m  (Bro o kfield) Ro we, MA
No . 5 S ta tio n, Mo nro e Bridge, MA
No . 4 Develo pm ent, Buckla nd, MA
No . 3 Develo pm ent, Buckla nd, MA
No . 2 Develo pm ent, Co nwa y, MA

Co des:
505124
505125
505126
255121
255123
255122
255124
255125
255126

Be co nsta ntly a lert fo r wa ter level increa ses. 
T he wa ter upstrea m m a y b e relea sed a t a ny tim e.

Be a wa re tha t there a re cha nging wa ter levels 
o n the Deerfield River

Prevent Lym e Disea se

Wa rning/ S a fety Info rm a tio n]̂ ]̂

- Wea r DEET repellent
- Tuck pa nts into  so cks
- Check fo r ticks da ily
- S ho wer so o n a fter b eing o utdo o rs
- Ca ll yo ur do cto r if yo u a re b itten

Western 
Massachusetts2021

MOHICAN - MOHAWK
TRAIL

The location of the historic Mohican-Mohawk Trail is based on
David Costello’s book, “The Mohawk Trail,” that depicts his
estimation of the location of the original American Indian trail.

The development and printing of this map were funded with a grant
 from the MassTrails and Recreational Trails Program. 
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T he trail crosses above the
historic H oosac Tunnel at this location
and is m arked by unused transm ission
lines. T he 4.75 - m ile tunnel was built from  
1851-1875 for $15 m illion and 195 lives
were lost during the construction.
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Florida 
State Forest

Savoy Mountain
State Forest

Savoy Mountain
State Forest

Florida 
State Forest

Savoy Mountain
State Forest
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Use caution, extrem ely steep
area with m any switchbacks
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Mohawk Trail
State Forest

On road section

Entrance to S avoy Mountain
S tate Park Cam pground. T his S tate
Forest was acquired in 1918 from
abandoned farm land and offers m any
m arked hiking trails. A separate m ap 

of the hiking trails and other recreation options
can be picked up at the forest headquarters, or

online at MA Dept. of Conservation & R ecreation website.
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Please note that there are m any trail 
intersections throughout this area. Look for 
Mohican - Mohawk Trail blue blazes or

Old Florida 
R oad Crossing

Transm ission line
intersections

S ide trail to 
S pruce H ill S um m it

Central shaft location. T he
shaft was built from  
1863 -1870 is 1028 ft 
deep and 27 x 15 ft wide.

S plit R ock

"F

"F

W estern S um m it Trailhead

"F"\

"\

"F

Parking and Trailhead

"\
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Mohican - Mohawk Trail

8 8

H istory of the Trail
In 1992, a group of W illiam s College students 
explored the history and path of the trail, and
assessed its reopening and reuse. T he location
of the historic Mohican-Mohawk Trail is based on 
David Costello’s book, "T he Mohawk Trail," which
depicts his estim ation of the location of the
original Am erican Indian trail.

W estern S um m it (R oute 2)

H istory of the Trail (con't)

A num ber of organizations continue to work 
collaboratively to re-establish the ancient 100-m ile 
Native trail. T he significance of the Mohican-
Mohawk Trail is the passion of a dedicated group 
of volunteer trail stewards known as the Mohican-
Mohawk Trail Partnership. 

Mohican-Mohawk Trail Partnership 

Trail Use Etiquette
• Park only in designated areas at the 
    trailheads. Do not park on private property.
• S tay on m arked trails. Carry in and carry out 
    all food and garbage. 
• Fires prohibited.
• Please respect the rights of private property 
   owners who have generously granted 
   perm ission for public access to their property. 
• Metal detecting or rem oval of any artifacts 
   is not perm itted.

S ection 4: Charlem ont - S avoy

S ection 5: S avoy - North Adam s

"?
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Mohawk Trail
State Forest

Mohawk Trail S tate Forest was originally established 
to preserve the scenic landscape. T he central 

feature is its old growth forest with m any trees that are
between 200 and 400 years old. In addition, it has 

one of the tallest forests in the Northeast with m any white 
pines over 150 feet tall. T he Mohican-Mohawk Trail runs
through parts of the old growth forest and several of the 
tall pine groves.T he 1.25 m ile section of trail that crosses 

Todd and Clark Mountains is part of the 
original Native Am erican trail.

Mohawk Trail
State Forest Map

Savoy Mountain
State Forest Map

H oosac Tunnel

"\

To:
North Adams
14 miles

To:
Greenfield
22 miles

To:
Greenfield
32 miles

"\

L ook for the blue blaze at
this sign for side trail to 
Todd Mt. S um m it

"F
Indian Lookout,

Indian trail (2 views)

2572'

2424'

2014'

1260'

2250' 1922' 1711'

Mohawk Trail
State Forest

1791'

1535'

1860'
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Busby Trail Intersection

T he Mohican-Mohawk Trail is a planned hiking/
walking trail that spans from  the Connecticut R iver
in Massachusetts to the H udson R iver in New 
York. It is historically significant because it generally 
follows the path that was used by Native Am ericans 
for centuries to traverse the region. It is ecologically
significant because a portion of the trail passes 
through or near 50% of the Com m onwealth's known 
old growth forests. It is inspirational because it 
passes through the tallest forests in New England. 
It offers scenic views that are am ong the best in the 
Bay S tate.  At this tim e, approxim ately 35 m iles of
the planned 100-m ile trail are open to hikers, and 
another 10 m iles can be paddled as a water trail 
on the Deerfield R iver in Massachusetts. 

Updated information 
about th trail can be found on
the DCR website, here:

T he trail’s eastern term inus is at the Connecticut 
R iver near H istoric Deerfield, Massachusetts. It 
follows the Native route west along the Deerfield 
R iver through S helburne, Buckland, and 
Charlem ont, Massachusetts. After crossing over 
the H oosac R ange in Florida and S avoy, it 
continues along the H oosic R iver into North Adam s 
and W illiam stown, Massachusetts; Pownal, 
Verm ont; and H oosick Falls and, S chaghticoke, 
New York where the H oosic R iver joins the 
H udson R iver. T he rivers provided indigenous 
com m unities with transportation, food and water. 
It also provided contact between different Nations 
for political purposes, trade, m arriage and warfare.

T hough the lands the Trail crosses are the territory
of the Mohican people, the Mohawks, an Iroquois-
speaking people who lived west of the H udson also
used it. T he pioneering white settlers expanded the
trail into roads and railroads, joining the forts, farm s, 
m ills, villages and towns. T he trail later served as a 
provisioning route for Fort Massachusetts, the m id-
18th century garrison in North Adam s. Local m ilitia 
com panies used it during the R evolutionary W ar. 
Benedict Arnold passed over the trail on his way to 
Fort T iconderoga in New York. L ater, literary figures 
including R alph W aldo Em erson, Nathaniel 
H awthorne, and H enry David T horeau tram ped the 
trail. Over tim e, the trail's route was m odified for 
vehicles, eventually resulting in the construction of 
R oute 2, which becam e known as "T he Mohawk Trail." 
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Mohawk Trail State Forest to Cold River

Distance in Miles
7.552.50
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R oad

Eldergrove
Trail

Trail to
Mt. Todd

Clark Mt. Pine
Forest

Foot 
Bridge

R oute 2
Intersection

Cold
R iver

Intersection

*Please note, this profile graph reads east to west, from  the MH Trail S tate Forest parking lot in Charlem ont to the Cold R iver intersection in Florida.

Cold R iver 
intersection

Cold River to Mohawk Trail (North Adams)

Distance in Miles
11.596.541.5El
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1,800
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1,200

900
600

Cold
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It is with gratitude and hum ility that we acknowledge that we 
are learning, speaking and gathering on the ancestral 
hom elands of the Mohican people, who are the indigenous 
peoples of this land. Despite trem endous hardship in being 
forced from  here, today their com m unity resides in W isconsin 
and is known as the S tockbridge-Munsee Com m unity. W e pay
honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we
com m it to building a m ore inclusive and equitable space for all.

T he trail follows the exact Native Am erican route 
over the top of Todd and Clark Mountains in the 
Mohawk Trail S tate Forest in Charlem ont. Other 
parts of the trail follow the general route, which 
traveled along the Deerfield R iver, over the H oosac 
Mountains, and along the H oosic R iver. T he vision 
is to establish a long-distance hiking trail that 
celebrates this history and links vibrant town centers, 
stunning views, scenic landscapes and lush forests. 

Land Acknowledgment

More information about the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Nation
can be found here: T he Mohican-Mohawk Trail Partnership has been 

increasing efforts to consult with the S tockbridge-
Munsee Mohican Nation (now displaced to 
W isconsin) in order to ensure that we are 
appropriate stewards of their ancestral hom elands.
In consultation with representatives of the 
S tockbridge-Munsee Mohican Nation, the 
Partnership adopted the m odern "Mohican" spelling 
and began the process to phase out the use of the 
historic spelling, "Mahican."     
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