From: To: Subject: Date:
Molly Connor
DPH-Testimony, Reg (DPH) BRMW Regulations
Thursday, April 23, 2026 10:43:42 AM
Molly Connor 743 Main Street Wilbraham, MA 01095
Dear Members of the Board,
I am currently eight months pregnant with my first child, and my husband and I have chosen to receive homebirth care with a midwife.
We made this decision for several reasons, but most importantly because we value the collaborative relationship we have with our midwife and the ability to welcome our son in our home. Throughout this pregnancy, we have asked countless questions—many of them emotional—and at every step we have felt supported, respected, and truly listened to. We have never been made to feel dismissed or that our concerns were unreasonable. Feeling heard and respected during pregnancy has been one of the most important parts of this experience for me. Instead, we have been guided with care, knowledge, and compassion.
This model of care has not only supported me emotionally, but has also helped me feel informed, prepared, and confident in making safe decisions throughout my pregnancy.
One of the reasons I chose not to pursue a hospital birth is because I wanted to avoid being in a system where I might feel pressured to make certain decisions or follow protocols simply for the sake of protocol, rather than based on what is best for me and my baby. Having a midwife has allowed me to feel confident that my decisions will be supported with thoughtful guidance and individualized care.
I was initially very encouraged to hear that Massachusetts is moving toward official licensure for midwives. I believe they deserve recognition for the important and skilled care they provide. However, I am concerned that if licensure results in overly restrictive regulations—particularly those that limit collaboration, informed decision-making, or require unnecessary transfers—it could undermine the very collaboration and individualized care that make midwifery so valuable.
As I approach birth, I feel confident knowing that I will be supported by a provider I trust and have built a relationship with over many months. I believe that together, we will make the best decisions for my health and my baby’s health—whether that means continuing care at home or transferring to a hospital if needed.
This is not just about my experience, but about ensuring that families across Massachusetts can continue to access this type of respectful, individualized care.





I respectfully ask that the Board consider regulations that preserve this model of collaborative, individualized care and protect families’ ability to make informed choices about how and where they give birth.
Thank you for the opportunity to share my perspective.
Sincerely,
Molly Connor
743 Main Street Wilbraham, MA 01095

