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January 12, 2004 

S1Ulll Tiemey
Chair, 0ceao M.anagemont Tuk Pocee 
Commonwealth ofMassac:busetts 
Bxecutive Ofliee ofBnvuomnent41 Affairs 
251 C$iseway Street. Suite # 900 
Boston, Mw. 02114-2119 

Dear Chairman Tierney, 

I writ.e to on bcbalf of the av« 70,000 momban of the 
Boston and New England Maritime Trades CouDdl, AFL-CIO. 
0ur orpmation represem:11 unioniz.ed workers engaged in marine 
and maritime te1ated industries. Skilled, local wolkers that nmgc 
from tuhenncm, to merchant marinm, dock wotica's, drcdse and 
f«ry worbiJ, pile drivers, and many other marine and building 
trades personnel. We an, ooncemed over _several oft.he 
recommendations being made by the Ocean Management Task 
Poree enchbc potential Impact these points could have on c:urnnt 
and :&m.ue 4evclopment projects. 

An -.nalysis of your recently released recommendations 
indicatell the Task Force wms to add requirmnents and condiiiODli 
to tbe permitting process for projcc;is elready in the middle of a 
penaitting review, Certainly tbe Commonwealth ha$ the right to 
� it, co- and contiguous waterways to� ell of its 
citizens. Conversely, developers and those who submit 
applications fur atato permit, ithou1d have the right to assume that 
the review proceu will not be altered, or changed, in tbe m.iddlo of 
tbe application process. These new requiremenu would replace, the 
cummt system, which baa cleu rules and fees, with a Jystem based 
on 111Wjec:tivo rule11 and wiknoWD taxes. Tbeso propOIIOd 
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regulations eoult,i add substantial cost to the projects already under 
pcrm.itting review, possibly jeopar� these developments. The 
Ocean Management Task Forc:e recommendations must be 
consttuc:ted fairly and should clearly provide that the Ocean 
Management Act is not intended to impmr or delay ongoing 
projects. 

The livelihood of our members is depended upon maritime 
commerce and we are thetefore acutely sensitive to all federal and 
state stlll'Utes or policies. Any changes to c,tablished laws or 
regulations could have extreme impacta on the people we 
represeat. We uJc that you revise recommendations 1,2,3,4, and 5 
so as not t.o impede or obstruct projects currently under review, Let 
those projects that have pennit applications pending to proceed 
through the process under the existing requirements and be 
reviewed fairly and impartially. 

cc: Sen. Kennedy 
Sen. �erry 
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Cong.Lynch 
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Cons. Markey 
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Mayor Kalisz 
Mayor Bell 
Sen. Muany 
Sen. O'Leary 
Sen. Tarr 
Rep. Gifford 
Rep. Verga 

�/)/ G«anl D�fHt.r---,
President, Bo11t0n & New England 
Maritime Trades Council, AFL-CIO 


