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Massachusetts Tiered System of Support (MTSS):
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) Academy

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE), in collaboration with the University of Connecticut/PBIS Center (UCONN/PBIS), is pleased to offer an intensive professional development opportunity designed to train school and district teams in their development and implementation of school and district-wide systems of behavioral supports and interventions and thereby improve school climate for all students.  Based on the extensive research supporting the policies, practices and procedures of the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports Framework (www.pbis.org), these trainings – the PBIS Academy - will teach the structures, processes, resources, and collaboration needed for school-wide implementation of PBIS.  

MTSS: PBIS Academy Description
The PBIS Academy will support district and school level implementation teams and coaches to build internal local capacity to implement school-wide PBIS.  Composed of full day trainings and on-site technical assistance and consultation, participating teams will receive on-going support for multiple years.  

These trainings and activities will include: district mapping of current structures in systems to develop multi-year action plans towards adopting and implementing evidence-based, culturally relevant practices; readiness assessment for training at the whole school level; coaches’ readiness training; school-wide universal PBIS training for school-wide teams; customized, on-site job embedded support; and training in data systems and analysis. 

	Year 1
Fall 2015 - Spring 2016
Professional Learning Activities
	Year 2
Fall 2016 - Spring 2017
Professional Learning Activities
	Year 3 
Fall 2017 - Spring 2018
Professional Learning Activities

	6 days: face-to-face team trainings
	3 days: face-to-face team trainings
	2 days: face-to-face team trainings

	3 days: coaches’ trainings
	3 days: coaches’ trainings
	2 days: coaches’ trainings

	1 day: on-site technical assistance per school
	1 day: on-site technical assistance per school
	1 day: on-site technical assistance per school



Team Composition:
Each team should consist of six to eight people to support district-wide and school-wide implementation of PBIS and include:  
At least one building administrator with decision making authority (building and district level);
At least one, but preferably two, members who will become PBIS coaches; 
At least two classroom teachers, one general educator and one special educator;
At least one non-certified staff member; and
At least one parent who is not also a staff member.
In addition, school teams should be accompanied by the district PBIS team.
Team members are expected to attend all trainings and to participate in the on-site, technical assistance activities.

Cost: 
This multi-year training and technical assistance is being offered at no cost to schools and districts.  Funds for this work are provided through a State Personnel Development Grant from the Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education. Schools and districts will be responsible for the cost of stipends, travel, substitutes, etc.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]For more information about the MTSS: PBIS Academy, please contact Rebecca Shor (rshor@doe.mass.edu) or Adam Feinberg (adam.feinberg@uconn.edu).
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