




July 13, 1987

DEQE/DWPC, Wastewater Residuals

Guidance Document No. 87-3:

Multi-site/Single-ownership

This paper is intended to address the concern that the requirements of Regulations 310 CMR 32.00 are too cumbersome when a multi-site/single ownership land application project is contemplated.  Therefore, this document is intended to provide an approach which is realistic yet conforms to the requirements of the regulations.

Sections 32.11 through 32.14 inclusive, of the land application regulations deal with the “Approval of Suitability” of a sludge or septage generated by a specific treatment facility for beneficial use.  Sections 32.20 through 32.26 inclusive, deal with “Approval of Sites for Land Application of Type II or Type III Sludge or Septage” generated by a facility that has obtained an “Approval of Suitability”.  Section 32.25 specifically requires a “Land Application Certificate” be obtained from the Department for each location prior to land application occurring and also outlines the minimum information to be provided for each site being contemplated for such use.

Therefore, taking the regulations at face value, if for examples, a Town DPW wished to apply a type II sludge on 20 different Town-owned locations, 20 separate applications with supporting information for “Land Application Certificates” would be filed with the Department.

In order to avoid filing redundant materials for each application site the Task Force is of the opinion that the following approach is appropriate.

A single consolidated application can be submitted to DEQE which contains a request for approval of a number of different sites.  Certain types of information in the application would be generic to all sites while site specific information, for all sites proposed for use, would still need to be submitted.  This information would need to be clearly delineated in the application.  The applicant should also be instructed to indicate whether he/she wishes to request that DEQE review and process the application as one non-segmentable plan or as an overall program proposal which can be considered as being comprised of a number of segmentable application proposals (sites).  As long as the applicant is willing to allow a phased-approval, such a review and approval process can be accomplished by DEQE.  Specifically, an application for such a segmentable process would include the following elements:

1.  The multi-site application should be broken into three distinct parts – cover letter, information generic to every location, and site specific information.

2.  The cover letter should list each location being sought, prioritize the review and processing order of the locations, and request or otherwise allow the Department to act on a portion of the locations in the event that a site specific problem prevents action on the entire request.  (for the purpose of 32.25(5), the Department shall consider that it has received a fully completed application for each of the proposed sites and will proceed with action pursuant to 32.25(5).)

3.  The generic information section would apply to each location and negate the need for filing redundant information.  This generic section could address Application Management Requirements, Section 32.23 (application rate, public access, grazing animals, crops and seasonal restrictions), Soil Sampling Requirements, Section 32.24 (frequency, parameter, etc.), and any other information applicable to all sites.

4.  The site specific section would provide information to address all the requirements of Section 32.25(3) which were not fulfilled by the generic section as well as any other site specific information required by the Department.
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