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Welcome to the fourteenth quarterly issue of the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness
(MVP) Program Newsletter. The MVP grant program provides support for communities in
Massachusetts to begin the process of planning for climate change resiliency and
implementing priority projects. The Commonwealth awards communities with funding to
complete vulnerability assessments and develop action-oriented resiliency plans.
Communities who complete the MVP Planning Grant program become certified as an
MVP community and are eligible for MVP Action Grant funding and other opportunities.

Announcements
  

GEAR Release: Guides for Equitable & Actionable
Resilience

The MVP team is excited to announce the launch of a new planning
resource, GEAR: Guides for Equitable and Actionable Resilience.
GEAR was developed as a component of MVP 2.0 but is publicly
accessible to all. It provides communities with access to climate data and
guidance to assess local climate change impacts, as well as suggested
actions and case studies for building community resilience. GEAR allows
users to investigate the ways in which community systems (such as

https://resilientma.mass.gov/GEAR


housing, infrastructure, or health) interact with a specific climate hazard
(such as heat, drought, or coastal flooding). There are 18 unique guides
that feature background information and data from the Massachusetts
Climate Change Assessment, guided explorations utilizing GIS maps,
actions to consider, and MVP case study examples. Watch the how-to
video on the homepage for a quick tutorial.

GEAR is a beta tool while MVP 2.0 is in its pilot year. Please send us
your feedback at info.resilientma@mass.gov.

 
 

MVP 2.0 Webpage Now Live
The expanded MVP 2.0 webpage is now live. Explore this page to learn
more about the MVP 2.0 process and access MVP 2.0 resources,
including the MVP 2.0 guide, additional process documents, and GEAR.

 

MVP Project Highlights
 

Mashpee: Increasing Resilience to Harmful Algal Blooms in
Santuit Pond (FY23)

Mashpee recently voted by a majority to expand their current wetland
buffer zones from 100 feet to 150 feet and to increase the current 50-foot
requirements for natural vegetative buffer strips to 75 feet. Residents also

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mvp-20
https://www.capenews.net/mashpee/news/mashpee-town-meeting-passes-wetland-bylaw-increases-horsepower-restriction/article_a7cd45e6-5ebd-5957-bb97-48df7a0158c7.html


voted to restrict horsepower on Santuit Pond. These bylaws and
corresponding education and outreach were developed through
Mashpee's FY23 Action Grant.

   
Ayer-Devens Main Streets Pocket Forests Pilot (FY23)

Ayer & Devens recently hosted a Pocket Forest Planting Day on East
Main Street. An area of 2000 square-feet was planted on a 0.44-acre
town-owned parcel by over 100 attendees. Over 300 plants were planted,
and fences and drip irrigation were installed. Pocket forests, or
community forests, can help increase biodiversity and habit, improve air
and water quality, provide shade and cooling, and enhance public health
and community resilience.



  

Upcoming Dates, Events, and Other Opportunities
Want to share details of your event or other related climate opportunities in our upcoming MVP

newsletters? Submit to marissa.robertson2@mass.gov.

Grant Opportunities

Parks and Conservation Grants:
The EEA Division of Conservation Services (DCS) is seeking applications for the FY 2024
Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) grant. PARC grants
help communities acquire parkland, develop new parks, and renovate existing parks.
PARC grant applications are due by 3:00 p.m. on July 13.
The EEA Division of Conservation Services (DCS) is seeking applications for the FY 2024
Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity (LAND) grant. LAND grants provide funds to
municipal conservation commissions to purchase conservation land. LAND grant
applications are due by 3:00 p.m. on July 13.
The EEA Division of Conservation Services (DCS) is seeking applications for the FY 2024
Conservation Partnership grants. Conservation Partnership grants provide funds to non-
profit organizations for land acquisitions. Conservation Partnership applications are due by
3:00 p.m. on July 17.

MA Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM):
Coastal Habitat & Water Quality Grants - CZM is seeking proposals for projects that
assess and treat stormwater impacts and support comprehensive habitat restoration
planning activities. Projects must address nonpoint source (NPS) pollution from paved or
unpaved surfaces; build capacity for future implementation of stormwater green
infrastructure; or assess aquatic and coastal habitat within the coastal watershed for the
purposes of restoration plan development. Municipalities within the Massachusetts coastal
watershed are eligible to apply, along with certified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations,
regional planning agencies, and stormwater collaboratives in partnership with
municipalities. See the RFR on the COMMBUYS website for eligibility requirements, project
categories, and evaluation criteria. Proposals are due by 5:00 pm on June 16.
Coastal Resilience Grants - CZM is seeking proposals for innovative and transferable
local and regional projects to address coastal flooding, erosion, and sea level rise impacts.

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-to-the-parkland-acquisitions-and-renovations-for-communities-parc-grant-program
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-local-acquisitions-for-natural-diversity-land-grant
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-conservation-partnership-grant
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/coastal-habitat-and-water-quality-grants
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/communities-in-the-massachusetts-coastal-watershed
https://www.commbuys.com/bso/external/bidDetail.sdo?docId=BD-23-1042-CZM-ENV40-88437&external=true&parentUrl=close
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/coastal-resilience-grant-program


For FY 24, CZM will provide funding and technical assistance to coastal communities,
certified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations that own vulnerable coastal property that is open
and accessible to the public, and federally recognized and state-acknowledged
Massachusetts Tribes. Eligible project types include evaluating vulnerabilities and risks,
public outreach, and redesigning and retrofitting vulnerable municipally owned facilities and
infrastructure, shoreline restoration, and proactive planning projects. Applicants may
request up to $2 million in funding per project. Projects must be completed by June 30,
2024 - or projects may be selected for extended contract end date up to June 30, 2025
(FY25), depending on the proposal and EEA funding decisions. See the RFR on the
COMMBUYS website for eligibility requirements, project categories, and evaluation criteria.
Proposals are due by 4:00 pm on July 11. The question and answer period for the RFR is
open until 4:00 pm on June 13. Please submit questions to patricia.bowie@mass.gov.
Answers to all questions will be posted on the COMMBUYS website after June 13.

Job Opportunities

MA Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs (EEA):
DER Ecological Restoration Specialist, Coastal Wetlands Restoration - DER is
seeking a wetland and stream restoration project manager with a particular focus on
coastal restoration efforts in DER's Wetlands Restoration Program.
DER Ecological Restoration Specialist, Dam Removal - DER is seeking an ecological
restoration project manager with emphasis on river restoration and dam removal in DER’s
Dam Removal Program. The Ecological Restoration Specialist will also provide
programmatic support for the Dam Removal Program, such as field data collection,
assistance with project identification and evaluation, landowner consultation, and
participation in other forms of data collection that inform the technical practice of dam
removal.
DER Stream Crossing Specialist - DER is seeking a Stream Crossing Specialist to
contribute to ecological and community resiliency by working with partners to remove
stream barriers, reconnect stream habitat, reduce storm hazards, and restore fish
passage.  
MDAR Agricultural Energy & Climate Specialist - The Mass. Dept. of Agricultural
Resources (MDAR) is seeking an environmental analyst to support work that advances
alternative energy initiatives on farms, including clean energy and energy efficiency and
climate resiliency. Specific duties include developing agricultural plans, policies, and
programs, grant coordination, and management of the MA Farm Energy Program.

Municipal Opportunities:
Easthampton, MA: Associate Planner - The City of Easthampton is seeking an Associate
Planner to assist with land use permitting, technical assistance, research and data
collection, and grant application and administration.
Ware, MA: Director of Planning and Community Development - The Town of Ware is
seeking a Director of Planning and Community Development to oversee planning, land use,
zoning, and conservation.
Whately, MA: Community Development Administrator/Assistant Town Administrator
- The Town of Whately is seeking a Community Development Administrator to provide
technical planning and zoning expertise, assist with amendments of by-laws, and engage in
long range planning activities.

Events

Tuesday, June 13, 8:30-11:00 am at Mendon Town Hall: Green Infrastructure Workshop
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