
 

 
 
 

Project Partners 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (since 2003) 

Metropolitan District Commission (2000-2003) 
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority 

Massachusetts State Archives 



1906 Map of the Metropolitan Water Works System, at the 
conclusion of the major construction phase, 1895-1905 

Courtesy DCR Archives 
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Between 1964 and 1985, the 1895-1921 MWW glass plate negative and 
photographic print collection became dispersed amongst 7 different 
organizations, with 3 having legal title and 4 through loan agreements 

Designed by MWRA Library 



From the 1985 microfilm of the 1936-1984 MDC Water Division 
Boston Office Subject Files 



38 crates of MWW 
glass plate 
negatives returned 
to MDC from 
1964/65-1990 loan 
to Smithsonian 
Institution, with 
about 200 plates 
per crate 
(1996) 



3 crates of MWW glass plate negatives loaned from MDC to 
West Boylston Historical Society, through the 

Smithsonian Institution, 1975-2000 (1998) 



1 crate of MWW glass plate negatives, and 8 MWW bound volumes of photo 
prints loaned from MDC to Boylston Historical Society, through the 

Smithsonian Institution, 1972/75-2001 (1998) 



9 MWW bound volumes of photo prints loaned from MDC 
to West Boylston Beaman Memorial Public Library, 

through the Smithsonian Institution, 1976-2001 (1998) 



MWW bound volumes of 
photo prints transferred 
from MDC to 
Massachusetts State 
Archives, 1980 (1998) 



On October 20, 2000, 
the Worcester 
Telegram & Gazette 
published an article 
about the Volunteer 
Days to archivally 
clean and rehouse 
the MWW glass plate 
negatives 



glass plate cleaning set-up for the Volunteer Days: 
cleaning/rehousing (left); and folding for the archival 4-flap envelopes 



25 teams of 2 

Volunteer Day to Archivally Clean and Rehouse 
MWW Glass Plate Negatives, 

Fall 2000, West Boylston 







Each pair of volunteers documented any plates with condition issues 





Archival-grade 
Coroplast boxes 
for glass plate 
negatives; each 
box holds 32 
plates, divided 
into 4 sections 



8 plates per slot 



created “plugs” for broken missing pieces of glass 









Rehousing units for 
broken glass plate 
negatives; the archival 
corrugated board is 
adhered with archival 
double-sided tape 



Unit sits on archival grade 
Coroplast sheet, and is 
covered with the same; 
and image is viewable on 
a light table 





11”x14” flat unit with a 8”x10” four-flap enclosure 
for 6.5”x8.5” broken glass plate negative 



11”x14” flat units for 6.5”x8.5” broken 
glass plate negatives 

(6 per box) 



Box for 8”x10” glass plate negatives, with 
corrugated board liners and Coroplast 

sheets as interval dividers 



109 glass plate negatives (8”x10”) of the 
1897 Wachusett Dam Load Testing Experiment 

(except 17 broken plates) 



84 glass plate negatives (4”x5”) 
(except 7 broken plates) 



51 glass plate negatives (5”x7”) 
of engineering plans, 1894-1899 



1960s/70s “glassine” envelopes used by the Smithsonian Institution 
to rehouse the negatives (after removal in 2000/01) 



Original glass lantern slide boxes used by MWW 



618 glass lantern slides (3.25”x4”); 
each slide enclosed in a polyester sleeve 



Loose and mounted photo prints, each enclosed in polyester 



Oversize loose photo prints enclosed in polyester 



Data entry form in Microsoft Access, 2001-2002, 
for MWW Photograph Collection 



Data entry form in Microsoft Access, 2001-2002, 
to track conditions of the MWW glass plate negatives 



Data entry form in Microsoft Access, 2001-2002, 
to track print location in bound volumes of photo prints, and 

to track location of glass plate negative in 2000/01 



Preservation film and digital imaging tests by 4 companies, 2000-2002: 
35mm continuous tone microfilm; 70mm film; & 105mm film 

(none were implemented due to costs) 



transporting the MWW 
glass plate negatives 
from/to MA State 
Archives and City of 
Boston Archives 
Center, BPL Storage, 
2012/13, for 1 year 



shelving the MWW glass 
plate negatives at the 
City of Boston Archives 
Center, BPL Storage, for 
1 year BPL Digital 
Services Lab access, Nov. 
2012 



BPL’s digitizing the MWW glass plate negatives using a light table and digital camera 



MWW photographer’s field notebooks, 1895-1900 

Courtesy DCR Archives 



1907 description of the 
new facilities of the 
Metropolitan Water 
Works 

Courtesy DCR Archives 



Metropolitan Water Works System 
 
 Boston Water Commissioners (1846-1850) 

 Cochituate Water Board (1850-1875) 

 Water Commissioners of the City of Charlestown Water Works (1862-1865) 

 Mystic Water Board (1865-1875) 

 Boston Water Board (1875-1895) 

 Metropolitan Water Board (1895-1901) 

 Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board (1901-1919) 

 Metropolitan District Commission (MDC), Water Division (1919-1985) 

 Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission (1926-1947) [Quabbin] 

 MDC, Division of Watershed Management (1985-2003) 
for Quabbin, Wachusett, & Sudbury Reservoirs & their watersheds 

DCR, Div. of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management (since 
2003), for Quabbin, Wachusett, & Sudbury Reservoirs & their watersheds 

Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (since 1985) 
for the MWW supply aqueducts & distribution system (from the MDC Water Division) 
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