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1. Identify the Applicant:
[bookmark: _Hlk227065784]Shields Signature Imaging, LLC (“the Applicant”) is filing a Notice of Determination of Need (“DoN”) Application pursuant to 105 CMR 100.740: Emergency Applications, with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (“DPH”) for the temporary relocation of its DoN approved (DoN Project #5-4958, N/A-24121012-AM) mobile positron emission tomography and computed tomography (“PET/CT”)       clinic ( #4EFI) located at Signature Healthcare Brockton Hospital (“Brockton Hospital”) 680 Center Street, Brockton, Massachusetts 02302 due to a cybersecurity event that has rendered the Applicant’s service inoperable at this location. 
The Applicant proposes to temporarily relocate its mobile PET/CT clinic to another DPH licensed clinic (#4354) Shields MRI of Brockton located at 265 Westgate Drive, Brockton, Massachusetts 02301.  This location is fully equipped to receive the mobile PET/CT and there is no cost associated with this request.  
Shields Signature Imaging, LLC is a joint venture between Brockton Hospital and Shields Imaging Services, LLC. The approval of this request will ensure continued community access to PET/CT imaging which is vital to the diagnosis, staging and to determine treatment efficacy for oncology patients.  

2. Nature of the Emergency & Public Health Need:
On April 6, 2026, a cybersecurity incident at Brockton Hospital rendered the Applicant’s mobile PET/CT clinic inoperable.  The incident caused a shutdown of network-dependent services, impacting medical records, patient portals, and pharmacy services.  
The inability to operate this clinic, even temporarily, will have a negative impact on public health.  Oncology patients and clinicians rely on this service to diagnose, stage and determine treatment efficacy.  Without issuance of the Determination of Need, there will be an absence of standard of care diagnostic imaging for oncology patients which will negatively impact health care outcomes.
3. Nature, Scope, Location, and projected costs of the Proposed Project:
The Applicant is proposing to temporarily relocate its mobile PET/CT clinic to another site which is approximately 5 miles and an 18 min drive from its current location.  This location is fully equipped to receive the Applicant’s mobile PET/CT and there is no cost associated with this request.  PET/CT imaging is used to diagnose, stage, and determine treatment efficacy for oncology patients.  Accordingly, approval of this request will allow patients to continue to receive these vital services without disruption to treatment protocols.   
