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Natural Heritage & 
Endangered Species 

Program (NHESP)

• Established 1978 - Part of 
MassWildlife since 1983

• Protection of the state’s 
native biological diversity 

• Highest priority: state-
listed rare species

30 Staff
Information Management

Conservation Science
Regulatory Review



One third of species in
the U.S. are vulnerable
and one in five are at
high risk of extinction
(National Wildlife Federation).

3 billion birds
have been lost
in North America
since 1970. 
(The Cornell Lab of Ornithology).



Proactive 
Conservation



Regulation



Outreach & 
Education



• Tracking current & historic observations of 
state-listed species & watch-list species 

• Maintaining information:

• Natural communities

• Certified vernal pools

• Database contains 

    geographically-referenced 

    records

Species and Populations
Data, Data, Data!

Proactive 
Conservation



Eastern 
Hognose 

Snake 
(Heterodon 
platirhinos)

Saltmarsh Sparrow 
(Ammodramus caudacutus)

American 
Bumble Bee 

(Bombus 
pensylvanicus)

American 
Chaffseed 

(Schwalbea 
americana)

MA Endangered Species Act (MESA) 
M.G.L. c. 131A 





Species Monitoring and 
Population Assessments



~ 30% of DCR property is mapped 

for rare species

– 119 Endangered

– 76 Threatened

– 83 Special Concern

Rare Species on DCR Properties



Land Protection



Invasive Plant Control 

Berkshires
Roseate Tern Habitat Restoration

Prescribed Burn, Plymouth 

Protecting our Investment in 
                            Public Land: Diverse Needs

Federally-listed Plant Restoration

Crane WMA, Falmouth



Habitat Management 
on DCR properties



Working with Partners on the Ground



• MA Endangered 
Species Act (MESA)

• MA Wetlands 
Protection Act 
(WPA)

• MA Environmental 
Policy Act (MEPA)

• MA Forest Cutting 
Practices 
Regulations

Regulation Review projects & activities for 
impacts to rare species



MESA Regulations - 321 CMR 10.00 

• Prohibits “take”- “means to …harm, … kill,…disrupt the 

nesting, breeding, feeding or migratory activity …. 

Disruption of nesting, breeding, feeding or migratory 

activity may result from, but is not limited to, the 

modification, degradation or destruction of Habitat.”

• Defines “Priority Habitat” and Outlines Delineation Process

MA Endangered Species Act (MESA) 
M.G.L. c. 131A 

Wood Turtle
(Glyptemys insculpta)

Special Concern



What does it mean if a property is in 
Priority Habitat?

• Priority Habitat is a “screening tool”

• Unless otherwise exempt, projects and activities need to 

be reviewed by NHESP

• Average of 1800 project reviews per year

• Most projects do not result in “take”



• Resource Management Plans (RMPs)

• Trails and Biodiversity Conservation

• Facility Operation & Maintenance Plans
- Beaches, campgrounds and parks

• Habitat Management Plans
- Invasive management, turtle nesting creation, field 

maintenance, prescribed fire

NHESP Review & Consultation

DCR Management Plans

* Responsibilities of State 
Agencies​

321 CMR 10.05



Outreach & 
Education



Mass.gov/biomap



Outreach & Collaboration with DCR



Questions?
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