Exhibit A


INTRODUCTION TO PRICING SCHEDULES


Exhibit A contains rates the Parties shall charge on a reciprocal basis for the specific services identified herein.


Except as otherwise provided for in this Agreement, when the Department approves actual rates in the Consolidated Arbitration proceeding, Docket 96-73/74, et al. (“Consolidated Proceeding”), those  rates shall apply to any network element or service provided by BA to [CLEC] under this Agreement.


If the Department approves additional or different rates and/or rate structures at a later time, unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties herein, the rates and/or rate structures established by the Department at a later time shall become the rates and/or rate structures established herein. 

The Parties agree that those rates and/or rate structures shall be applied prospectively only.

Bell Atlantic - Massachusetts and [CLEC]

PRICING SCHEDULE1

BA Services, Facilities, and Arrangements:
I.
Call Transport & Termination


BA Service
Non-recurring
Recurring

1.
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered to BA Interconnection Point 

 
$.010654*/mou  (Peak)                                 End Office Termination

$.005001*/mou     (Off-Peak)                        End Office Termination

$.021076*/mou  (Peak)                           Tandem  Termination

$.008103*/mou     (Off-Peak)                       Tandem  Termination

Charged in accordance with  Note 2 below.

2.
Access charges for termination of intrastate and interstate Toll Traffic

 
Per BA FCC No. 1 interstate and DTE No. 15 intrastate access tariffs  (charged in conjunction with Local Traffic, using PLU and PIU factors, as appropriate)

3.  
Entrance facilities, and transport, as appropriate, for Interconnection at BA End Office, Tandem Office, Serving Wire Center, or other Point of Interconnection  
Per BA FCC No. 1 interstate and DTE No. 15 intrastate access tariffs for Feature Group D service.

1
All rates and/or rate structures set forth herein, that are marked with an asterisk (‘*’), as applied to wholesale discount of retail Telecommunications Services, unbundled Network Elements or call transport and/or termination of Local Traffic purchased for the provision of Telephone Exchange Service or Exchange Access, shall be interim rates and/or rate structures.  These interim rates and/or rate structures shall be replaced on a prospective basis by such permanent rates and/or rate structures (applicable to wholesale discount of retail Telecommunications Services, unbundled Network Elements or call transport and/or termination of Local Traffic purchased for the provision of Telephone Exchange Service or Exchange Access) as may be approved by the Department and if appealed as may be ordered at the conclusion of such appeal.  At such time as such permanent rates and/or rate structures have been approved by the Department, the Parties shall append to this Exhibit an Exhibit AA, setting forth such rates and/or rate structures, which Exhibit AA the Parties shall update periodically as necessary.


Pending approval of rates and/or rate structures filed for instrastate physical collocation, all intrastate physical collocation services shall be charged at rates found in Mass. DTE Tariff No. 15.

Note 2:
RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION TRAFFIC TERMINATION RATES
A.
Charges by BA

(a) Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered to BA Tandem



(1)  Peak: 
 $.021076* per mou



(2)  Off-Peak: 
 $.008103* per mou


(b) Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered to terminating BA 


End Office/node 




(1)
Peak:

 $.010654* per mou



(2)
Off-Peak:
 $.005001* per mou

B.
Charges by [CLEC]
1.
Single-tiered interconnection structure:


[CLEC]’s rate for the termination of BA’s Reciprocal Compensation  Traffic from a BA Tandem under the single-tiered interconnection structure shall be recalculated biannually, beginning six (6) months from the Effective Date (the “Rate Determination Dates”).  The methodology for recalculating the rate is as follows:


Access Tandem Rated Minutes = Total minutes of use of Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered by [CLEC] to the BA Tandem for most recent billed quarter multiplied by appropriate time-of-day rate:


(Tandem Minutes (Peak) x $.021076*)




+ 


(Tandem Minutes (Off-Peak) x $.008103*)




=   (Tandem Rated Minutes)


End Office Rated Minutes = Total minutes of use Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered by [CLEC] directly to the terminating BA End Office for most recent billed quarter multiplied by appropriate time-of-day rate:  


(End Office Minutes (Peak) x $.010654*)




+ 


(End Office Minutes (Off-Peak) x $.005001*)




=   (End Office Rated Minutes) 

Total Minutes = Total minutes of use of Reciprocal Compensation Traffic delivered by [CLEC] to BA for most recent billed quarter.  


[CLEC] Charge at the [CLEC]-IP =


(Tandem Rated Minutes) + (End Office Rated Minutes)





Total Minutes

For the first six months after the Effective Date, the [CLEC] charge shall be calculated based on the traffic data of the quarter immediately preceding such Effective Date or, if no such data is available, at the average rate of $.008* per mou.

2.
Multiple-tiered interconnection structure (if offered by [CLEC] to any carrier):


(a) Local Traffic delivered to [CLEC] Tandem



(1)  Peak: 
 $.021076* per mou



(2)  Off-Peak: 
 $.008103* per mou


(b) Local Traffic delivered to terminating [CLEC] End Office/node 



(1)
Peak:

 $.010654* per mou




(2)
Off-Peak:
 $.005001* per mou

C.
Miscellaneous Notes
1.
The [CLEC] termination rate under the single-tiered interconnection structure set forth above is intended by the Parties to be a Reciprocal Compensation Traffic termination rate for Interconnection to the [CLEC]-IP within each LATA that is reciprocal and equal to the actual rates that will be charged by BA to [CLEC] under the two-tiered Reciprocal Compensation Traffic termination rate structure described above.  Under this single-tiered interconnection structure, the [CLEC] termination rate for Reciprocal Compensation Traffic is also intended to provide financial incentives to [CLEC] to deliver traffic directly to BA’s terminating End Offices once [CLEC]’s traffic volumes reach an appropriate threshold. The Parties agree that the Reciprocal Compensation rate(s) set forth herein recover a reasonable approximation of each Party’s additional costs of terminating calls that originate on the network facilities of the other Party.

II.
Information Services Billing and Collection


A.  
Information Service Billing Fee (“IP B&C Fee”)
$0.05 per call


B.
Variable-rated Information Services rates:



(1)  Access to BA IP Switching Platform

$0.03 per minute of use



(2)  BA IP Rating Service



$0.03 per message

III.
Transit Service


A.
Tandem Transit Service



Rates:
  (Peak) 
= $.008642* per minute




(Off-Peak)
= $.002702* per minute  


B.
Dedicated Transit Service









Monthly charges 



(1)  1.544 Mbps Connection:
2(DS-1 SAC)#

$  3.62*



(2)  45 Mbps Connection:  
2(DS-3 SAC)#

$58.08
*

#Rate = twice the applicable charge for the appropriate Service Access Charge (“SAC”)










Non-recurring charges



Standard Interval



(3)  Service Order Charge



$23.63* (per order)



(4)  Service Connection Charge


$43.49* (per connection)


(5)  Service Installation Charge


$10.74* (per connection)



Expedited Interval



(3)  Service Order Charge



$35.04* (per order)



(4)  Service Connection Charge


$60.21* (per connection)




(5)  Service Installation Charge


$14.92* (per connection)

IV.
Interim Telecommunications Number Portability


A.
Monthly Recurring Charges



Rate per Business Number  
= $2.00



Rate per Residential Number
= $1.00



No additional charges shall apply for interim number portability, including additional per-path, per-port, or usage-related charges, except for third Party and collect calls.


B.
Non-recurring Charge


Rate = $20 per ported number



Non-recurring charges only apply when interim number portability is ordered separately from an unbundled loop.


C.
Access Revenues Associated with Ported Numbers



In accordance with subsection 14.6 of the Agreement  

V.
Unbundled Database Access


A.  
800/888 Database


Reciprocal Compensation:  800 Database  (refer to I above) 




(charged to originating Party).



800 Database query:




$0.00108*
per query


B.
LIDB




LIDB  Database query



$0.00138*
per query

VI.
Unbundled Local Loops


A.
Monthly Recurring Charges 

(1)  ULL facility:  ULL type
Metro
Urban
Suburban
Rural

  (per month)





    2-Wire Analog Voice Grade   
$7.54*
$14.11*
$16.12*
$20.04*

    4-Wire Analog Voice Grade  
$30.97*
$43.40*
$46.95*
$52.39*

    2-Wire ISDN Digital Grade   
$19.87*
$27.24*
$29.38*
$32.84*

    4-Wire DS-1-Compatible Digital Grade 
$76.11*
$98.05*
$102.64*
$147.05*

(2)    Service Access Charge:  ULL type
(per month)


Voice Grade/DS-0
$0.27*


DS-1
$1.81*


B.
Non-Recurring Charges

(1)    Service Order Charge (per order)


Standard Interval
Expedite

ULL Type
1 ULL
2-9 ULL
10+ ULL
1 ULL
2-9 ULL
10+ ULL

    2-Wire Analog Voice Grade   
$0.00*
$10.17*
$14.18*
$0.00*
$15.07*
$21.02*

    4-Wire Analog Voice Grade  
$0.00*
$10.17*
$14.18*
$0.00*
$15.07*
$21.02*

    2-Wire ISDN Digital Grade   
$6.08*
$16.25*
$20.26*
$9.02*
$24.09*
$30.04*

    4-Wire DS-1-Comp.Digital Gr. 
$64.44*
$64.44*
$64.44*
$95.55*
$95.55*
$95.55*

(2)    Service Connection Charge:  (per loop)

ULL Type
Service Connection:  Standard
Service Connection:  CO Wiring

    2-Wire Analog Voice Grade
$46.06* 
$21.12*

    4-Wire Analog Voice Grade  
$46.06*
$21.12*

    2-Wire ISDN Digital Grade   
$46.06*
$21.12*

    4-Wire DS-1-Comp.Digital Gr. 
$124.15*
$43.38*

(3)   Installation Dispatch  (per dispatch)

Installation Dispatch (per dispatch)
TC Not Ready

ULL Type
1 ULL
2-9 ULL
10+ ULL
(per occasion)

    2-Wire Analog Voice Grade   
$48.66*
$57.06*
$64.14*
$46.22*

    4-Wire Analog Voice Grade  
$48.66*
$57.06*
$64.14*
$46.22*

    2-Wire ISDN Digital Grade   
$48.66*
$57.06*
$64.14*
$46.22*

    4-Wire DS-1-Comp.Digital Gr. 
$64.58*
$64.58*
$64.58*
$46.22*

(4)    Manual Intervention Surcharge  (where mechanized interface available but not used)

 

Standard Interval
Service Order (per order)
Svc Connection Chg (per ULL)

ULL Type
1 ULL
2-9 ULL
10+ ULL
1 ULL
2-9 ULL
10+ ULL

    2-Wire Analog Voice Grade   
$34.91*
$68.33*
$311.91*
$11.96*
$11.96*
$11.96*

    4-Wire Analog Voice Grade  
$34.91*
$68.33*
$311.91*
$11.96*
$11.96*
$11.96*

    2-Wire ISDN Digital Grade   
$34.91*
$68.33*
$311.91*
$11.96*
$11.96*
$11.96*

    4-Wire DS-1-Comp.Digital Gr.
$6.87*
$6.87*
$6.87*
$0.00
$0.00*
$0.00*



Expedited Interval
Service Order (per order)
Svc Connection Chg (per ULL)

ULL Type
1 ULL
2-9 ULL
10+ ULL
1 ULL
2-9 ULL
10+ ULL

    2-Wire Analog Voice Grade   
$51.76*
$101.32*
$462.49*
$11.96*
$11.96*
$11.96*

    4-Wire Analog Voice Grade  
$51.76*
$101.32*
$462.49*
$11.96*
$11.96*
$11.96*

    2-Wire ISDN Digital Grade   
$51.76*
$101.32*
$462.49*
$11.96*
$11.96*
$11.96*

    4-Wire DS-1-Comp.Digital Gr.
$10.19*
$10.19*
$10.19*
$0.00*
$0.00*
$0.00*

 (5)    Misdirected Trouble Dispatches  (charge per occasion)


(a)
Dispatch  IN  (to Central Office)

$77.24*


(b)
Dispatch  IN  (EXPEDITE)


$104.44*


(c)
Dispatch  OUT  (to Customer Premise)
$120.87*


(d)
Dispatch  OUT  (EXPEDITE)

$162.35*

VIII.
Unbundled IOF


A.
Monthly Recurring Charges

(1)  Dedicated Transport:



Facility (per month)
Interoffice Mileage FIXED
Interoffice Mileage/ MILE





DS-1
$126.35*
$0.73*

DS-3
$996.54*
$20.44*

OC-3
$1,779.69*
$61.31*

OC-12
$4,518.08*
$245.24*

(2)  Service Access Charge:  IOF
(per month)


DS-1
$1.81*


DS-3
$29.04*


OC-3
$20.91*


OC-12
$20.91*

(3)  Unbundled Multiplexing



   DS-1  to  DS-0  (1/0 Mux)
(per mux/per month)
$446.78*

   DS-3  to  DS-1  (3/1 Mux)
(per mux/per month)
$236.69*


B.
Non-Recurring Charges

Standard Interval
DS-1
DS-3
OC-3
OC-12

(1)  Service Order (per order)
$23.63*
$23.63*
$23.63*
$23.63*

(2)  Manual Intervention Surcharge (per order)
$0.00*
$0.00*
$0.00*
$0.00*

(3)  ServiceConnection:  Provisioning (per facility)
$201.50*
$201.50*
$201.50*
$225.78*

(4)  Service Connection:  Installation (per facility)
$148.18*
$327.71*
$327.71*
$411.03*



Expedited Interval
DS-1
DS-3
OC-3
OC-12

(1)  Service Order (per order)
$35.04*
$35.04*
$35.04*
$35.04*

(2)  Manual Intervention Surcharge (per order)
$0.00*
$0.00*
$0.00*
$0.00*

(3)  ServiceConnection:  Provisioning (per facility)
$229.64*
$229.64*
$229.64*
$263.81*

(4)  Service Connection:  Installation (per facility)
$205.89*
$455.36*
$455.36*
$571.13*

IX. 
Unbundled Common Channel Signaling and Call-Related Database Access


Rates for all unbundled Common Channel Signaling and call-related database access are 
as set forth in BA’s Mass. DTE No. 15 Tariff, as amended from time to time, subject to 
the provisions of Section 11 and Section 17. 

X.
Operations Support Systems


A.
Rates for access to, development, maintenance and use of Operations Support 


Systems, as related to the provision of unbundled Network Elements:   

OSS for UNE Providers



(1)  Access to Electronic Interface 
(per month)
$4,907.00*

(2)  Transaction Cost
(per transaction) 
$1.19*

(3)  Customer Record Retrieval
(per view)
$0.12*

(4)  Record Change Charge
(per change)
$10.74*

(5)  Design Change Charge
(per change)
$10.74*

(6)  Customer Loop Information
(per loop)
$9.12*

(7)  Data entry search (15 minute period)
(per period)
$10.74*

(8)  Out of scope request
(per request)
ICB


B.
Rates for all access to, development, maintenance and use of Operations Support 


Systems, as related to the provision of Resale:   

OSS for Resellers



(1)  Recurring Establishment Charge
(per month)
$2,557.00*

(2)  Non-recurring establishment charge 
(per transaction)
$1.19*

(3)  Electronic Interface Maintenance Chg
(per transaction) 
$0.38*

(4)  Complex Order Charge
(per line)
$16.27*

(5)  Service Center Maintenance Charge
(resold line/month)
$0.21*

(6)  Customer Record Retrieval
(per view)
$0.12*

XI .
911/E911 Interconnection


Monthly Rate:


A.  $252.00* per month for an unequipped DS1 Port and $100* per month per voice grade trunk activated and equipped on the DS1 port.


B.  $0.05* per line per month for unbundled local Switching Element.  

XII. 
Wholesale Discounts


Wholesale discounts are as set forth in the Mass. DTE No.14 Tariff, as amended from 
time to time.

Month- to- month discounts  (per qualifying retail rate):


A.  Where [CLEC] purchases BA-provided Operator Services



(1)
Business
24.99% *



(2)
Residence
24.99% *


B.  Where [CLEC] does not purchase BA Operator Services



(1)
Business
29.47% *



(2)
Residence 
29.47% *

XIII.
A.
Unbundled Directory Assistance Services 

(1)
Directory Assistance












(Per Request)



Each Request for Information per one telephone 



number, with BA branding





$0.308657*



Each Request for Information per one telephone



number, with CLEC branding





$0.308657*



Each Request for Information per one telephone



number, without branding





$0.258028*



 Branding surcharge per call (if applicable) 



$0.050629*



(2)
Directory Assistance Call Completion




DA Request + Call Completion (DACC) #



Each Request for Information per one telephone 



number, with CLEC branding or with NYNEX branding



plus call completion






$0.423713*



Each Request for Information per one telephone



number, without branding plus call completion


$0.373084*



DACC Surcharge per call





$0.115056*

#These rates are in addition to the applicable UTTC, TTSC & UNRCC or UCRCC charges. 


(3)
Direct Access to Directory Assistance (DADA)



Monthly Access Charge





$4,000.00*



Each Search Request






   $0.037*


(4)  
Bell Atlantic recording of [CLEC] Branding Announcement
       ICB*












Rate


B.
Inward Operator Services #  




(1)
BLV

(per work second)


$0.032444*




(2)
BLV/I

(per work second)


$0.032444*




(3)
Branding surcharge  per call (if applicable)

$0.050629*


C.
0+/Mechanized Operator Calls # 




(1)
Calling Card
(per request)



$0.096659*




(2)
Collect

(per request)



$0.098626*




(3)
Third Number
(per request)



$0.098626*




(4)
Branding surcharge per call (if applicable)

$0.050629*

#These rates are in addition to the applicable UTTC, TTSC & UNRCC or UCRCC charges.


D.
0- Operator Handled Calls #




(1)
Per work second




$0.012637*




(2) 
Collect & Bill to Third Number






(per request)




$0.098626*




(3)       Branding surcharge per call (if applicable)

$0.050629*

#These rates are in addition to the applicable UTTC, TTSC & UNRCC or UCRCC charges.


E.
Operator Emergency Bulletin Service




state bulletin (per year)


$17.77*










Recurring
Non-recurring

F.
TOPS Trunk Port   (DS-1)



$348.72*
$130.75*




Service Access Charge





-Per TOPS Port(DS-1)

$1.81*

N/A


G.
IOF mileage for Dedicated Trunk 


$126.35*
 




Transport 




Mileage charge, per mile per month

$0.73*

XIV.
Customer Usage Detail Charges 


Record Charges



(    Per record processed (EMR format)




$0.004085*

· Per record processed (Tandem Subtending Arrangement/EMR)

$0.004085*


(    Per record transmitted






$0.000118*


(    Per tape/cartridge







$20.12*

XV.  Time and Materials Charges 


Labor Rate, Per Hour or Fraction thereof

 



(  Service Representative - Regular

$42.96*



(  Service Representative - Expedited 
$63.70*



(  Technician - Regular


$44.23
*



(  Technician - Expedited 


$59.81
*

XVI.   Unbundled Local Switching


A.
Monthly Recurring Charges

Dedicated Local Switch Ports
Metro
Urban
Suburban
Rural

  (per month)





(1)    Local Switching Analog Port   
$5.52*
$5.00*
$3.95*
$6.96*

(2)    Local Switching Digital Port  
$5.37*
$6.96*
$6.34*
$11.10*

(3)    Local Switching ISDN-BRI Port   
$48.54*
$31.13*
$34.94*
$26.88*

(4)    Local Switching ISDN-PRI Port  
$609.58*
$471.64*
$583.35*
$583.35*

(5)    Local Switching Digital Trunk Port
$12.53*
$12.38*
$13.63*
$14.21*

Local Switching Port Additives (Features)
Metro
Urban
Suburban
Rural

  (per month)





(1)  Centrex
$0.7924*
$0.7924*
$0.7807*
$0.7807*

(2)  Ringmate
$0.9127*
$0.9194*
$0.9154*
$0.9128*

(3)  Three-Way Calling
$0.3575*
$0.3523*
$0.3535*
$0.3477*

(4)  Speed Calling
$0.0011*
$0.0031*
$0.0064*
$0.0056*

(5)  Call Waiting
$0.0005*
$0.0014*
$0.0029*
$0.0025*

(6)  Call Forwarding - Don’t Answer
$0.0001*
$0.0003*
$0.0007*
$0.0006*

(7)  Call Forwarding - Busy
$0.0001*
$0.0003*
$0.0007*
$0.0006*

(8)  Call Forwarding - Variable
$0.0003*
$0.0008*
$0.0016*
$0.0014*

Local Switching Usage
Metro
Urban
Suburban
Rural

  (per minute of use)





(1)  Local Switching Trunk Port  (PEAK)
$0.001703*
$0.001820*
$0.002090*
$0.002093*

(2)  Local Switching Trunk Port  (OFF-PEAK)
$0.000379*
$0.000404*
$0.000464*
$0.000465*

(3)  Local Switching Usage         (PEAK)
$0.004647*
$0.007401*
$0.009549*
$0.014277*

(4)  Local Switching Usage         (OFF-PEAK)
$0.001872*
$0.003516*
$0.005282*
$0.008186*

Shared Interoffice Trunking and Tandem Resources
All Zones

  (per minute of use)


(1)  Unbundled Shared Tandem Transport Charge (UTTC)           (PEAK)
$0.001780*

(2)  Unbundled Shared Tandem Transport Charge (UTTC)  (OFF-PEAK)
$0.00400*

(3)  Unbundled Tandem Transit Switching Charge (TTS)              (PEAK)
$0.008642*

(4)  Unbundled Tandem Transit Switching Charge (TTS)     (OFF-PEAK) 
$0.002702*

(5)  Unbundled Common Transport Charge  (UCTC)                    (PEAK)
$0.003745*

(6)  Unbundled Common Transport Charge  (UCTC)            (OFF-PEAK)
$0.000836*

(7)  Unbundled Toll Common Transport Charge (UTCTC)           (PEAK)
$0.005829*

(8)  Unbundled Toll Common Transport Charge (UTCTC)   (OFF-PEAK)
$0.001456*

Service Access Charge:  Switching
(per month)

Voice Grade/DS-0
$0.27*


DS-1
$1.81*


DS-3
$29.04*

B.
Non-Recurring Charges

End Office Trunk Ports
Standard Interval
Expedited Interval

(1)  Service Order (per order)
$0.00*
$0.00*

(2)  Manual Intervention Surcharge  (per order)
$21.48*
$31.85*

(3)  Service charge (per port)
$143.58*
$190.49*

(4)  Installation (CO wiring) (per port)
$16.32*
$22.68*

End Office Line Ports
Standard Interval
Expedited Interval

(1)  Service Order (per order)
$0.00*
$0.00*

(2)  Manual Intervention Surcharge  (per order)
$21.48*
$31.85*

(3)  Service charge (per port)#
$14.91*
$14.91*

(4)  Installation (CO wiring) (per port)#
$10.74*
$10.74*

#  Integrated DLC ports are priced on an Individual Case Basis

Switching Feature Activation
Standard Interval

(1)  Call Forwarding - Busy
$0.97*

(2)  Call Forwarding - Don’t Answer
$0.97*

(3)  Call Forwarding - Variable
$0.97*

(4)  Call Waiting
$0.97*

(5)  Centrex Intercom Dialing
$0.97*

(6)  Custom Ringing
$0.97*

(7)  Speed Calling
$0.97*

Miscellaneous Switching Charges
Standard Interval

(1)  Network Design Request                (per hour)
$67.14*

(2)  Line Port Traffic Study Set-Up     (per study)
$67.43*

(3)  Line Port Traffic Study                  (per week)
$45.67*

XVII.   Unbundled Tandem Switching


A.
Monthly Recurring Charges  

Dedicated Tandem Switch Ports
All Zones

  (per month)


(1)   Tandem Switching Digital Trunk Port   (DS-1)
$330.00*

Tandem Switching Usage
All Zones

  (per minute of use)


(1)  Tandem Trunk Port  (PEAK)
$0.003528*

(2)  Tandem Trunk Port  (OFF-PEAK)
$0.000784*

(3)  Tandem Usage         (PEAK)
$0.001586*

(4)  Tandem Usage         (OFF-PEAK)
$0.001134*


B.
Non-Recurring Charges

Tandem Office Trunk Ports
Standard Interval
Expedited Interval

(1)  Service Order (per order)
$0.00*
$0.00*

(2)  Manual Intervention Surcharge  (per order)
$21.48*
$31.85*

(3)  Service charge (per port)
$165.98*
$218.94*

(4)  Installation (CO wiring) (per port)
$16.32*
$22.68*
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