Committee:  New Bedford Site Citizens’ Advisory Board
Date: October 8, 2019
Attendees:  Daniel Hanlon, Roger Bergeron, Maureen Sylvia, Pam Opheim-Newhall, Susan Kooperstein, Cynthia Decicco and Lynne Olsen-Vieira
Excused:  Deb Lee and Oonagh Brault
Guests:  Robert Ortiz and Ron Grillo (Community Peer Connections)
	Topic
	Discussion
	Assignment/Task
	Point Person 
	Notes

	Introductions
	
	
	
	

	Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
	The minutes from the August 13, 2019 meeting were reviewed previously via e-mail by all present and accepted as presented.

	Minutes were forwarded via e-mail to DMH-DL-Open Meeting Notices for publication.
	Lisa M. DeBrito
	

	Old Business
	
	
	
	

	New Business
	
	
	
	

	Community Peer Connections – Presentation

Community Peer Connections – Presentation

(cont.)
	Robert Ortiz and Ron Grillo of FHR attended this meeting to present information regarding the FHR Community Peer Connections program.  All members received a FHR folder which included a Community Peer Connections brochure, a Community Peer Volunteer Description, and a Community Peer Connections Referral Packet.  Robert and Ron gave a brief description of the program, stating that the program is a volunteer program in which volunteers meet with individuals who are managing a mental health condition or addiction, for support and/or companionship.  The volunteer must commit to meeting with the individual two to four hours per month and agree to a commitment of a minimum of one year.  Robert invited members to attend the “Community Peer Connections” meetings if they would like to meet the volunteers and get more insight into the program and the service it provides.  The meetings are held the last Friday of every month at the Anchor House Clubhouse.
	Information sharing only.


	
	

	DMH-New Bedford Site Updates

DMH-New Bedford Site Updates

(cont.)


	All Citizen Board Meeting
The All Citizen Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 30th from 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM at White’s of Westport, Westport, MA.  Discussion ensued regarding who will be the speaker at the meeting, what the Site Advisory Board’s accomplishments and challenges are, and who will be attending the meeting and may need transportation to it.  After discussion it was decided that Maureen Sylvia will be the speaker.  Lisa DeBrito will send the list of accomplishments and challenges to Kim Anderson with a copy to Maureen.  At this point, Maureen, Sue Kooperstein, Pam Opheim-Newhall, Dan Hanlon, Roger Bergeron, Lynne Olsen-Vieira and Lisa DeBrito will be attending the meeting.  Lisa to RSVP to Kim Anderson for all attending.  Roger will need transportation to the meeting so arrangements will be made.  
Community Events
“DMH/FHR/NAMI Fall Event”
Lynne Olsen-Vieira stated that despite the weather she felt there was a good turnout.  Those who attended agreed that the speakers were very good.

Upcoming Events
“NAMI Candlelight Vigil”

Lynne reminded all that the New Bedford NAMI Candlelight Vigil is on Thursday, October 10th from 5:30 – 7:00 PM.  The vigil will take place at the Buttonwood Park Zoo near the entrance to the zoo.

Maureen Sylvia suggested giving Brenda Venice, NAMI Bristol County, a certificate of appreciation while at the vigil.  She presented a few versions of a certificate that she had created and all were in favor of presenting the certificate.  Maureen will present the certificate to Brenda at the end of the Candlelight Vigil.  

“NAMI State Conference”

Maureen Sylvia informed all of the NAMI State Conference that will take place on Saturday, 

October 26th from 8:00 – 4:00 PM.  The conference is being held at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel in Leominster. Maureen informed all that
Brenda Venice, NAMI of Bristol County, has offered to pay for the registration of anyone who might want to attend.  
	Lisa DeBrito to RSVP to Kim Anderson all the names of those attending the meeting.
Lisa DeBrito to send the list of New Bedford Site’s accomplishments and challenges to Kim Anderson with a copy to Maureen Sylvia

Update only.
Information sharing only.
Information sharing only.

	Lisa DeBrito
Lisa DeBrito

	

	Area Board Updates
	The topic of “Area Board Updates” was not discussed at this meeting.  The minutes from the July 10th Area Board meeting were included in the meeting’s packet for all to view.  Dan Hanlon is still to follow-up on the topic of “Mental Health Treatment within Jails & Correctional Facilities” at the next Southeast Area Board meeting and share any information gleaned from the meeting with this board.  


	Dan Hanlon
	Dan Hanlon
	

	Standard Items
	
	
	
	

	Recruitment for N.B. Site Advisory Board


	Lynne Olsen-Vieira informed all that Sgt. Ortega has been assigned to attend this meeting to represent the New Bedford Police Dept.  The day and time of this meeting does not work for Sgt. Ortega, so he has asked if the meeting could be held on a different day/time.  Lynne will be sending out a survey to all members to discuss the day/time/location of the meetings beginning in 2020.  
Standard at every meeting:  All members should try to think of anyone that might be a potential board member.  They must live or work in the New Bedford catchment area and they should have an interest in mental health.  The individual cannot be from a vendor that DMH currently oversees.  If anyone has a potential member in mind, you can provide Lynne with the individual’s phone number and Lynne will reach out to them. 
	All members
All members

	Lynne Olsen-Vieira
Lynne Olsen-Vieira


	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	ADJOURNMENT/

NEXT MEETING
	The next meeting is scheduled for December 10, 2019 at 12:00 PM at the Council on Aging.
	Meeting notice and agenda will be forwarded as a reminder.
	Lisa M. DeBrito
	  


