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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSSETTS

Governor

Maura T. Healey

Lieutenant Governor
Kimberley Driscoll

Energy and Environmental Secretary

Rebecca L. Tepper

Department of Conservation and Recreation Commissioner
Brian Arrigo
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D dcr

Massachusetts

DCR MISSION STATEMENT

To protect, promote and enhance
our common wealth of natural,
cultural and recreational resources
for the well-being of all.
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MEETING LOGISTICS

 You will have the opportunity to submit comments over the
course of the next three weeks at:

« DCR Public Comments
https://www/mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments

« Two ways to ask questions during the meeting
. Use chat feature

- Raise your hand: Click “Reaction’, then click “Raise Hand"”
and you will be given permissions to unmute and speak.

« Please note that this public information meeting will be
recorded; the recording will be a public record.

NORTHERN STRAND WAYSIDE - SAUGUS, MA
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AGENDA

1. Team Introductions

2. Project Overview

3. Original Concepts and Received Public Feedback

4. Current Design: Schematic Design
(25% Construction Documents)

Public Input: Q&A

o
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TEAM INTRODUCTIONS

CLIENT
Division of Design & Engineering
Department of Conservation & Recreation

DESIGN TEAM

Landscape Architecture
Halvorson | Tighe&Bond Studio

Civil Engineering, Ecological and Wetland Science, GIS
Tighe&Bond

Cultural Resources
Chronicle Heritage

Interpretive and Wayfinding Signage
goodgood
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Site, Project Area & Context
Project Goals

« Schedule

NORTHERN STRAND WAYSIDE - SAUGUS, MA
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PROJECT AREA & CONTEX
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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PROJECT GOALS

Protect the ecologically sensitive landscape and create a universally accessible and sustainable
passive recreation park.

Ecological Enhancement Passive Recreation

Site Remediation

« Remove contaminated soils and
pavements from the site’s prior
industrial use

« Minimize impacts to ecologically « Create universally accessible
sensitive areas parkland

Provide landscape restoration with « Invite visitors to walk, birdwatch,

« Manage invasive plants habitat-enhancing plants picnic, and enjoy the landscape

Integrate nature-based stormwater « Create educational opportunities
management related to the site’s ecology

NORTHERN STRAND WAYSIDE - SAUGUS, MA d
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PROJECT SCHEDULE
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ORIGINAL CONCEPTS

« Concepts1and 2
« Public Feedback on Concept Plans
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CONCEPT 1 | MEANDERING JOURNEY THROUGH HABITATS
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CONCEPT 1 | ENCARGEMENT
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Public Comments on Concept 1:
Audience liked the naturalistic and less amenity-driven design
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CONCEPT 2 | ENLARGEMENT
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Public Comments on Concept 2:
Audience liked the open lawn and outdoor classroom
potential for families and school field trips <
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INITIAL CONCEPTS - WHAT WE HEARD

Comments from Stakeholders and Public Meeting #1:

Desirable Amenities
Drinking fountain
Bike racks, bike repair station
Educational and interpretive signage
- Shade structure / Gazebo
Restrooms, visitor facility
- (Canoe/kayak landing (while desirable it is not feasible at this location)

Resiliency Strategies
Implement nature-based solutions for stormwater management
Design a resilient park able to recover after storm surge and flooding

Vegetation Management
Enhance the site’s ecological function with invasive plant removal and more native plantings

- Consider partnerships for future site management and stewardship

Habitat
Design the park to support habitat for both year-round and migratory birds

Site Access and Parking
Lack of nearby parking is challenging for people with disabilities and school groups arriving via bus

NORTHERN STRAND WAYSIDE - SAUGUS, MA
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PROPOSED SITE CHARACTER
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PROPOSED PROGRAM | EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
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_RESILIENCY | LANDFORMS AND FLOOB}NG PATTERN - ELEV. 8’

EXISTING GRADES
TO REMAIN

-
Resiliency Strategies
- Elevation 10" is FEMA flood elevation, 100-year storm

- All structures (boardwalks, overlooks, and shade
structures) will be above elevation 10.

- Most paths are above elevation 10.

- Flooding was considered as integral part of the
design and site experience, as well as site's valuable
established communities

J
NORTHERN STRAND WAYSIDE - SAUGUS, MA d
SCHEMATIC DESIGN PRESENTATION - JANUARY 2025 21 C r



_RESILIENCY | LANDFORMS AND FLOOB}NG PATTERN - ELEV. 9’

FLOODELEV.9' .~

EXISTING GRADES
TO REMAIN

-
Resiliency Strategies
- Elevation 10" is FEMA flood elevation, 100-year storm

- All structures (boardwalks, overlooks, and shade
structures) will be above elevation 10.

- Most paths are above elevation 10.

- Flooding was considered as integral part of the
design and site experience, as well as site's valuable
established communities

J
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PATH/PAVING MATERIALS
A1 BITUMINOUS ASPHALT ENTHY AREA

A2 STARILIFED STOMNEDUST WY
DRGARIC-LOCK PATHS

A3 COWNCRETE BEMCH FADS -
A4 FLAGSTOMES AT STOMEDLST
AS RIVERSTONE SURFACING

SITE STRUCTURES & FEATURES
B1  WOOD S0ARDWALK
B2 ELEVATED OVERLOOK AT BOARDWALK

B ATGRADE OVERLOCK W/ RECLAIMED
STOMNE-SEAT FEATURES

B4 SHADE STAUCTURE DVER CONCRETE
PARVING -

B5 BENCH SHADECANCOPY
B6 TOOLSHED ON COMCRETE-RAD.

BT CGATHERING NOOK W/ WOOD LEG B
(STUMP SEATE

_" QSFREY POLE & NMEST
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ARRIVAL AREA

FURMNISHINGS & SIGMNAGE

F1 EBIKE RACKS

F2 BIKE RERAIE STATION

F3 WATER FILL STATIOHN

Fa FICHIC TABLE

F5  BENCH W/ COMPAMION
SEATING

F& RETLAIMED STONE
FEATURE

F¥ REMOVABLE BOLLARD

Fa POWEH BOLLARD

51 CANTILEVERED
IDEMNTIFICATION S1GHN

52 WELCOME WAYLIDE S1GH
53 INTERFRETIVE S1GHN

o

ARRIVAL AREA ENLARGEMENT
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SITE AMENITIES | DCR STANDARD FURNISHINGS

Water Refill Station

ADA-Accessible Picnic Table
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SITE AMENITIES | STRUCTURES

Shade Structure Bench Shade Canopy Maintenance Shed

NORTHERN STRAND WAYSIDE - SAUGUS, MA dCf eb
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SITE AMENITIES | SIGNAGE PALETTE

DCR Sign Precedents for Northern Strand Wayside

goodgood B2

CHARLES RIVER
PENINSULA

NORTHERN
STRAND
WAYSIDE

dcr@:

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION

WELCOME TO

Northern Strand
Wayside

DO0LW

DCR VISITOR GUIDELINES

« Stay Right Except to Pass

* Carry In, Carry Out

* Dogs on Short Leash Are Welcome; Remove All Waste
* Open Dawn to Dusk

THE FOLLOWING ARE PROHIBITED:

BHH®

NO CHARCOAL GRILLS NO CONSUMPTION OF DO NOT FEED NO SWIMMING
OR FUEL STOVES ALLOWED ALCOHOL ALLOWED THE BIRDS ALLOWED

Failure to comply may result in arrest
and/or fine per order of CMR 302 12.0

For Information, call (617) 626-1250

In case of emergency, call 911 dC r éb

Massachusetts
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PONKAPOAG POND AT THE BLUE HILLS RESERVATION

Did you know that Ponkapoag means shallow?

Many types of fish thrive in Ponkapoag Pond.
Fish like sunfish and bass thrive in shallow ponds like Ponkapoag
because the water warms quickly and there’s plenty of aquatic insects
to eat. You may catch a largemouth bass, chain pickerel or bluegill."
The shaded shoreline and aquatic plants offer places for fish to hide.
Warm water on the bottom of the pond allows fish to survive during

cold snaps during the winter.
] -
PONKAPOAG POND is a designated

H H g g A f Critical Envi tal
Enjoy the scenic Blue Hills vista. e AT
Can you see Great Blue Hill in the distance?

because of the quality, uniqueness,
and significance of their natural and
cultural resources. Ponkapoag Pond
Canoe, Kayak and bird watch. (BRI el LI

- " for at least 13 state-listed
While you enjoy your time in this special place,

; ! rare species. Please
remember that this shallow water wetland is home to help take care of this SUNBATHE, ¥
many plants and animals - including rare butterflies and special place by not
uncommon birds. This special habitat is why Ponkapoag swimming here and
Pond is a protected Area of Critical Environmental (A W19 cly

litter you encounter.
Concern (ACEC).

DCR Cantilevered ID Sign DCR Welcome Wayside Orientation Sign DCR Safety and Rules Sign DCR Interpretive Sign Examples
Initial Mockup Initial Mockup
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PUBLIC INPUT / Q&A

« Please state your name and community affiliation
« Please provide your feedback on Design

SCHEMATIC DESIGN PRESENTATION - JANUARY 2025 27




ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

« Recording and tonight’s slide deck will be available at:
- WWW.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings

- If you have comments on this project:

- Submit online: https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments
- Deadline: Three Weeks

Please note: the contents of comments submitted to DCR, including your name, town, and zip code, will be
posted on DCR’s website. Additional contact information provided, notably email address, will be used for
outreach on future updates to the subject project of property.

« If you wish to subscribe to a DCR general information on project-
related listserv:
. Contact DCR'’s Office of Community Relations via email at mass.
parks@mass.gov
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Thank You
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