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SOUTHWICK

From bar to a house of worship

Story of Southwick’s
Our Lady of the Lake
Church in new book

BY BEN LEBLANC
Special to The Republican

I'snotveryoften thata
Catholic church gets its startin
ashuttered restaurant and beer
hall.

The story of the Our Lady of
the Lake Church in Southwick
is full of twists and turns, which
longtime parishioner Diana
Bazyk wove into an annotat-
ed scrapbook of photos and
newspaper clippings titled “The
Tended Vineyard: A History of
Our Lady of the Lake Church
on the Occasion of Tts 75th
Anniversary.”

The book covers a period that
spans from 1942 to 2026, she
told The Republican. Initially
begun asa 25-page project, the
history soon morphed intoa
book-length aftair, with the final
copy running to 320 pages, she
said.

“Itwas tough, itwas rough,
itwas like T had nolife doing it,
butIenjoyed it,” she said.

She plans to distribute the
book to current and former pa-
rishioners and toany interested
community members, she said.

Cleaning
outthe rec-
toryyears
ago, parish-
ioners Ray
and Janet
Snow found
photosand
newspaper
clippings

piledin
boxes. They
handed them over to Bazyk,
whoworked in the church
library, for safekeeping.

Lastyear, she decided she
would use her skills as a history
major and library information
spedcialist to compile a history
for the church’s 75th anniver-
sary. By mid-April this year,
she had sent the final draft of
the book toa bookbinderin

Agawam.

DIANA BAZYK

Longtime Our Lady of the Lake Church parishioner Diana
Bazyk has produced an annotated scrapbook of photos and
newspaper clippings about the Southwick church in “The
Tended Vineyard: A History of Our Lady of the Lake Church on
the Occasion of Its 75th Anniversary.” (sen LesLaNG /SPECIAL TO THE
REPUBLICAN)

“There were so many people
atthe beginning that worked
0 hard to build this church that
people know nothing about,”
she said.

Aswell as sourcing material
from the local diocese and its
Catholic Observerand The
Catholic Mirror, she drew
heavily from the online archives
of The Republicanand a
now-shuttered Southwick-Suff-
ield, Connecticut, newspapet;,
she said.

Before 1942, Suffield Catho-
lics were obliged to travel miles
through mud and snow just
to attend Mass on Sunday at
the closest parish, St. Mary’s
in Westfield, according toa
summary she provided to The
Republican. World War II fuel
rations —which Bazyk said
averaged around 4 gallons
perweek —made such travel
prohibitive.

In 1942, priests from St.
Mary’s created a spin-off that
theyhoused ina former beer-
hall, Dominick’s, to meet the
need forlocal services.

Included inher bookisan un-
dated clip from The Republican

that details the church’s unique
origins.

“Years back, Catholics at
(Lake Congamond) had the
choice of salving their con-
scienceand notattending
church, or of going to West-
field,” the article says. “By
reason of some hard work and
improvisation, the hall was con-
verted into a workable chapel,
with the altar set up where the
bar used to be, and benches
on the section of floor space
where booths and tables used
tobe, and couples were wont to
dance.”

The makeshift chapel was
sustained by the generosity
offamilies and the St. Mary’s
Guild, which donated linens
and vestments.

Sixyears later, the local body
had grown from 50 families
tomore than 200, and in 1948
moved to a converted cellar hole
ona plotofland in Southwick.

The church sponsored several
lawn parties in the 40s and "50s
ina bid to raise funds fora new
building, Bazyk noted in her
summary. Benny Nascembeni
served as general chairman

from 1949 to 1954, assisted by
some 50 parishioners.

One 1949 ad fora summer
lawn party, which was included
in the book, touts boxing match-
esrefereed by Guglielmo “Wil-
lie Pep” Papaleoand Walter
“Tommy” Jessup, tespectively
the featherweight champion of
the world and an outstanding
New England welterweight;a
busing service from the venue
at Park Square; and a prize pool
featuring “$50.00 WORTH OF
FROZEN FOOD.”

Bazyk was especiallyawed by
the amount of money parish-
ioners managed to raise: One
lawn party raked in$3,000, or
$37,000 in today’s dollars, she
said.

Construction of the upper
church building on the South-
wick plotwas completed in
1961

“The decades thatfollowed
—1964 101993 —were years of
vigorous growth,” Bazyk noted.
“Four pastors shepherded the
parish through the sweeping
changes of Vatican II, which
brought English to the Mass,
encouraged congregational
singing, and expanded the role
of the laity.”

However, beginning in
the 1990s, the church was
swamped by aseachange inre-
ligious attitudes that decimated
churchattendance nationwide,
Bazyk said. Though the church
maintains a vibrant community
0f 300 families, thatnumber is
less than a quarter of whatitwas
in1993, she said.

“Yetthe parish met these
challenges with resilience” with
adjustments to Mass sched-
ules, new prayer services, and
spiritual enrichment oppor-
tunities thatincluded healing
services, missions, devotions,
and Eucharistic processions —
aswell as the creation of a Faith
Formation Centet, according to
Bazyk.

Bazyk, whohas beenat-
tending the parish since 1958,
plans to present the book at the
church, at 224 Sheep Pasture
Road, on Wednesday at 6:30
pm.

NORTHAMPTON
Woman dies in
fall from 6th
floor balcony

Authorities are investigating
the death ofa woman who
fell from a sixth-floor balcony
ata Northampton apart-
ment complex early Monday
morning.

Northampton police officers
responded to the McDonald
House at 49 Old South St.
after the fall was reported
around 12:50 a.m., a spokes-
person for the department
said. At the scene, they found
a32-year-old woman unre-
sponsive on the ground.

Officers, firefighters and
paramedics tried to revive the
woman but were unsuccess-
ful, the spokesperson said.
Authorities are not releasing
the woman’s identity pending
next of kin nofification.

Northampton police
detectives, the Northwestern
District Attomey’s Office and
Massachusetts State Police
Crime Scene Services are in-
vestigating the woman’s death.

The spokesperson did not
say whether the woman’s
deathis considered suspi-
cious. No further information
has been released.

— Susannah Sudborough

SPRINGFIELD

Setting families up for success

Springfield Public School students play their instruments in front of the stage at the Springfield
Family Expo on the grounds of the Springfield Armory on May 2nd. (o conen proto)

Trans

CONTINUES FROM PAGE Al

The group argued that
Smithis discriminating
against women by admitting
transgender women, who
the Defending Education
group claims are male.

“Allowing biological males
into spaces designed for
women raises serious con-
cerns about privacy, fair-
ness, and compliance under
federal law,” Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights
Kimberly Richey said in a
statement Monday.

The college
changed its policy
in 2015 to admit
transgender women

The college changed its
policy in 2015 to admit
transgender women.

“Our clarified admission
policy reflects a women’s
college that is steadfast in
its founding mission yet
evolving to reflect a chang-
ing world,” the college said
at the time.

Other women'’s colleges
adopted similar policies
around the same time.

SPRINGFIELD

4th tojoin House race,
Coakley comes out for
kids, women, families

Mental health clinician, activist announces
staterep. run for 11th Hampden district

BY JEANETTE DEFORGE
jdeforge@repub.com

Mental health clinicianand
longtime city activist Nicole
Coakley announced her can-
didacy for state representative
for the 11th Hampden District,
making ita four-way race for
the Democratic nomination.

“As a Black woman, mother
of five and a mental health
clinician, T
know how
affordabil-
ity, safety
and health
care
collide in
real life,”
Coakley
said in

NICOLE COAKLEY  announcing
her candi-
dacy Monday. “Womenare
holding up this city. It’s time
state government invested
more in women and children.”

Coakleyis enteringan
already-crowded field for the
seat. Bud L. Williams is ran-
ning for his sixth term in the
state House district and also is
being challenged by Donnell
‘Wright, presidentand chief
executive of the InnerVizion
Empowerment Consulting
Centet, and teacher John-
nie R.8. McKnight, who ran
against Williams two years
ago. The primary electionis
scheduled for Sept. 1.

“Everyone hasa righttorun.
This is America,” Williams
said. “The more the mertier,
as faras 'm concerned.”

Coakley has run unsuc-
cessfully for a city councilor
at-large seat twice before, but
said she has a passion for help-
ing her community and is not
ready to give up her chance to
serve in elective office. On her
first run, she faced off against
20 other candidates. While
she was successfulin the
preliminary race, she did not
winaseat.

Coakley said she is known
as a community builderand
for “showing up.” She is the
executive director of the Gun
Violence Elimination Alliance,
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has served onmultiple boards
and committees, and has been
astrong advocate for youth
and families.

Asa college student, she
worked part-time in early
childhood education and
learned how difficult it is for
parents to afford child care,
which started her interest in
helping families. During the
COVID-19 pandemicand the
Black Lives Matter demon-
strations that mobilized after
Geotge Floyd’s death at the
hands of police in Minneap-
olis, Minnesota, she worked
with youth to bring them
together one-on-one with
police to improve relation-
ships.

“I'm running to make Bea-
con Hill more responsive to
the need foraffordable child
care, saferneighborhoods and
health care that meets families
where they live,” she said.

Ifelected, Coakley said
she plans to puther career
experience towork to push for
policies that expand access to
culturally competent health
and mental health services,
especially forunderserved
women and families who
are dealing with trauma and
chronic stress.

Partof thatincludesa
continuation of her advocacy
to fight for investments in
violence prevention and sur-
vivor support, especially those
efforts connected to guns,
domesticand sexual violence.

Included inher agenda is
expanded state funding for
affordable, high-quality, early
childhood care for parents
who earn low wages.

In addition, Coakley said
she will fight for tax relief and
delivery of more state aid to
Springfield.

“We need a representa-
tive who is present in our
neighborhoods, responsive
to working parents, and
unapologeticabout centering
women, children, and Black
and brown communities in
every policy conversation,”
Coakley said.

Baystate Health, Inc. (the “Applicant”), with a principal place of business at 759 Chestnut
Street, Springfield, MA 01199, intends to file a Notice of Determination of Need with the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health for the Transfer of Ownership of The Mercy
Hospital, Inc. doing business as Mercy Medical Center, located at 271 Carew Street,
Springfield, MA 01104 to Baystate Health, Inc. Following the proposed transfer, Mercy
Medical Center will become a community hospital within the Baystate Health system. The
total value of the Project based on net patient service revenue is $292,708,000. The
Applicant does not anticipate any material price or service impacts on the Applicant’s
existing patient panel as a result of the Project. Any ten Taxpayers of Massachusetts may
register in connection with the intended Application by no later than June 3, 2026, or 30
days from the filing date, whichever is later by contacting the Department of Health,
Determination of Need Program, 67 Forest Street, Marlborough, MA 01752.
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of your item. Each additional line is $1. Sell anything from
a lawn mower to a car,

you can run a four-line classified
ad until your item sells. The cost
of your ad depends on the price
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TURN CLUTTER INTO CASH

When you run your tag sale ad in The Repubfican, you

reach people who are interested in shopping tag sales.
4 lines, for 3 days only $29.63. If it rains on the date
your tag sale is scheduled, we'll run your ad for the next
weskend's tag sale, free.
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You never know
what youTl
find inside.
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