Notice of Intent
Issuance of Permit for The Thoreau Society, Inc.’s 
Use of the Walden Pond Visitor Center for a Bookstore and Gift Shop


The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116 hereby provides notice of its intent to issue a revocable permit agreement to The Thoreau Society, Inc., a Massachusetts nonprofit corporation, having a principal place of business located at 341 Virginia Road, Concord, MA (The Thoreau Society), for use of the Walden Pond Visitor Center to operate a bookstore and gift shop.  This notice is in response to a proposal received from The Thoreau Society seeking the aforementioned permit. The Walden Pond Visitor Center is in the care, custody and control of DCR. 

Proposal Summary:
The proposed permit shall be for a term of five years with an option to renew for an additional five years.  The Thoreau Society shall pay DCR $21,348 for the first year, which amount shall increase by 2% each additional year of the five-year term.  If the permit is renewed, the amount shall increase 3% each additional year of the five-year renewal term.  The Thoreau Society shall be responsible for the cost of any utility solely servicing the permitted area.  The Thoreau Society shall be required to indemnify DCR for any claims arising out of its use of the permitted area and The Thoreau Society shall be required to carry insurance coverage in an amount acceptable to DCR.

In accordance with DCR's commitment to transparency and public engagement, this Notice of Intent will be posted on the DCR website at https://www.mass.gov/info-details/permits-offered-by-dcr-request-for-proposals-and-request-for-expressions-of-interest for a period of 10 business days, closing on April 13, 2026. During this period, interested individuals and stakeholders are invited to provide feedback and comments regarding the proposed use and the resulting permit, or offer counter proposals.

Please submit any feedback, comments or counter proposals to:  
Paul Casey
Director of Long Term Permits and Leases
Department of Conservation and Recreation
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Suite 6620
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
E-mail: dcr.permits@mass.gov (use subject line: Notice of Intent Feedback)

The feedback submission period will close at the end of the 10-business-day period.

The decision to issue the permit agreement will be based on the evaluation of the proposal's alignment with DCR's mission, public benefit, compatibility with applicable laws and regulations, and any other relevant factors.

Thank you for your interest and participation in this public notice process. The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation values your feedback and appreciates your engagement in ensuring the responsible and beneficial use of our natural resources.

Notice of Intent   Issuance of Permit for  The Thoreau Society, Inc. ’s    U se of  the Walden Pond Vis itor   Center   for a Bookstore and Gift Shop       The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) , State  Transportation   Building, 10 Park  Plaza, Boston, MA 02116   hereby provides notice of its intent to issue a  revocable  permit agreement to  The  Thoreau Society, Inc., a Massachusetts nonprofit corporation, having a principal place of business located at  341 Virginia Road, Concord, MA   (The Thoreau Society) ,   for use of  the Walden Pond  Visitor   Center  to  operate a  bookstore and gift shop.    This  notice is in response to a proposal received from  The Thoreau Society   seeking the  aforementioned permit.   The Walden Pond Visitor Center   is in the care, custody and control of  DCR.      Proposal Summary:   The proposed permit shall be for a term of five years with an option to renew for an additional five year s .  The  Thoreau Society shall pay  DCR $21,348  for the first year, which amount shall increase by 2% each additional  year of the five - year term .  If  the permit is re newed , the amount shall  increase  3% each additional year of the  five - year renewal term.    The Thoreau Society shall be responsible for the  cost of any   utility solely servicing the  permitted area.    The Thoreau Society shall be required to indemnify DCR for any claims arising out of its use of  the permitted area and The Thoreau Society shall be required to carry insurance coverage in an amount  acceptable to DCR.     In accordance with DCR's commitment to transparency and public engagement, this Notice of Intent will be  posted on the DCR website at  https://www.mass.gov/info - details/permits - offered - by - dcr - request - for - proposals - and - request - for - expressions - of - interest   for a period of 10 business days, closing on  April 13, 2026 .   During this  period, interested individuals and stakeholders are invited to provide feedback and comments regarding the  proposed use and the resulting permit , or offer counter proposal s .     Please submit any feedback ,   comments   or co unter proposals   to:      Paul Casey   Director of Long Term Permits and Leases   Department of Conservation and Recreation   State Transportation Building   10 Park Plaza, Suite 6620   Boston, Massachusetts 02116   E - mail:  dcr.permits@mass.gov   (use subject line: Notice of Intent Feedback)     The feedback submission period will close at the end of the 10 - business - day period.     The decision to issue the permit agreement will be based on the evaluation of the proposal's alignment with  DCR's mission, public benefit, compatibility with applicable laws and regulations, and any other relevant  factors.     Thank you for your interest and participation in this public notice process. The Massachusetts Department of  Conservation and Recreation values your feedback and appreciates your engagement in ensuring the responsible  and beneficial use of our natural reso urces.  

