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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
Public Hearing Notice
321 CMR 4.01
In accordance with M.G.L., Ch. 131, Sec. 5 and Ch. 30A, Sec. 2, NOTICE is hereby given that the Mass. Division of Fisheries and Wildlife will hold a public hearing on proposed regulatory amendments to 321 CMR 4.01 Taking of Certain Fish in Massachusetts, on Monday, May 18, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., via a Zoom video webinar with the Hearing Officer and MassWildlife staff, with the public joining via computer or phone line. The proposed amendments will simplify trout fishing regulations, revise American Eel regulations, and refine the definition of possession.
Click to register in advance to join the webinar
The proposed regulatory amendments relative to 321 CMR 4.01 and the link to join the Zoom webinar are also posted at Mass.gov/MassWildlife/Hearings, so that interested persons can review the proposed regulations and provide written comments prior to the hearing or oral comments during the virtual hearing. 
Written public comments will be accepted before the hearing and after it closes, until Monday, June 1, 2026, 5:00 p.m., via an online comment form; a link to the form can also be found in the notice on the public hearings page given above. Written comments may also be submitted by mail, to MassWildlife, Attn: Public Comments, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, MA 01581.  
Reasonable accommodation for people with disabilities is available upon request. To submit a request for an accommodation, please email eeadiversity@mass.gov or call 617-626-1282; an ADA Coordinator will receive your request. Please include a description of the request in as much detail as possible and a way we can contact you if we need more information. Please allow at least 2 weeks’ (14 days) advance notice. Last-minute requests will be accepted but we may be unable to fulfill the request.
MassWildlife is committed to providing equitable access to its public meetings, hearings, and events, and is planning to provide real-time language interpretation, including in Español, Português, 中文, Kreyòl Ayisyen, and Tiếng Việt, for attendees who wish to use it. We will also make every effort to provide other languages as requested. Please contact Susan Sacco at susan.sacco@mass.gov to request another language by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 29, 2026.
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D.
Director
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