	
	
	



To: Massachusetts retailers
From: [Local Board of Health name]
Date: August 13, 2026	
RE: Department of Public Health Commissioner Goldstein’s Action to Schedule Kratom

Dear Retailer:
 
On August 13, 2026, the Commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health signed an Order pursuant to Massachusetts General Law (M.G.L.) c. 94C § 2A, designating kratom, as defined in the Order, as a Schedule I Controlled Substance.
Under M.G.L. Chapter 94c, s 34, it is unlawful to possess or sell a Schedule I Controlled Substance without a Massachusetts Controlled Substances Registration (MCSR). Accordingly, as of the effective date of the Order, the possession, distribution, or sale of kratom in Massachusetts is illegal, and any person in violation is subject to imprisonment or fine. 
Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 94C § 2A, municipalities are authorized to take enforcement action against licensed commercial establishments that continue to sell kratom. Enforcement actions include, but are not limited to, cease-and-desist notices, citations, and suspension of municipal licenses or permits, including permits to operate.
Beginning on the Order’s effective date, August 28, 2026, these enforcement actions may be undertaken by authorized municipal agents, including local board of health officials and inspectional services personnel. The Order may remain in effect for up to one calendar year from its effective date, through August 28, 2027.  
 This Order covers any product held out or holding itself out to be kratom and any product containing:
· The plant Mitragyna speciosa
· Mitragynine
· 7-hydroxymitragynine (also known as 7-OH)
· mitragynine pseudoindoxyl (also known as MP)
· dihydro-7-hydroxymitragynine (also known as MGM-15)
· 9-fluoro-7-hydroxymitragynine (also known as MGM-16)
· isomers, esters, ethers, salts, and salts of isomers, esters, and ethers of the above-listed substances whenever the existence of such isomers, esters, ethers, and salts is possible. 

Please review the Order, available at www.mass.gov/kratom.
  
If you have questions about the Order or its application to your establishment, please contact [Local Board of Health name] at [Local Board of Health email] or by phone at [Local Board of Health phone]
 
Thank you for your cooperation and compliance with the Order.

Sincerely,
[Local Health Director Signature]
	
	
	



