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SAC Members present: 
Michelle Motta Dardeno (MMD)
Ellen Perkins (EP)
Brock Cordeiro (BC)
Dorothy Griffith (DG)
Jonathan Ozek (JO) 
Jessica Rich (JR)

Attendees from the community:
Daniel Parker (DP)
Sue Philip (SP)
Lee Nettles (LN) 
Anthony Russo (AR) 
Usherla Deberry (UB) 
Boniswa Sundai (BS)
Konjit Wolderufiel (KW)
Missy Medeiros (MM)

MCDHH Staff:
Commissioner Opeoluwa Sotonwa (OS)
Heather Daley (HD) 
Sharon Harrison (SH) 

	Agenda Topic
	Discussion
	Action Item

	Welcome
	MMD called the meeting to order at 5:42 PM.
A quorum was met.
	

	Review of Minutes from September 18, 2025 and October 16, 2025
	September 2025 Minutes
· MMD confirmed that SAC members had reviewed the September minutes.
· No corrections were noted.
· Motion: EP moved to accept the September minutes as distributed.
· Second: BC seconded the motion.
· Vote: All present members approved; JR abstained due to absence from the prior meeting.
· Result: September minutes approved.


October 2025 Minutes
· DG identified a correction regarding the acronym for the Massachusetts State Association of the Deaf (MSAD).
· With the correction noted, SAC members reviewed the revised October minutes.
· Motion: BC moved to accept the October minutes as amended.
· Second: JO seconded the motion.
· Vote: All present members approved; EP and JR abstained due to absence from the prior meeting.
· Result: October minutes approved as amended.
	

	Chairperson’s Report
	Moment of Remembrance
· MMD acknowledged the recent passing of SAC member Linda Sakin’s husband, with a moment of silence observed.

40th Anniversary / State House Day
· The State House has confirmed April 30, 2026, for Deaf Constituents’ Day, part of MCDHH’s 40th Anniversary celebrations.
· All SAC members requested to mark calendars and plan to attend.
· Volunteer liaison roles identified:
1. Vendor liaison – coordinate vendor tables and representatives.
2. Deaf schools liaison – coordinate student participation from schools such as Beverly School for the Deaf.
3. Community organizations liaison – coordinate with organizations including MSSAD, HLAA, and other regional groups.
4. Other organizations liaison – coordinate with non-formal support groups, veterans’ organizations, and State Police connections.

· SAC members to notify Chair or Heather Daley of interest in volunteer roles shortly.

Refreshments
· MMD discussed reintroducing refreshments; no budget is allocated, so donations are needed.
· SAC members encouraged to identify potential donors or organizations in their networks.
· JR and JO volunteered to explore potential donations from their contacts; MMD will provide a template letter to facilitate requests.

Awards
· SAC awards categories:
1. Outstanding Advocate of the Year
2. Outstanding Service Provider
3. Legislator of the Year
4. Outstanding Youth Advocate
5. Outstanding Organization of the Year
· Nomination period: November 21, 2025 – December 18, 2025
· Nominations submitted via email distributed by HD
· Decisions on awardees will be made by January 2026, allowing time to inform recipients and plan for April 30.

Questions & Discussion:
· JO clarified eligibility for nominations (must be part of the Deaf/Hard-of-Hearing community or serve the community).
· EP emphasized community interest in awards and encouraged active participation in nominating candidates.
· Social media promotion of the event and awards will follow after the SAC receives a “Save the Date” flyer.
	ACTION ITEM: SAC members to confirm volunteer roles to MMD and HD.

ACTION ITEM: HD to track donor contacts and responses.

ACTION ITEM: MMD and HD to prepare and distribute a donation request template letter.

ACTION ITEM: SAC members to submit nominations with detailed rationale by December 18, 2025.

ACTION ITEM: HD to distribute nomination forms and award descriptions.


	Legislative Task Force Report 
	· 71 bills are currently tracked; 20 have seen activity since last month.
· Bill Highlights:
· Bill 71: Sent to House Committee on Bills and Third Readings; may be up for a vote soon.
· Bills 23, 46, 70: Advanced to House Committee on Ways and Means.
· Bill 63: Passed both House and Senate; now pending action by Conference Committee.
· Bill 58 / 101 (Captioning in Healthcare/Public Services): Last activity in September; remains in Joint Committee for Children, Families, and Persons with Disabilities. Committee chair contact information will be shared in chat for advocacy.

Discussion / Questions:
· DG asked about updates for Bill 58/101 regarding captioning in medical facilities. BC advised outreach to committee chairs for favorable report to advance the bill. Contact information for committee chairs was provided in the chat. 
	

	Commissioner’s Report
	MCDHH Updates from the Commissioner
(PowerPoint presentation attached)

OS noted the passing of Louis Sakin, a longtime supporter of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing community, and encouraged thoughts and prayers for ALDA and the Sakin family.

OS delivered his monthly report. Following the presentation, the floor was opened for questions and discussion from SAC members.

No questions were raised.
	

	SAC Members
	· MMD requested feedback for scheduling a one-time in-person SAC meeting to foster connections among members.
· Suggested options included:
· Between holidays
· Weekend or late evening (around 6 PM)
· SAC Members are requested to provide availability before the end of the year; otherwise, plan to hold in early 2026.
	ACTION ITEM:
· SAC members to submit availability for a one-time in-person meeting.


	SAC Announcements, Next Meeting
	Announcements from SAC Members:
SAC members were invited to share upcoming community events and announcements.

DG: Deaf Club Christmas Party, Sutton, MA – December 13, 2025. Flyer to be shared via email.

LN: Western Mass Association of the Deaf Holiday Party, Holyoke, MA – December 6, 2025. Flyer to be shared with SAC.

JO: Boston Deaf Night Out, American Beer Hall, post-Thanksgiving (Nov 28).

AR: Introduced as Lead Community Living Specialist at ViAbility, serving Western Massachusetts.

DP: Third-time meeting participant, expressed appreciation for inclusion.

UD: Director from Maryland Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

BS: Representing EOHHS, subbing for Natasha Lugo.

The meeting was adjourned at7:10 PM by MMD with gratitude expressed to interpreters, CART provider, and staff. 
	



