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November 4, 2020
Via WebEx from 239 Causeway Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Yulanda Kiner, Phone: 617-624-5848 in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.
General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If at all possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the public through the following link:   

https://statema.webex.com/statema/j.php?MTID=md31210cbcfdf7453b09311911fed1914

Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (866) 692-3580 (toll free) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code: 171 640 0415  

Attendee ID: #
	Time
	#
	Item
	Exhibits
	Contact

	9:00 a.m.
	I
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
	

	9:02
	II
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and treatment of patients.


	
	

	10:30
	III
	ADJUDICATORY SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	11:10
	IV
	M.G.L. c.112, §65C SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	11:30 


	
	LUNCH RECESS
	
	

	12:30 p.m.
	V
	   COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTER
1. SA-INV-13379: Dr. David Gianino


	Investigation Report, Attachments
	K O’Connell



	12:40
	VI
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
1. ADEX Annual Report: Dr. Mina Paul

2. 2021 Board Meeting Calendar

3. Nominations for Board Chair/Secretary 2021

4. TUSDM Proposed Pain Management Course

5. Memo to Orthodontists Regarding Statutory Requirements for Authorized Prescribers

6. Update: WREB Dental and Dental Hygiene Exams for 2021

7. Acceptance of Scanned Signatures on Consent Agreements

8. Third Quarter Report: Applications for Retired License Status 

9. Review of General Session Minutes: September 16, 2020 and October 7, 2020

	 Memos, Reports
	B Young

S DuLong

S Leadholm

	2:00
	VII
	FLEX SESSION
	
	

	2:10
	VIII
	PROBATION MATTERS

1. Violation of Probation: Candice Schadler, RDA
2. Probation Monthly Report
	Memo, Report
	K Fishman

	2:30
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

239 Causeway Street, Boston, MA  02114

Room 417

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
November 4, 2020
Present:  Dr. Stephen DuLong, Board Chair; Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Board Secretary; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Dr. Patricia Wu; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, RDH
Absent:  Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Paul Levy; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Jeffrey Mills, Asst. Executive Director; Samuel Leadholm, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Kathleen O’Connell and Eileen Mulligan; Probation Department Coordinator Karen Fishman
	Motion:
	At 9:00 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote:
	Unanimous





At 9:01 a.m., Dr. DuLong announced that the Board will meet in a closed session, then a closed M.G.L. c. 112, s. 65C session and then another closed Adjudicatory Session as authorized for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  Specifically, the Board will first meet in Executive Session and will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character as required for registration of pending applicant(s) for licensure. Additionally, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public, except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the s. 65C Session and the Adjudicatory Session, the Board will return to its general session before adjourning the meeting for the day.
	Motion:
	At 9: 02 a.m., to enter an Executive Session pursuant to 

M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1)

 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Patricia Wu; 
Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



The Board took its morning recess at 10:39 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 10:48 a.m.

Ms Ailish Wilkie joined the meeting at 11:10 a.m.

	Motion:
	At 11:34 a.m., to enter an Adjudicatory Session

 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Patricia Wu; Ms. Ailish Wilkie;

Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None


	Motion:
	At 11:52 a.m., to enter a M.G.L. c. 112, §65C Session

 

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Patricia Wu; Ms. Ailish Wilkie;

Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



The Board recessed for lunch at 11:57 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 12:32 p.m.

Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of SA-INV-13379: Dr. David D. Gianino
Dr. Stephen DuLong recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on SA-INV-13379: Dr. David D. Gianino.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Advertising violation


	Discussion: 
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board the licensee’s advertisement failed to include information about the original fee and the length the offer of a reduced fee is available but noted the licensee has since updated his advertisement.


	Motion:
	To not open a formal complaint as no evidence of violation found with an advisory letter on the continuing education and advertising requirements


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Patricia Wu; Ms. Ailish Wilkie; Ms. Jacyn Stultz;

Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



Administrative Matters:
1.
Proposed Course on Safe and Effective Opioid Prescribing/Pain Management – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH
Present on behalf of the Tuft University School of Dental Medicine – Dr. David Keith and Dr. Ronald Kulich.  Both answered all questions from the Board as appropriate.



Ms. Young informed the Board it has received a request from faculty at the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine for approval of its proposed course on safe and effective opioid prescribing/pain mgmt. as required by MGL c. 94C, s. 18(e).  Ms. Young noted the Board has approved four such courses to date as offered by the Boston University School of Medicine and Dr. David Keith and Dr. Richard S. Harold through the Mass. Dental Society and Dr. Howard Pactovis.



Dr. Keith asked the Board members to review the course syllabus noting this course rose out of the governor’s taskforce on opioid abuse.  Dr. Keith noted the course involves ten (10) modules for completion by a dentist including modules on risk mitigation, risk assessment, etc.  However Atty. Leadholm advised the Board it does not have the authority to approve a course on risk management, as the TUSDM course is currently titled, but only has the authority to approve courses that meet the educational objectives of s. 18(e).  Atty. Leadholm also noted the proposed TUSDM course references dental hygienists but hygienists do not have prescriptive authority in Massachusetts.  Atty. Leadholm suggested Dr. Keith and Dr. Kulich amend the proposed course to specifically address the educational objectives of s. 18(e).  Dr. Kulich noted Ms. Young directed he and Dr. Keith to s. 18(e) and noted all ten modules focus on this section of MGL c. 94C.  Dr. Kulich also noted this proposed course provides more content then the BUSM course.  Dr. Scialabba noted the proposed course cannot be approved by the Board for risk management purposes but noted it does appear to meet the educational objectives of s. 18(e).  



Mr. Mills asked if a dentist must complete all ten modules in order to satisfy the educational objectives of s. 18(e).  Dr. Kulich noted the TUSDM will issue CEUs to any dentist who completes this course.   Dr. Keith suggested he ad Dr. Kulich will review the course and amend as indicated by the Board including adding an addendum that states which specific modules must be completed by a dentist to satisfy the mandatory training on safe and effective opioid prescribing/pain mgmt.  Ms Young indicated she will include this course in the agenda for the next Board meeting on December 2nd if Dr. Keith and Dr. Kulich can update their course in a timely manner.

2.
Review of the Proposed Board Meeting Dates in 2021


Ms. Young submitted the list of proposed meeting dates for 2021 noting each meeting generally falls on the first Wednesday in each month and that she has not included a meeting date for August 2021.
	Motion:
	To adopt the proposed meeting dates for 2021

 

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Patricia Wu; 
Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None
Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not available for the Board’s vote.


3.
ADEX Annual Meeting – Dr. Mina Paul 

Dr. Paul informed the Board the next annual ADEX meeting is scheduled for Saturday, November 7th and will be held virtually given the ongoing pandemic.  Dr. Paul asked the Board if they had any issues they would like to have raised during the meeting noting the attendees are slated to consider changes to the clinical competency exams for 2022.  Ms Young asked what changes are to be considered; Dr. Paul replied mostly administrative but noted man candidates were asking for modifications that were considered inappropriate such as changes to the scoring methods used to score the exams. 


Ms. Stultz asked about changes to the dental hygiene exam specifically mentioning the use of ultrasonic devices noting students were permitted to use an ultrasonic scaler on the manikin far longer than would be acceptable if it were a live patient.  Ms. Stultz also noted the feedback on the 2020 exam for hygienists indicated the exam was too easy.  Ms. Young indicated she would include this issue in the agenda for the next Board meeting on December 2nd and invited Dr. Paul to report back to the Board on what transpired during the ADEX meeting.  


Dr. Scialabba asked if the data regarding the results of the 2020 dental hygiene exam were available yet; Dr. Paul replied the initial review of the data from the 2020 exam indicates there is not much difference between the manikin-based exam and the patient-based exam.  Dr. DuLong noted the dental hygiene group did a presentation on the 2020 exam noting changes have been proposed, i.e. changing the color of the calculus on the manikin from black.  Dr. Trowbridge suggested the Board review the data on the manikin-based dental exam as well; Dr. Paul noted no Massachusetts school is hosting a non-ADEX exam from this point forward.  Ms. Young noted the Board recently decided not to extend its policy on the manikin-based exam to the WREB dental exam and that it also voted to no longer require a passing score on the periodontal section of the CDCA/ADEX and WREB dental exams.  

4.
WREB Dental and Dental Hygiene Exams for 2021


Dr. DuLong noted there are no significant changes to these exams for 2021.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if the Board will continue to accept the manikin-based restorative section of the WREB exam for graduates from the Class of 2021; Ms. Young replied the Board recently decided not to extend its policy accepting a passing score on this exam for graduates from the Class of 2020 to the graduates from the Class of 2021 explaining that if a graduating dental student opts to take the WREB exam, then the student must complete the restorative section on a live patient.

5.
Applications for Retired License Status – 3rd Quarter Report



Ms. Young submitted her report detailing those licensees who applied to have their licenses placed on retired status during the third quarter; the Board members did not have any questions for Ms. Young.


Probation Matters: 


1.
Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0122: Candice Schadler, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Materials Reviewed:
	Summary of probation compliance with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee accepted a consent agreement for six months’ stayed probation on 8/10/20 and was to have submitted her answer sheet from the dental assistant ethics and jurisprudence exam within 30 days per the language of her consent agreement.  However Ms. Fishman noted she’s yet to hear from the licensee despite several attempts to contact the licensee.  Ms. Fishman suggested the Board has a few options: 1) to continue the licensee’s period of stayed probation, 2) to find the licensee in violation of her probationary terms and upgrade the discipline to probation or 3) modify the current terms of her stayed probation.  
Ms. Stultz asked how this situation was handled in other cases; Ms. Fishman replied the Board voted to change the consent agreement to probation for six months  Dr. Trowbridge noted he is not in favor of extending the licensee’s stayed probation for six months and recommended a disciplinary action now.  



	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of her probationary terms; no further disciplinary action warranted at this time


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Ms. Ailish Wilkie; Ms. Jacyn Stultz;

Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Dr. Patricia Wu

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



2.
Probation Monitor Monthly Report

Ms. Fishman submitted her monthly report to the Board but the Board members had no questions for Ms. Fishman.

Administrative Matters (continued):
6.
Policy Accepting Scanned Signatures on Consent Agreements


Atty. Leadholm asked the Board to authorizing the acceptance of scanned signatures by licensees on proposed consent agreements given the ongoing pandemic.  Dr. Trowbridge suggested this policy should be accepted by the Board indefinitely; Ms. Wilkie and Dr. Scialabba agreed.
	Motion:
	To accept scanned signatures from licensees on proposed consent agreements



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Ms. Ailish Wilkie; Ms. Jacyn Stultz;

Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Dr. Patricia Wu

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None


7.
Memo to Orthodontists Regarding Statutory Requirement for Authorized Prescribers

Dr. DuLong noted emergency drug kits must be maintained by all dentists noting someone must be responsible for ordering medicaments to replenish these kits and that person must have prescriptive authority.  Ms. Young suggested she and Atty. Leadholm draft a proposed advisory ruling on this subject for review by the Board; Dr. Trowbridge agreed noting the Mass. Dental Society often receives inquiries from orthodontists on this subject.  

8.
Nominations for Board Chair and Board Secretary for 2021


Ms. Young reminded the Board it typically nominates its next Board Chair and Board Secretary during its November meetings with elections held during the December meetings.  Ms. Young also noted that once nominated, it has been the practice of the Board to ask each candidate to offer a brief statement before the election on why he or she is a good candidate for their respective positions.  

Ms. Young asked for nominations for Board Chair:

Dr. Stephen DuLong nominated Dr. Michael Scialabba for Board Chair.

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge seconded the nomination.

Dr. Michael Scialabba accepted the nomination.

Dr. Patricia Wu nominated Ms. Jacyn Stultz for Board Chair.

Dr. Stephen DuLong seconded the nomination.

Ms. Jacyn Stultz accepted the nomination.

Ms. Young asked for nominations for Board Secretary:

Dr. Michael Scialabba nominated Dr. Thomas Trowbridge for Board Secretary.

Ms. Ailish Wilkie seconded the nomination.

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge accepted the nomination.

Flex Session:
1.
Dr. Trowbridge asked the Board to consider permitting dentist and dental hygienists to administer vaccines now that it has determined performing viral testing for COVID 19 and other viruses falls within the permissible scope of practice for licensed dentists, hygienists and assistants.  Ms. Wilkie asked if that would also include a flu vaccine; Dr. Trowbridge replied it would include any vaccine.  Dr. Scialabba suggested it also include the HPV vaccine.
2.
Ms. Stultz asked if it was possible to use a different format to host the virtual Board meetings noting the ongoing difficulty with using the WebEx platform.  
3.
Ms. Stultz noted she was concerned the Board only recently considered a 2018 case alleging substance abuse by a licensee and suggested these complaints be fast-tracked.  Ms. Young noted she can always call for an emergency meeting of the Board if the allegations are egregious.  

4.
Dr. Trowbridge asked why the complaint committee no longer meets.  Ms. Young noted we could re-establish the complaint committee but the no. of staff assignments ready for review by the Board has not warranted reinstating the complaint committee but Mr. Mills noted the no. of complaints for unlicensed practice by dental assistants has significantly impacted the investigators’ caseloads.  Ms. Young agreed noting the investigators’ daily workload has also been greatly affected by the pandemic.  

	Motion:
	At 2:20 p.m. to adjourn the meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba


	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Ms. Ailish Wilkie; Ms. Jacyn Stultz;

Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Dr. Patricia Wu

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None


Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH
Executive Director
Date:
December 7, 2020



MARYLOU SUDDERS


Secretary


MONICA BHAREL, MD, MPH Commissioner














CHARLES D. BAKER


Governor


KARYN E. POLITO


Lieutenant Governor
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