
MASSACHUSETTS FEDERAL 
FUNDS PARTNERSHIP

Meeting October 25, 2023

-This meeting will be recorded. 

-Please mute yourself  after arrival.

-Please submit your questions via the chat 

function. Questions will be answered 

during Q&A.

-Meeting is available to the public and the 

press



AGENDA

Welcome and Introduction from Lieutenant 
Governor Driscoll

About FFIO

Overview of Upcoming Federal Funding 
Opportunities

Massachusetts Clean Energy Commission on 
Clean School Bus Rebate Program

Massachusetts Broadband Institute BEAD, ACP 
& Other Programs

Q & A



FFIO TEAM

Quentin Palfrey

Director of Federal Funds 
and Infrastructure

Roger Brunelle

Senior Advisor for Labor & 
Workforce Engagement 

Christina Martinez

Director of 
Intergovernmental Affairs

Ben Groustra 

Project Manager

Sam Fritz

Data & Policy Analyst

Sydney Jeffrey

 Fiscal Policy Analyst

Micaela Leonarte Paredes

Policy Manager

Mehar Jauhar 

Fellow



ABOUT THE 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
OFFICE

Identifying key federal funding opportunities that advance Healey-
Driscoll Administrations priorities including infrastructure, equity, job 
creation, economic competitiveness, climate resiliency and 
decarbonization, workforce development, and more

Leading bi-weekly meetings of the Advisory Council on Federal 
Funds and Infrastructure, to  facilitate inter-agency coordination and 
promote government-wide strategies for maximizing federal funding

Tracking available federal grant opportunities and Massachusetts 
applications through the State Clearinghouse

Leading the Massachusetts Federal Funds Partnership to support 
municipalities and tribes in their applications for federal funding

Officially created by recently signed Executive Order No. 624, and 

tasked with implementing a whole-of-government to compete for 

federal funding by:



INCORPORATING 
ADMINISTRATION 
PRIORITIES AND 
PARTNERS



 Monthly Massachusetts Federal Funds Partnership meetings to update 
municipal, regional, tribal and community leaders with targeted 
information on recently announced grant programs where you are the 
eligible applicant

 Monthly emails with Partnership meeting notes, video clips, and 
additional info on grant opportunities and resources

 Information also available on the Federal Funds Local Governments 
page

 Grant Application Notice Form to notify FFIO of in-progress or 
submitted federal grant applications

 FFIO (FedFundsInfra@mass.gov) email inbox for questions about 
federal grant applications

 Access to additional resources for matching funds and technical 
assistance pending recently filed legislation

SUPPORT FOR 
LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/federal-funds-information-for-local-governments
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/federal-funds-information-for-local-governments
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Fh2GPrdIDkqYBowE2Bt7KhfzQgLHqeZApubrvc3icp5UNVgzS0JURTJCMzNWMTZWWUQxU1FUWUJXNy4u
mailto:FedFundsInfra@mass.gov


 Proposal to create PAYGO Capital Investment and 
Debt Reduction Fund

 Fund will leverage interest earnings on the state’s Stabilization 
Fund to establish a permanent pay-as-you-go capital fund

 Over the next three years, fund will unlock an estimated $750 
million in resources to pursue federal funding opportunities

 Includes $50 million for municipal matching grants and a 
local infrastructure bank

 Includes $12 million towards local government technical 
assistance 

Adds to the over $2 billion in existing resources 
Massachusetts has made available for state match

 Current estimates show a potential need for ~$3 billion in state 
match to compete for $17.5 billion in federal grants

 This ready pool of funding will give Massachusetts a competitive 
edge in the pursuit of historic federal grant opportunities

 Legislation filed alongside signing of Executive Order 
on October 19th

STATE MATCHING 
FUNDS / 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 
LEGISLATION



OVERVIEW OF UPCOMING MUNICIPAL AND TRIBAL ELIGIBLE GRANT OPPORTU NITIES

Program Name Deadline Policy Area Eligibility

Brownfields Projects 11/13/2023 Climate & 

Resiliency

Municipal & Tribal

Governments

Climate Ready Workforce 11/30/2023 Labor Municipal & Tribal

Governments

Building Resilient Infrastructure 

and Communities (BRIC)

11/20/2023 (Statement of Interest)

12/18/2023 (Benefit-Cost Analysis)

1/8/2024 (Application Deadline to MEMA)

Climate & 

Resiliency

Municipal & Tribal

Governments

Thriving Communities 

Program (TCP)

4/1/2024 (General)

5/1/2024 (Tribes)

Climate & 

Resiliency

Municipal & Tribal

Governments

Electric Vehicle Charger 

Reliability and Accessibility 

Accelerator (NEVI)

11/13/2023 Transportation Municipal 

Governments

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources
https://www.noaa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/inflation-reduction-act-climate-ready-coasts-and-communities/climate-ready-workforce
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/building-resilient-infrastructure-and-communities-bric-flood-mitigation-assistance-fma-grant-programs
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/building-resilient-infrastructure-and-communities-bric-flood-mitigation-assistance-fma-grant-programs
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/thriving-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/thriving-communities
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/nevi/evc_raa/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/nevi/evc_raa/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/nevi/evc_raa/


 Eligibility: Municipal & Tribal Governments

 About Brownfield:

 A brownfield is a property where development may 
be complicated by the presence or potential presence of 
a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant

 EPA administered program seeking to sustainably reuse 
brownfields by funding environmental assessment, cleanup, 
and job training activities

 EPA also provides technical assistance to 
brownfield communities through regional hubs to help 
address their brownfield sites

 Massachusetts is located in EPA Region 1, making 
our regional partner the University of Connecticut

 Deadline: 11/13/2023

 TA Contact: nefeli.bompoti@uconn.edu (email);

          tab.program.uconn.edu (website)

BROWNFIELD 
PROJECTS

mailto:nefeli.bompoti@uconn.edu


 Eligibility: Municipal & Tribal Governments

 About Climate Ready Workforce:

 Aims to assist communities in forming partnerships that train 
workers and place them into jobs that enhance climate 
change resilience, especially to benefit underserved 
communities

 Approx. $60M in funding available

 Expectation of providing between 10-20 awards 
ranging from $500,000 to $10M each

 Applicants required to submit a Letter of Intent before 
submitting a full proposal for this opportunity

 Deadline: 11/30/2023

 Contact: sg.grants@noaa.gov

CLIMATE READY
WORKFORCE

mailto:sg.grants@noaa.gov


 Eligibility: Municipal & Tribal Governments

 About BRIC:

 Supports states, local communities, tribes and territories as 
they undertake hazard mitigation projects, reducing the risks 
they face from disasters and natural hazards

 BRIC also offers direct technical assistance that can provide 
holistic hazard mitigation planning and project support to 
communities – which can be directly applied to though the 
FEMA website

 Massachusetts’ municipal governments must apply as a sub-
applicant to the BRIC program – with MEMA as the main 
applicant – to be eligible for funding

 There is a MEMA BRIC NOFO that will be published on their 
website

 Federally recognized tribal governments can apply as the lead 
applicant or as a sub-applicant

BUILDING 
RESILIENT 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
COMMUNITIES 
(BRIC)



• About TCP:

 Offers:

 technical assistance, capacity building, and peer 
learning over the course of 3 years.

 deep-dive support based on community needs and 
facilitated peer learning and networking activities

 Municipalities can apply to both the National and 
Regional programs

 Priority given to disadvantaged communities and 
organizations with limited prior experience with 
Federal transportation funding

 Letter of Interest for National Program can be submitted 
via the DOT webform

 Letters of Commitment are submitted with the lead 
applicant's final application packet

 Deadline: 4/1/2024 (General) , 5/1/2024 (Tribes)

 Contact: US DOT

THRIVING 
COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAM



 Eligibility: Municipal Governments

 About NEVI:

 Designed to repair and replace existing, but non-
operational, electric vehicle charging infrastructure

 80% Federal Share, 20% cost match

 Check out the map on the next slide to see if there are 
any EV charging stations with issues located in your area 
and reach out to MassDOT to apply jointly to this 
program

 Deadline: 11/13/2023

NATIONAL 
ELECTRIC 
VEHICLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
(NEVI)



NEVI CHARGING LOCATIONS ELIGIBLE 

FOR ACCELERATOR PROGRAM



May 18, 2023

School Bus Electrification:
EPA Region and MassCEC Overview and Funding 
Opportunities

ORLY STROBEL (MASSCEC)

October 25, 2023



|

EPA Clean School Bus Program

16MassCEC 

Overview and Past Funding Opportunities
• $5 billion over five years (FY22 – FY26)

• EPA defined priority districts receive higher % of funding
• 16 priority districts in MA

• FY22 Rebate (closed)
• $4 billion in applications
• >12,000 buses; >90% electric
• $965 million awarded

• FY23 grant funding (closed)
• Targeted larger bus fleets
• Expect award announcement January 2024

• Expect future rebate and grant rounds for next 3 years



|

2023 EPA Clean School Bus Rebate

17MassCEC 

• Due January 31, 2024

• >$500M in funding available

• Max of 25 buses, no minimum

• Eligible Applicants: Private 

transportation providers 

and public-school districts

• Can replace diesel/gas buses with 

electric, propane, or CNG buses

• Minimum of 1 award per state 

(60% of awards for priority districts, 

40% towards nonpriority districts)



| 18

2023 EPA Clean School Bus Rebate



|

Fleet Deployment Program

➤ MA schools have leveraged nearly $50M,  in funding 
for 96 buses

• Clean School Bus, ACT School Bus, DERA, and 
vendor/district cost share)

➤ 6 MA public school districts supported in first 
Deployment round (including all 5 EPA Clean School 
Bus awardees and 1 DERA awardee)

➤ RFP of second Deployment round expected November

ACT School Bus – MA State Program

19MassCEC 

Advisory Services Program

➤ MassCEC is currently enrolling up to 25 fleets to 
provide no-cost, full fleet electrification planning for 
school districts

➤ Prepares schools for electric school bus purchase and 
charging station installation

➤ Currently in the early stages of enrollment

• Cohort includes Boston, Springfield, Mashpee, and 
Worcester

Ensures successful electric school bus deployment projects, fill in funding and technical 
assistance gaps
• $12M already awarded to support electric school bus deployment in MA
• $2.5M award cap for school districts and transportation providers in upcoming round



Massachusetts Statewide Digital Equity Plan 20
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Massachusetts Statewide Digital Equity Plan

October 25, 2023

Massachusetts Federal Funds Partnership
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Massachusetts Statewide Digital Equity Plan

Agenda

• Introduction and Federal Funding Overview
• MBI Programs

o Gap Networks Grant Program
o Broadband, Equity, Access & Deployment (BEAD)
o Municipal Digital Equity Planning
o Apartment Wi-Fi

o Affordable Connectivity Program
• Contact MBI





Federal Funding Priorities

Serve the Unserved:
$145M – Gap Networks Program (August 
Launch)

Quality of Service:
$22M – Residential Retrofit Program 
(Fall/Winter 2023)

Ensure Universal Access and 
Affordability
$147M - NTIA Broadband Equity, Access,
and Deployment Grant (Q1 or Q2 2024)

Digital Equity:
$75M – Digital literacy, devices, Wi-Fi, etc.
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TitleBroadband Infrastructure Gap Networks Grant Program

Mass Broadband Institute launches new broadband grant program

Overview
• $145 million program funded through ARPA Capital Projects Fund
• First source of federal broadband infrastructure funds to be deployed in MA
• Primary objective is to increase availability of broadband by “connecting the unconnected”

Eligible Locations
• Homes, businesses and community anchor institutions that do not have access to broadband service 

of at 100 Mbps download speeds and 20 Mbps upload speeds

Eligible Applicants 
• Private entities and Public Private Partnerships
• Local governmental entities, including MLPs
• Co-operatives, electric co-operatives and utilities

Schedule
• Program launches week of October 23
• Two competitive grant solicitation rounds (1st round deadline – 12/13/23; 2nd round                    

deadline – 4/17/24



BEAD funds prioritize projects that demonstrate they will be able to ensure service to all unserved and underserved locations. 

BEAD projects are designed to provide fiber connectivity directly to the end user (last mile), including unserved, underserved, and CAIs.

Unserved Locations
MBI awards funding in a manner that prioritizes Unserved Service Projects.01

Underserved Locations
Once MBI certifies that it will ensure coverage of all unserved locations, it may then prioritize 
Underserved Service Projects.

02

Community Anchor Institutions (CAIs)
NTIA Strongly urges that MBI serves eligible Community Anchor Institutions next
▪ Ensure deployment of gigabit connections to community anchor institutions such as libraries and community centers that lack such 

connectivity. 
▪ Eligible Community Anchor: entity (e.g., school, library, hospital) that facilitates greater use of high-speed Internet service by 

vulnerable populations and have download speed <1 Gbps.

03

04
Access, Adoption, and Equity
MBI can apply any remaining funding to pursue eligible access-, adoption-, and equity-related uses, as well as any other uses approved 
by the Assistant Secretary that support the Program’s goals.

Broadband Deployment 

Non-Deployment Uses

Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD)





BEAD Challenge Process
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Summer to Fall 2023
Regional listening sessions, focus groups, public survey, 
asset mapping

Fall (Oct. & Nov.) 2023 Plan drafting and writing

Winter (Nov. & Dec.) 2023 Public comment period

Winter (Dec. & Jan.) 2024 Plan revision and submission

Spring/Summer 2024
Ongoing community engagement, challenge process launch, 
and grant deployment

→ Visit broadband.masstech.org/internetforall to stay connected

Timeline

https://broadband.masstech.org/internetforall
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Title
Municipal Digital Equity Planning Program

Pairing municipalities with a pre-
qualified consultant to undergo a digital 
equity planning process at no cost to 
the city or town. Regional applications 
are encouraged!

Program Goals:

• Guide municipal decision-making 
related to services and infrastructure 
that will increase access, adoption 
and usage of the internet.

• Prepare municipalities to submit 
grant proposals to existing or 
forthcoming state or federal 
programs to support digital inclusion 
activities.



Free Wi-Fi in Affordable Housing

Massachusetts Apartment Wi-Fi Initiative

• One of six initiatives launched under Massachusetts Digital Equity 
Partnerships Program.  

• Partner – Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC)

• Support to establish residential Wi-Fi networks at multi-unit housing sites 
operated by public and non-profit affordable housing providers.

• MBI covers all capital costs associated with network design, construction, 
and equipment, and the first year of ongoing operating expenses.

Projects result in free, in-unit high speed internet access without the need 
for a broadband subscription.  Addresses affordability barrier to broadband 
adoption for low-income households.  

For more information go to: https://www.mapc.org/our-
work/expertise/digital-equity/apartment-wi-fi/ 

Take the next step by completing the online expression of interest form - 
https://forms.gle/kmPKy3h7RPBPmcWH6 

https://www.mapc.org/our-work/expertise/digital-equity/apartment-wi-fi/
https://www.mapc.org/our-work/expertise/digital-equity/apartment-wi-fi/
https://forms.gle/kmPKy3h7RPBPmcWH6
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TitleAffordable Connectivity Program

Resources

• ACP Toolkit - https://www.fcc.gov/acp-consumer-
outreach-toolkit 

• Consumer FAQ - https://www.fcc.gov/affordable-
connectivity-program-consumer-faq 

• Find Participating ISPs -
https://www.affordableconnectivity.gov/compani
es-near-me/ 

Help low-income families access the internet:

✓ Access to healthcare/telehealth 

✓ Pursue employment opportunities

✓ Educational attainment

✓ Access to government services

✓ Staying connected to family and friends

https://www.fcc.gov/acp-consumer-outreach-toolkit
https://www.fcc.gov/acp-consumer-outreach-toolkit
https://www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq
https://www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq
https://www.affordableconnectivity.gov/companies-near-me/
https://www.affordableconnectivity.gov/companies-near-me/




Have Questions?
Need More Information?

Contact MBI
Michael Baldino
baldino@masstech.org

Jody Jones
jones@masstech.org

Josh Eichen
eichen@masstech.org



FFIO POLL
Please take a minute to respond to a few 

questions about the next Partnership meeting 
in the pop-up window.



Q&A
Put questions in the chat you would like 

our speakers to answer!

If we are unable to get to your question today, please 
send it to us at FedFundsInfra@mass.gov.

mailto:FedFundsInfra@mass.gov
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